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Vercelli 5

Ed. Scragg, 2011
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Christmas (Group 2 bl). To middanwintra. Ostende nobis Domine.

Her segd pis halige godspel be paere hean medomnesse pisse halgan tide
be nu onweard is, & us leered paette we pas halgan tiid gedefelice & cleenlice
weordien, Godes naman to lofe & to wuldre, & ussum sawlum to ecre helo
& to frofre, forpanpe wuldres cyning hine selfne geeadmedde paette he of

heofonum on eorpan astag, paet he on menniscum lichoman acenned weere.

Forpam se arfasesta feeder ne wolde lsetan his gesceaft forweordan pape
he to his agenre anlicnesse gesceop, ac he hie wolde alysan of paere heardan

heefte & of deofles peowdome.

Swa sanctus Lucas se godspellere be pan wrat & cwae0: In pa tiid waes
mycel gemot gebannen fram Aguste pam casere paette gewriten weere eall

ymbhwyrft middangeardes.

baet gewrit wees serest ongunnen fram paere maegde gerefan pe Syria hatte,

baes mannes nama waes Cyrinus.
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& pa eodon ealle, anra gehwylc on his ceastre, paette hie onfengon pam
bebode pe pa gebannen waes peette seghwyle mann sceolde pam casere gaful

gildan.

pba ferde se eadga Ioseph fram Galilea, of peere ceastre pe Nazaret hatte,
to Dauides ceastre sio is nemned Bethlem, forbampe he waes Dauides cynnes,
baette hie peer sceoldon onfon pam bebode paes gafoles pe pa gebannen wees,
mid Marian pe him waes to wife beweddod; & pa waes hio bearneacenu of

pam halgan gaste.

ba hie pa to Bethlem comon, weeron pa da dagas gefylled paet hio bearn

cennan sceolde.

& ba cende hio sunu, hire frumbearn, on pas niht pe nu toniht wees, &
hio mid cladum hine bewand & on binne alegde, forban peer ne waes oderu

stow on pam gisthuse paet hio paet cild meahte onasettan.

On pam ilcan lande on pa niht weeron hyrdas weeccende & hioldon pa

weaeccan paere nihte ofer hiora ewede.

pba com him to dryhtnes engel & bi him gestod & hie ymbscan godcundes
leohtes byrhto.

ba weeron ba hyrdas swide forhtiende mid mycle egsan & hie him swide

ondredon.

Se engel hie pa frefrede & swa cwaed: Ne forhtiad ge, ne eow ondraedab.

£.25v.
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Forpy ic eow secge mycelne gefean, se bid eallum folcum gefea, forbanpe

eow todaeg is haelend acenned, peet is dryhten Crist, on Dauides ceastre.

& ic eow secge baette ge metad paet cild on cladum bewunden & on binne

aseted.

da waes sona after pban wordum mid pam engle heofonlices herges maengeo,
hergende God & swa cwedende: Gloria in excelsis Deo. Wuldor sie Gode on

heannesse & sybb on eorpan pam mannum pe godes willan sien wyrcende.

Nu we gehyrdon on pyssum godspelles segenum paette Agustus se casere,
se waes nemned odre naman Octauianus, he ricsode ofer ealne middangeard

& anwealda waes on eordan on pa tiid pa ure heelend Crist wees acenned.

On pan weaes getacnod paet he com on menniscum lichoman se de be him
sylfum Ous cweaed: Data est mihi omnes potestas in celo et in terra. Me is
seald nu miht on heofonum & on eordan. Eft he cwad be his mihte: Ceelum

et terram ego impleo. Ic gefylle heofon & eorpan.

& ba swa waes woruldbebod gebannen fram Aguste pam casere swa waes
eft eefter pam Cristes bebod gastlice lseded geond ealne middangeard purh
his pa halgan apostolas & pa godan lareowas, pampe Godes willan wyrceap

& Godes bebodu leerad.

