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BEOWULF

Anonymous

BL Cotton Vitellius A.xv

Follows Klaeber 3, modified with K4, eds. Fulk, Bjork, and Niles, with vari-

ants of ASPR noted.
HWAT! WE GARDENA in geardagum

pbeodcyninga, prym gefrunon,

hu da aeelingas ellen fremedon.

Oft Scyld Scefing sceapena preatum,

monegum maegpum, meodosetla ofteah,

egsode eorlas. Syddan aerest weard

feasceaft funden, he paes frofre gebad,

weox under wolcnum, weor0Omyndum pah,

o0paet him seghwylc para ymbsittendra

ofer hronrade hyran scolde,

gomban gyldan. paet waes god cyning!

1 GARDENA | Foliation after Zupitza, with minor corrections, according to the old style
(add 3 for new 1884 foliation)
6 eorlas| MS eorl.
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25

30

Daoem eafera waes sefter cenned

geong in geardum, pone God sende

folce to frofre; fyrendearfe ongeat
be hie ger drugon aldorlease

lange hwile. Him paes Liffrea,

wuldres wealdend, woroldare forgeaf;

Beowulf waes breme bleed wide sprang,

Scyldes eafera Scedelandum in.

Swa sceal geong guma gode gewyrcean,

fromum feohgiftum on feeder bearme,

baet hine on ylde eft gewunigen
wilgesipas, bonne wig cume,
leode geleesten; lofdeedum sceal

in maegha gehweere man gepeon.

Him 0a Scyld gewat to gesceephwile

felahror feran on frean weere.

Hi hyne pa setbaeron to brimes farode,

swaese gesipas, swa he selfa baed,

penden wordum weold wine Scyldinga;

leof landfruma lange ahte.

13 God| Pagan-Christian arguments aside, God is capitalized throughout because it is a

proper name, like Andy Hardy or the Tooth Fairy.
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40

45

50

Peer st hyde stod hringedstefna,
isig ond utfus, aepelinges feer.

Aledon pa leofne peoden,

beaga bryttan, on bearm scipes,

merne be maeste. paer waes madma fela
of feorwegum freetwa gelaeded;

ne hyrde ic cymlicor ceol gegyrwan
hildewsepnum ond headowsedum,
billum ond byrnum:; him on bearme laeg
madma maenigo, ba him mid scoldon
on flodes aeht feor gewitan.

Nalaes hi hine laessan lacum teodan,
beodgestreonum, pon pa dydon

be hine et frumsceafte ford onsendon
eenne ofer yoe umborwesende.

ba gyt hie him asetton segen geldenne
heah ofer heafod, leton holm beran,
geafon on garsecg; him waes geomor sefa,
murnende mod. Men ne cunnon

secgan to sode, seleraedende,

51 selersedende| MS sele reedenne.
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heeled under heofenum, hwa paem hlaeste onfeng.

P A waes on burgum Beowulf Scyldinga, Fitt I
leof leodcyning, longe brage
folcum gefraege feeder ellor hwearf,
aldor of earde, op peet him eft onwoc

heah Healfdene; heold penden lifde,

gamol ond gudreouw, gleede Scyldingas.
Dam feower bearn forogerimed
in worold wocun, weoroda raswan,

Heorogar ond Hrodgar ond Halga til,
hyrde ic paet ... wees Onelan cwen,
Heado-Scilfingas healsgebedda.

Pa waes Hrodgare heresped gyfen,

wiges weor0Omynd, beaet him his winemagas

georne hyrdon, 000 beet seo geogod geweox,

magodriht micel. Him on mod bearn

pbaet healreced hatan wolde,

medogern micel men gewyrcean £.130v
ponne yldo bearn efre gefrunon,

ond peer on innan eall gedeelan

60 reeswan | MS reeswa.
62 ... ] MS no gap



geongum ond ealdum, swylc him God sealde,

buton folcscare ond feorum gumena.

Da ic wide gefreegn weorc gebannan
manigre maegpe geond bisne middangeard,
folcstede fraetwan. Him on fyrste gelomp,
aedre mid yldum, paet hit weard ealgearo,
healserna maest; scop him Heort naman

se pe his wordes geweald wide haefde.

He beot ne aleh, beagas delde,

sinc et symle. Sele hlifade,

heah ond horngeap, headowylma bad,

ladan liges; ne wees hit lenge pa gen

baet se ecghete apumsweorum

eefter waelnide waecnan scolde.

