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The Rune Poem
Ed. Elliot van Kirk Dobbie, ASPR 6 (1942), pp. 28-30.

Originally found in Cotton Otho B.x, ff. 165r—165v. The manuscript was destroyed by fire in
1731, but the text of the poem was printed by George Hickes in 1705. Phonetic values of the
runes and “extra” runes not present in Otho B.x were taken by Hickes from Cotton Domitian
Al.ix, f. 10r. The names of the runes may come from a third source. Dobbie concludes, “It is in
fact probable that only the runic letters themselves were present at the beginning of each stanza
in the original manuscript” (xlvii). There are also Icelandic and Norwegian rune poems.

(feoh) byp frofur fira gehwylcum.

Sceal deah manna gehwylc miclun hyt delan

gif he wile for drihtne domes hleotan.

(ur) byp anmod and oferhyrned,

telafrecne deor, feohtep mid hornum, 5
meare morstapa; pat is modig wuht.

(0orn) byp Oearle scearp; degna gehwylcum

anfeng ys yfyl, ungemetun repe

manna gehwylcun de him mid rested.

(0s) byp ordfruma =xlcre sprace, 10
wisdomes wrapu and witena frofur,

and eorla gehwam eadnys and tohiht.

(rad) byp on recyde rinca gehwylcum

sefte, and swiphwat dam Oe sittep on ufan

meare maegenheardum ofer milpapas. 15
(cen) byp cwicera gehwam cup on fyre,

blac and beorhtlic, byrnep oftust

Ozr hi xpelingas inne restap.

(gyfu) gumena byp gleng and herenys,

wrapu and wyrpscype, and wracna gehwam 20
ar and xtwist Oe byp opra leas.

(wen)ne brucep Oe can weana lyt,

sares and sorge, and him sylfa hafp

bled and blysse and eac byrga geniht.

(hzegl) byp hwitust corna; hwyrft hit of heofones lyfte, 25

wealcap hit windes scuras, weorpep hit to watere syddan.
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(nyd) byp nearu on breostan, weorpep hi deah oft nipa bearnum

to helpe and to hxle gehwapre, gif hi his hlystap aror.

(is) byp oferceald, ungemetum slidor,
glisnap glaeshluttur, gimmum gelicust,
flor forste geworuht, faeger ansyne.
(ger) byp gumena hiht, don god lztep,
halig heofones cyning, hrusan syllan
beorhte bleda beornum and dearfum.
(eoh) byp utan unsmepe treow,

heard, hrusan fast, hyrde fyres,
wyrtrumun underwrepyd, wyn on eple.
(peord) byp symble plega and hlehter
wlancum dar wigan sittap

on beorsele blipe @tsomne.

(eolhx) secg eard hafp oftust on fenne,
wexed on wature, wundap grimme,
blode brened beorna gehwylcne

de him znigne onfeng geded.

(sigel) semannum symble bip on hihte,
donn hi hine feriap ofer fisces bep,

op hi brimhengest bringep to lande.
(Tir) bip tacna sum, healded trywa wel
wip @pelingas, a bip on ferylde,

ofer nihta genipu nafre swicep.

(beorc) byp bleda leas, berep efne swa deah

tanas butan tudder, bip on telgum wlitig,
heah on helme hrysted fagere,

geloden leafum, lyfte getenge.

(eh) byp for eorlum apelinga wyn,

hors hofum wlanc, d=r him hzlep ymbe
welege on wicgum, wrixlap sprace,

and bip unstyllum =fre frofur.
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(man) byp on myrgpe his magan leof;
sceal peah anra gehwylc odrum swican,
for dam dryhten wyle dome sine

pat earme flaesc eorpan betecan.
(lagu) byp leodum langsum gepubht,
gif hi sculun nepan on nacan tealtum,
and hi seypa swype bregap,

and se brimhengest bridles ne gymed.
(Ing) wes @rest mid Fastdenum
gesewen secgun, op he siddan eft

ofer weg gewat, wen xfter ran;

dus heardingas done hzle nemdun.
(epel) byp oferleof #ghwylcum men,
gif he mot dar rihtes and gerysena on
brucan on bolde bleadum oftast.

(d=g) byp drihtnes sond, deore mannum,
mzre metodes leoht, myrgp and tohiht
eadgum and earmum, eallum brice.
(ac) byp on eorpan elda bearnum
flesces fodor, ferep gelome

ofer ganotes baxp; garsecg fandap
hwaper ac habbe xpele treowe.

(esc) bip oferheah, eldum dyre,

stip on stapule, stede rihte hylt,

deah him feohtan on firas monige.

(vr) byp «pelinga and eorla gehwaes
wyn and wyrpmynd, byp on wicge feger,
faestlic on faerelde, fyrdgeatewa sum.
(ior) byp eafix, and deah a brucep
fodres on foldan, hafap fegerne eard,

wetre beworpen, dzr he wynnum leofap.
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(ear) byp egle eorla gehwylcun,
donn festlice flesc onginnep,
hraw colian, hrusan ceosan

blac to gebeddan; bleda gedreosap,

wynna gewitap, wera geswicap.

90