& hira lar wees geseed geond ealne middangeard to eordan gemeerum,
swa him Crist bebead peet hie mancynn leerden & swa cweed: Euntes in

uniuersum mundum, predicate euangelium omni creature. Gad geond ealne

f.26r.
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middangeard, secgap lifes bebodu eallum peodum.

Swa paet waes paet Agustus se casere he ricsode eer Cristes cyme ofer ealne
middangeard, swa ure haelend Crist nu hafad aldordom pissa ondweardra rica
& para toweardra & para pe ser weeron, forpanpe he is ealles middangeardes

cyning & ece wealdend.

Manegu wundor gelumpon in Agustes rice. purh pa wundor waes getac-

nod Cristes cyme on middangeard.

baet waes sum para wundra pa se casere com to Rome mid sigefeeste gefean
& mid blisse, da &t peere driddan tide pees daeges, paet waes &t underne, pa
weaes mannum on heofonum gesine gyldnes hringes onlicnes ymbutan pa sun-

narz.

& on pam hringe waes getacnod paet on his rice acenned wolde bion se
aOeling se is rihtlice nemned sodfaestnesse sunna/, peet is ponne ure haelend
Crist, paet he mid his faegernesse gewlitgode pa sunnan pe us nu deeghwamlice

lyhted & hie gesceop & mid his mihte ealne middangeard réced & styred.

bact gelomp swa ilce paet se casere on his rice forgeaf ealle scylda Romwara

folce.

ba waes on pan getacnod paet on his rice wolde cuman on middangeard se
0e mancynne forgifan wolde ealle hira synna & uncysta purh rihtne geleafan

& purh sode hreowe.

Ond on bees caseres dagum weeron genydde to rihtum beowdome & to
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rihtre hyrnesse ealle pa esnas pe fram hira hlaforde ser gewiton & him hyran
noldon; & swa hwylce swa ne woldon hlafordas habban, da weeron purh rode

deade gewitnode.

& on pam wees pa getacnod peet purh Cristes lare/ mancynn sceolde bion
underpeoded anes Godes hyrnesse & anes Godes willan wyrcean, & swa pape

ne willad rihtum geleafan onfon, pa biod geniorade in helle tintrego.

& in Agustes dagum weard swa mycel sybb geworden on middangearde
baet men waepn ne weegon, forpbampe he in sybbe wel gesette middangeardes

rice, & mid wisdomes creefte sio sibb weaes geseted geond ealne middangeard.

& he eac sende his cempan wide geond manega maegda paette yfle men ne

dorston nanwyht to teonan don for hyra egsan.

In paere myclan sybbe waes getacnod peere sodan sybbe cyme in middan-
geard, peet waes ure haclend Crist pe us gesybbode wid englum & us gepingode
wid Godfaeder & us to sybbe geladode, & he swa cwad: Beati pacifici quo-
niam filii Dei uocabuntur. Eadige biod pa sybsuman men forpanpe hie biod

Godes bearn genemnde.

Orim wisum ungelice weeron mannum beboden on paes caseres dagum,
beet is ponne beet seghwylc man sceolde gaful gildan, & ealle men sceoldon
hit gildan ge rice ge heane, & d0am gafole mon ne onfeng &t snegum men

butan in his sweesum edle.

On pan waes getacnod paet we sculon in prim wisum Gode rihtes geleafan
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gaful agildan, paet is on wordum & on gepohtum & on dedum, & God pam
gafole ne onfehd butan on ussum sweaesum edle paet is gehwaeder ge in pam
inneran ge in pam utteran, paet we mid inneweardre heortan & mid eadmodre
in God gelyfen, & pone geleafan mid godum weorcum gefyllen & mid mupe

ondettan.

Swa se eadega Paulus be pan cwead: Corde creditur ad iustitiam ore
autem confessio fit in salutem. Mid heortan man sceall gelyfan paet he maege

to sodfestnesse becuman, & mid mude ondettan paet he haebbe ece heelo.

Se godspellere seede paet middangeard waere gewriten pa Crist wees acenned.