Da se ellengeest earfo0lice anegn(ligel e
pbrage gepolode, se pe in pystrum bad,

baet he dogora gehwam dream gehyrde

hludne in healle; baer waes hearpan sweg,
swutol sang scopes. Seegde se pe cupe
frumsceaft fira feorran reccan,

84 ecghete| MS secg hete.
84 apumsweorum| MS apum swerian
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105

110

£.132r r.

131 after f.

cwaed peet se Almihtiga eordan worhte, 146.
wlitebeorhtne wang, swa weaeter bebuged,

gesette sigehrepig sunnan ond monan

leoman to leohte landbuendum

ond gefraetwade foldan sceatas

leomum ond leafum, lif eac gesceop

cynna gehwylcum para de cwice hwyrfap.

Swa 0a drihtguman dreamum lifdon

eadiglice, 000zt an ongan

fyrene fremman feond on helle.

Wees se grimma, gaest Grendel haten, S
meere mearcstapa, se pe moras heold,

fen ond feesten; fifelcynnes eard

wonsali wer weardode hwile,

sipdan him Scyppend forscrifen heefde

in Caines cynne. Pone cwealm gewraec

ece drihten, baes pe he Abel slog;

ne gefeah he paere faehde, ac he hine feor forwraec,
metod for py mane, mancynne fram.

panon untydras ealle onwocon,

106 Scyppend| MS scyppen
107 Caines| MS cames
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125

130

eotenas ond ylfe ond orcneas,

swylce gigantas, ba wid Gode wunnon

lange brage; he him Oss lean forgeald.
GEWAT 0a neosian, sybdan niht becom,

hean huses, hu hit Hring-Dene

efter beorpege gebun haefdon.

Fand pa dser inne epelinga gedriht

swefan eefter symble; sorge ne cudon,
wonsceaft wera. Wiht unheelo,

grim ond graedig, gearo sona wees,
reoc ond repe, ond on raeste genam
pritig pegna, panon eft gewat

hude hremig to ham faran,

mid peere weelfylle wica neosan.

Da waes on uhtan mid eerdaege
Grendles gudcraeft gumum undyrne;
ba waes after wiste wop up ahafen,
micel morgensweg. Meere peoden,
epeling aergod, unblide seet,

bolode drydswyo, begnsorge dreah,

syOpan hie pees ladan last sceawedon,

£.132v
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140

145

150

wergan gastes;
lad ond longsum.
ac ymb ane niht
mordbeala mare,
feehde ond fyrene;
Pa waes eadfynde
gerumlicor
bed eefter burum,
gesaegd sodlice
healdegnes hete;
fyr ond feestor
Swa rixode

ana wideallum,
husa selest.
twelf wintra tid
wine Scyldinga,
sidra sorga.
ylda bearnum,

gyddum geomore,

wees paet gewin to strang,
Nees hit lengra fyrst,
eft gefremede
ond no mearn fore,
waes to faest on pam.

pe him elles hweer

reeste sohte,

da him gebeacnod waes,
sweotolan tacne

heold hyne sydpan

se peem feonde setwand.

ond wid rihte wan,

o0paet idel stod

Waees seo hwil micel;

torn gepolode

weana gehwelcne,

Fordam gesyne weard,

undyrne cud,

paette Grendel wan

139 sohte| MS nothing

148 Scyldinga] MS scyldenda
149 gesyne| del. secgum, neither in MS
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160

165

170

hwile wid Hropgar, hetenidas waeg,

fyrene ond faehde fela missera,
singale saece; sibbe ne wolde

wi0 manna hwone maegenes Deniga,
feorhbealo feorran, fea pingian,

ne paer neenig witena wenan porfte
beorhtre bote to banan folmum,

ac se xglaeca ehtende waes,

deorc deapscua, dugupe ond geogobe,
seomade ond syrede; sinnihte heold
mistige moras; men ne cunnon
hwyder helrunan hwyrftum scripad.
Swa fela fyrena feond mancynnes,
atol angengea, oft gefremede,
heardra hynda; Heorot eardode,
sincfage sel sweartum nihtum.

No he pone gifstol gretan moste,
mapdum for metode, ne his myne wisse.
Paet waes wreec micel wine Scyldinga,
modes brecoa. Monig oft geseet

158 banan| MS banii
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180

185

190

rice to rune; reed eahtedon,

hweet swidferhdum selest waere

wi0 feergryrum to gefremmanne.

Hwilum hie geheton et hergtrafum

wigweorpunga, wordum baedon

paet him gastbona geoce gefremede

wid peodpreaum. Swylc waes peaw hyra,

haepenra hyht; helle gemundon

in modsefan, metod hie ne cupon,

deeda demend, ne wiston hie drihten God,

ne hie huru heofena helm herian ne cupon,

wuldres waldend. Wa bid paem de sceal

purh slione nid sawle bescufan

in fyres feepm, frofre ne wenan,

wihte gewendan; wel bid paem pe mot

efter deaddaege drihten secean

ond to feeder faepmum freo0o wilnian.
SWA 0a malceare maga Healfdenes

singala sead; ne mihte snotor heaeled

wean onwendan; wees paet gewin to swyd,

175 heergtrafum| MS hraeg trafum

f. 134r
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200

205

210

lap ond longsum, pe on da leode becom,
nydwracu nipgrim, nihtbealwa maest.
Peet fram ham gefraegn Higelaces pegn,

god mid Geatum, Grendles deeda;

se waes moncynnes meegenes strengest

on paem daege bysses lifes,

epele ond eacen. Het him yolidan

godne gegyrwan; cwaed, he gudcyning
ofer swanrade secean wolde,

merne peoden, pa him waes manna pearf.
Done siofeet him snotere ceorlas

lythwon logon, peah he him leof weere;
hwetton higerofne, hael sceawedon.

Heefde se goda Geata leoda

cempan gecorone pbara be he cenoste
findan mihte. Fiftynana sum
sundwudu sohte; secg wisade,
lagucraeftig mon, landgemyrcu.

Fyrst foro gewat; flota waes on ydum,
bat under beorge. Beornas gearwe

on stefn stigon. Streamas wundon,

f. 134v
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220

225

230

sund wid sande. Secgas baeron

on bearm nacan beorhte freetwe,
gudsearo geatolic; guman ut scufon,
weras on wilsid wudu bundenne.

Gewat pa ofer waegholm, winde gefysed,
flota famiheals fugle gelicost,

odpaet ymb antid opres dogores

wundenstefna gewaden haefde

baet 0a lidende land gesawon,
brimclifu blican, beorgas steape,
side s&naessas; ba waes sund liden,
eoletes @t ende. Panon up hrade
Wedera leode on wang stigon,
seewudu seeldon syrcan hrysedon,

gudgeweaedo; Gode pancedon

baes pe him yplade eade wurdon.

Pa of wealle geseah weard Scildinga,
se pe holmclifu healdan scolde,
beran ofer bolcan beorhte randas,
fyrdsearu fuslicu; hine fyrwyt braec

modgehygdum, hwaet pa men weeron.

f. 135r



Gewat him pa to warode wicge ridan

235 begn Hrodgares, prymmum cwehte
maegenwudu mundum, mepelwordum fraegn:
Shoreguard
“Hweaet syndon ge searohaebbendra, Do
byrnum werede, be pus brontne ceol
ofer lagustraete leedan cwomon,
240 hider ofer holmas? Ic hwile wees
endesata, egwearde heold,
be on land Dena ladra neenig
mid scipherge scedpan ne meahte.
No her cudlicor cuman ongunnon
245 lindhaebbende; ne ge leafnesword
gudfremmendra gearwe ne wisson,
maga gemedu. Neefre ic maran geseah
eorla ofer eorpan donne is eower sum,
secg on searwuimn; nis paet seldguma,
250 waepnum geweordad, nzefne him his wlite leoge,
eenlic ansyn. Nu ic eower sceal
frumcyn witan, er ge fyr heonan, f. 135v
leassceaweras, on land Dena

240 Ic hwile waes| MS le wees
250 neefne] MS neefre



furpur feran. Nu ge feorbuend,

255 merelidende, minne gehyrad
anfealdne gepoht: ofost is selest
to gecydanne hwanan eowre cyme syndon.”
HiMm se yldesta ondswarode, Fitt IIIT
werodes wisa, wordhord onleac:
260 “We synt gumcynnes Geata leode
ond Higelaces heordgeneatas.
Wees min faeder folcum gecyped,
&pele ordfruma, Ecgbeow haten;
gebad wintra worn, er he on weg hwurfe,
265 gamol of geardum; hine gearwe geman
witena welhwylc wide geond eorpan.