On pan wees getacnod peet he com on menniscum lichoman se wolde his
para gecorenra naman awritan in ecre gemynde eadges lifes, swa he him gehet
& swa cwad: Gaudete et exultate quia nomina uestra scripta sunt in célis.

Geblissiad & gefeegniad fordande eowre/ naman synt awritene on heofonum.
Cyrinus waes pees caseres gerefa in paere maegde sio is nemned Syria.

eerest manna he laerde pone casere & wid him gepeahtode peet ealle men

him sceoldon gafol gyldan, & he sylf @erest & sydpan eall folc after pan.

In dam he getacnode pone eadegan Petrus, Cristes aldorpegn, forbampe
fram him com sio @ereste andetnes eer Cristes naman, & he Gode ageaf paes
rihtan geleafan gafol in pam worde pe he to Criste cwaed: Tu es Christus,

filius Dei uiui. ou eart Crist, lifiendes Godes sunu.

Swa ponne nu anra gehwylc eadiglice Gode agifed rihtne geleafan ponne
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he andetted feeder & suna & pam halgan gaste mid geleafan & mid hyhte &

mid Godes lufan.

Us is to witonne paette peet wees geleaflice gestihtod peaet loseph for to
Bethlem fram Galilea peaette paer weere Crist acenned, fordonpe Betlem is

genemned Domus panis Hlafes hus.

Ryhtlice sio stow waes swa gelice naman genemned forpanpe on hire waes
acenned lifes hlaf se de middangearde lif brohte, swa he be him sylfum cwaed:
Ego sum panis uiuus qui de célo descendit. Ic eom se lifigenda hlaf se de of

heofonumastah.

Sodlice he is se cwica hlaf forpanpe selmihtig God he gefylled ba cleenan
heortan & his para gecorenra mod mid ecre wynsumnesse gastlices lifes

gefean.

Da Ioseph & Maria comon to Bethlem, da waes sancta Maria bearneacenu,
nalaes fram losephe ac of paes halgan gastes gestihtum, swa se engel hire ser
segde & swa cwaed: Spiritus sanctus superueniet in te. Se halga gast cymed
ufon on pe, & paes hyhstan maegen pe utan ymbsyled & innan gefylled, forpan
baet/ of be bid acenned, peet bid halig nemned, Godes bearn.

Ure haelend Crist is nemned in pam godspelle paet he weaere sancta Marian
frumbearn, nales paet hio senig oder bearn eefre haefde butan Criste, ac he

is frumbearn nemned forpan he is fruma eallra gesceafta, ond he ealle gesceop.

Neenig eer him of helle astah, ne @&nig ser him of deade aras, paet he eft
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ne sceolde deades byrgan.

Pt mon leornad on gewritum peet monige arison of deade, hie sceoldon
hweedre eft deades byrgan butan Criste sylfum, & eft sculon arisan py nehstan

deege.
We gehyrdon paet ure haelend wees on binne aseted pa he waes acenned.
pbaet wees sio stow paer man nytenum hira andlifan sealde.

Sio binne getacnode Godes wiofod, peer bio pam halgum nytenum, peet is
pam geleaffulum mannum, bid seald paet gastlice gereord Cristes lichoman,
Oe he us to wedde forlet pactte we sien deelnimende Godes rices, swa he sylfa
be dam cwaed: Qui manducat carnem meam et bibit sanguinem meum, in
me manet et ego in illo. Se de eted minne lichoman & min blod drinced, he

wunab on me & ic on him.

Pas word us syndon swide to ongitanne paette we unclenlice ne onfon
pam halgan geryne Cristes lichoman & his blodes, ac we sculon us sylfe aer
cleensian & gedafenlice libban & bonne/ cleenlice dicgan beet halige geryne,

paet God on us wunige & we on him.