We purh holdne hige hlaford pinne,

sunu Healfdenes, secean cwomon,
leodgebyrgean. Wes bu us larena god.
270 Habbadwe to psem meeran micel serende,
Deniga frean. Ne sceal peer dyrne sum
wesan, paes ic wene: pu wast, gif hit is
swa we soplice secgan hyrdon, f. 1361

255 minne| MS mine
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280

285

290

paet mid Scyldingum

deogol deedhata,
eawedpurh egsan
hynou ond hrafyl.
purh rumne sefan
hu he frod ond god
gyf him edwenden
bealuwa bisigu,
ond pa cearwylmas
000e a sypdan
preanyd polad

on heahstede
Weard mabelode
ombeht unforht:
scearp scyldwiga
worda ond worca,
Ic peet gehyre,

frean Scyldinga.

weepen ond gewaedu,

Swylce ic magupegnas

sceadona ic nat hwylc,
deorcum nihtum
uncudne nio,
Ic paes Hrodgar maeg
reed gelaeran,
feond oferswydep —
efre scolde
bot eft cuman —

colran wurdab;

earfodprage,
penden paer wunad

husa selest.”

dzer on wicge saet,
“aeghwaepres sceal
gescad witan,
se be wel penced.
paet pis is hold weorod
Gewitap foroberan
ic eow wisige.

mine hate

280 edwenden| MS edwendan
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300

305

310

widofeonda gehwone flotan eowerne,

niwtyrwydne nacan on sande

arum healdan, op Ozt eft byred
ofer lagustreamas leofne mannan
wudu wundenhals to Wedermearce,
godfremmendra swylcum gifepe bid

baet pone hilderaes hal gediged.”

Gewiton him pa feran; flota stille bad,
seomode on sale sidfeepmed scip,

on ancre faest; eoforlic scionon

ofer hleorbergan gehroden golde,

fah ond fyrheard; ferhwearde heold

gupmod grimmon. Guman onetton,

sigon aetsomne, op peet hy seel timbred

geatolic ond goldfah, ongyton mihton;

baet wees foremaerost foldbuendum

receda under roderum, on paem se rica bad;

lixte se leoma ofer landa fela.

302 sale] MS sole

304 hleorbergan| MS hleor beran
306 grimmon| MS grummon
307 seel timbred| MS eltimbred
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320

325

330

Him pa hildedeor hof modigra

torht getaehte, paet hie him to mihton
gegnum gangan; gudbeorna sum
wicg gewende, word after cweed:
“Meel is me to feran; feeder alwalda
mid arstafum eowic gehealde
sida gesunde. Ic to see wille,
widowradwerod wearde healdan.”

STRAET wees stanfah, stig wisode
gumum aetgaedere. Gudbyrne scan
heard hondlocen; hringiren scir
song in searwum. Pa hie to sele furoum
in hyra gryregeatwum gangan cwomon,
setton seemebpe side scyldas,
rondas regnhearde, wi0 paes recedes weal,
bugon pa to bence. Byrnan hringdon,
gudsearo gumena; garas stodon,
seemanna searo, samod eetgaedere,
aescholt ufan greeg; wees se irenpreat
weepnum gewurpad. Pa dzer wlonc heeled

312 hof| MS of

f. 137r
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340

345

350

oretmecgas
“Hwanon ferigead ge
graege syrcan on
heresceafta heap?
ar ond ombiht.

bus manige men

Wen ic paet ge for wlenco,

ac for higeprymmum
Him pa ellenrof
wlanc Wedera leod,
heard under helme:
beodgeneatas;
Wille ic asecgan
meerum peodne,

aldre pinum, gif

beet we hine swa godne

Waulfgar mapelode;
wees his modsefa
wig ond wisdom:

frean Scildinga,

efter e pelum freegn:

feette scyldas,
d grimhelmas,

Ic eom Hrodgares

Ne seah ic elpeodige

modiglicran.

Hrodgar sohton.”
andswarode,
word eefter spreec,

“We synt Higelaces

Beowulf is min nama.

sunu Healfdenes,

min gerende,

he us geunnan wile
gretan moton.”

paet waes Wendla leod;

manegum gecyoded,

“Ic pees wine Deniga,

frinan wille,

332 @pelum| MS heelepum

nalles for wraecsioum,

Wulfgar greets
Beowulf

f. 137v
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360

365

370

beaga bryttan, swa pu bena eart,

beoden meerne, ymb pinne sid,
ond pe pa ondsware aedre gecyOan
Oe me se goda agifan penced.”

Hwearf pa hraedlice beer Hrodgar saet

eald ond anhar mid his eorla gedriht;
eode ellenrof, paet he for eaxlum gestod
Deniga frean; cupe he dugude peaw.