& we hyrdon gr on pam godspelle paet hyrdas weeron on pam ilcan lande
waeccende, & bi him stod dryhtnes engel & hie ymbscan heofonlices leohtes

byrhto.

ba hyrdas getacnodan pa godan lareowas & gedefe aldoras da pe geornlice

healdad peet Cristes yrfe paet weeron pa geleaffullan menn.
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& gif hie arfeaestlice healdad & wel leerap peet geleaffulle Godes fole, ponne
biod hie rumlice onlyhte mid godcundre gife, & pa gastlican gerynu him biod
leohtlicor ontyned ponne odrum mannum, forpande hie mid Godes lufan heal-

dad da getreowan gesomnunge Godes folces.

Pa hyrdas him pa ondredon swide, ac se engel hie frefrede & swa cwae0:
Nolite timere. Ne Ourfon ge eow ondraedan, fordonpe ic eow secge micelne
gefean.

& Efne swa he cwaede: Micel is gefea, swa he naefre ne bio geendod, ne he
ne bid Iudeum anum seald, ac he bid eallum peodum pam de on God gelyfan

willad.

Fordan is gedafenlic paet swa hwylc man swa wille gefean habban paet he

hine dyde to dam gefean se is ece gefea, pe lees him gefea aspringe.

For pam gefean englas heredon dryhten & swa cwaedon: Gloria in excelsis
Deo. Wuldor sie on heanessum Gode & sibb on eordan pam mannum pe

godne willan habbad.

Kr paet weere, paet ure heelend weere on menniscum lichoman acenned,
er we haefdon eefre wonisse & unsybbe wid englum, & we weeron aworpene
& ascadene fram hiora beorhte & fram hiora cleennisse purh earnunge peere
erestan scylde & purh odre synna deseghwamlice, & eefter dam pe heofones
cyning underhnah ures lichoman tyddernesse, ne forsawan pa englas usse
untrumnesse ne usse tiedernesse, ac hie sona cyrdon to ure sibbe & ure lufan,
forpanpe hie gesawon paet durh Cristes acennednesse heofona rices edel scolde

gefylled bion.
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Forpan hie mannum budon sybbe & swa cweedon: Pax hominibus bone

uoluntatis. Sibb sie mid mannum pe godne willan haebben.

Pt is se goda willa paet man odrum pees unne pe he wille paet him ge-

limpe, & beet he on odres gesyntum blissie & gefeo swa he on him sylfum wille.

Habben we for pam godne willan on ure heortan, forbanpe we ne biod
efre idele godra weorca for Godes eagum gif usse heortan biod gefyllede mid

godum willan.
We gehyrdon beette ure haelend haefde mycle eadmodnesse.

For ure lufan he astah of heofonum on eordan, paet we astigan fram eordan

to heofonum.

He waes pearfendlice mid cladum bewunden paet he us of synna bendum

alysde.

He wees on binne aseted on nearwe stowe & on medmicle paet he us forgife

wundoreardunge on heofona rice.

Forpan us gedafenad paet we geornlice tiligen eer se bitra dead cyme, paet
we sien deelnimende peaere godcundan gife, forbanpe we syndon on Godes

forestihtunge énglum gelice.

Ne geuncleensie us eenig fyrenlust, ne us to Gode wrege scandlic gepoht,
ne ure mod gedrefan meege grim wea, ne us efest gewundian/ maege, ne ofer-

hygd, ne gitsung eordlicra lusta.
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Ac hergen we & wuldrien urne dryhten on cleenum gedohtum & on halgum
wordum & on sodfsestum weorcum & on rihtum geleafan, forpanpe his miht
is ufor ponne heofon & bradre ponne eorde & deopre ponne sz & leohtre

ponne heofones tungel.

Ne genealseced him naenig yldo ne sorh ne sar ne dead, ne his rices bid

eefre &enig ende.

Ac he us eallum gifed, gif we geearnian willad, rice butan ende & blisse
butan gnornunge & smyltnesse butan gedrefednesse & leoht butan peostrum
& lif butan deade & haelo butan sare & ecnesse butan ende, & we biod butan

synna wommum & blide butan unrotnesse, & we biod lifgende butan deade.

Gastlice herigen we ures dryhtnes naman, haelendes Cristes; he leofad &

ricsad aa butan ende.
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