Wulfgar madelode to his winedrihtne:
“Her syndon geferede, feorran cumene
ofer geofenes begang Geata leode;
bone yldestan oretmecgas

Beowulf nemnad. Hy benan synt

beet hie, peoden min, wid pe moton
wordum wrixlan. No du him wearne geteoh
dinra gegncwida, gleedman Hrodgar.
Hy on wiggetawum wyrde pincead
eorla geaehtlan; huru se aldor deah,

se peem headorincum hider wisade.”

HRODBPGAR mabelode, helm Scyldinga:

357 anhar| MS un har

f. 138r
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380

385

390

“Ic hine cude cnihtwesende;
wees his ealdfeeder Ecgpeo haten,

O0zem to ham forgeaf Hrepel Geata

angan dohtor; is his eafora nu
heard her cumen, sohte holdne wine.
Donne saegdon pact seelipende,

ba Oe gifsceattas Geata fyredon
byder to pance, paet he pritiges
manna maegencraeft on his mundgripe

heaporof haebbe. Hine halig God

for arstafum us onsende,

to West-Denum, bees ic wen haebbe,

wi0 Grendles gryre. Ic peem godan sceal

for his modpraece madmas beodan.

Beo du on ofeste, hat in gan

seon sibbegedriht samod eetgaedere;

gesaga him eac wordum pbaet hie sint wilcuman
Deniga leodum.” oKk

Wedera leodum word inne abead:

“Eow het secgan sigedrihten min,

375 eafora| MS eaforan
389 xxx| MS no gap

Hrodgar to
Wulfgar

f. 138v

Wulfgar to
Hrodgar



aldor East-Dena, pbaet he eower aepelu can,

ond ge him syndon ofer seewylmas
heardhicgende hider wilcuman.

395 Nu ge moton gangan in eowrum gudgeatawum
under heregriman Hrodgar geseon;

leetad hildebord her onbidan,

wudu weelsceaftas, worda gepinges.”
Aras pa se rica, ymb hine rinc manig,
400 pryolic pegna heap; sume peer bidon,
headoreaf heoldon, swa him se hearda bebead. f. 139r
Snyredon setsomne, ba secg wisode,
under Heorotes hrof; eode hildedeor
heard under helme, paet he on heorde gestod.
405 Beowulf madelode; on him byrne scan,
searonet seowed smipes orpancum:
“Wees pu, Hrodgar, hal! Ic eom Higelaces Moo
maeg ond magodegn; haebbe ic maerda fela
ongunnen on geogope. Me weard Grendles ping
410 on minre epeltyrf undyrne cud;
secgad seelidend peet pees sele stande,

403 eode hildedeor| MS editorial emendation



415

420

425

430

reced selesta, rinca gehwylcum

idel ond unnyt, siddan eefenleoht

under heofenes hador beholen weorped.
Pa me peet gelerdon leode mine

ba selestan, snotere ceorlas,

beoden Hrodgar, bact ic pe sohte,
forpan hie maegenes craeft minne cupon;
selfe ofersawon, da ic of searwum cwom,
fah from feondum, beer ic fife geband,
yOde eotena cyn ond on ydum slog
niceras nihtes, nearopearfe dreah,

wraec Wedera nid — wean ahsodon —
forgrand gramum; ond nu wid Grendel sceal,
wi0 pam aglaecan, ana gehegan

0ing wid pyrse. Ic pe nuda,

brego Beorht-Dena, biddan wille,

eodor Scyldinga, anre bene,

baet Ou me ne forwyrne, wigendra hleo,
freowine folca, nu ic pus feorran com,
beet ic mote ana, minra eorla gedryht,

414 hador| MS hador
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440

445

450

ond pes hearda heap Heorot feelsian.

Haebbe ic eac geahsod bact se aegleeca

for his wonhydum weaepna ne recced.

Ic paet ponne forhicge, swa me Higelac sie,
min mondrihten, modes blide,

baet ic sweord bere opde sidne scyld,
geolorand to gube, ac ic mid grape sceal
fon wid feonde ond ymb feorh sacan,

lad wio lapum; Ozer gelyfan sceal

dryhtnes dome se pe hine dead nimed.
Wen ic peaet he wille, gif he wealdan mot,
in paem gudsele Geatena leode

etan unforhte, swa he oft dyde,
magenhred manna. Na pu minne pearft
hafalan hydan, ac he me habban wile
dreore fahne, gif mec dead nimed:

byred blodig weel, byrgean penced,

eted angenga unmurnlice,

mearcad morhopu — no du ymb mines ne pearft
lices feorme leng sorgian.

Onsend Higelace, gif mec hild nime,

f. 140r



beaduscruda betst, baet mine breost wered,

hraegla selest; peet is Hreedlan laf,
455 Welandes geweorc. Ged a wyrd swa hio scel.”
HRODPGAR mapelode, helm Scyldinga: Fitt VII
. . Hrobgar to
“For fyhtum bu, wine min Beowulf, Beowulf
ond for arstafum usic sohtest.

Gesloh pin feeder feehde meeste;

460 wearp he Heapolafe to handbonan
mid Wilfingum; da hine Wedera cyn
for herebrogan habban ne mihte.

Panon he gesohte Sud-Dena folc

ofer yoa gewealc, Ar-Scyldinga; f. 140v
465 da ic furpum weold folce Deniga
ond on geogode heold ginne rice,

hordburh helepa, da waes Heregar dead,

min yldra maeg unlifigende,

bearn Healfdenes; se waes betera donne ic.
470 Siddan pa faehde feo pingode:

sende ic Wylfingum ofer weeteres hrycg

457 fyhtum] del. gewyrhtum
461 Wedera| MS gara
466 ginne| MS gimme



475

480

485

490

ealde madmas; he me apas swor.

Sorh is me to secganne on sefan minum
gumena gengum hweet me Grendel hafad
hyndo on Heorote mid his hetepancum,
feernida gefremed; is min fletwerod,
wigheap gewanod; hie wyrd forsweop

on Grendles gryre. God eape maeg

pone dolscadan deeda getweefan.

Ful oft gebeotedon beore druncne

ofer ealowaege oretmecgas

pbaet hie in beorsele bidan woldon
Grendles gupe mid gryrum ecga.

Donne waes peos medoheal on morgentid,

drihtsele dreorfah ponne daeg lixte,

eal bencpelu blode bestymed,

heall heorudreore; ahte ic holdra py lees,
deorre dugude, be pba dead fornam.

Site nu to symle ond onsal meoto,
sigehred secgum, swa pin sefa hwette.”
Pa waes Geatmeecgum geador eetsomne

on beorsele benc gerymed;

f. 141r



beaer swidferhpe sittan eodon,

prydum dealle. Pegn nytte beheold,

495 se be on handa beaer hroden ealowaege,
scencte scir wered. Scop hwilum sang
hador on Heorote. Paer waes heeleda dream,

dugud unlytel Dena ond Wedera.
UNFERD mabelode, Ecglafes bearn, Fitt VIII

500 be &t fotum seet frean Scyldinga,

onband beadurune. Wees him Beowulfes sid,

modges merefaran, micel sefpunca,

forpon pe he ne upe paet &enig oder man

efre meerda pon ma middangeardes f. 141v
505 gehedde under heofenum pbonne he sylfa:

“Eart pu se Beowulf, se pe wid Brecan wunne Bt

on sidne s& ymb sund flite,

Oeer git for wlence wada cunnedon

ond for dolgilpe on deop waeter
510 aldrum nepdon? Ne inc senig mon,

ne leof ne lad, belean mihte

sorhfullne sio, ba git on sund reon.

499 UNFERP| MS Hunferd



Peer git eagorstream earmum pehton,

maeton merestraeta, mundum brugdon,
515 glidon ofer garsecg; geofon ypum weol,

wintrys wylmum. Git on weeteres aht

seofonniht swuncon; he pe &t sunde oferflat,

haefde mare maegen. Pa hine on morgentid

on Heapo-Raemes holm up aetbeer;
520 donon he gesohte swaesne epel,

leof his leodum, lond Brondinga,

freodoburh faegere, paer he folc ahte,

burh ond beagas. Beot eal wid pe

sunu Beanstanes sode gelaeste. f.142r
525 Donne wene ic to pe wyrsan gepingea,

deah pu headoraesa gehweer dohte,

grimre gude, gif pbu Grendles dearst

nihtlongne fyrst nean bidan.”

Beowulf mapelode, bearn Ecgbeowes:

Beowulf

530 “Hweet, pu worn fela, wine min Unferd, e

beore druncen ymb Brecan spreece,

seegdest from his side. Sod ic talige,

beet ic merestrengo maran ahte,



535

540

545

550

eafepo on ypum, donne &nig oper man.

Wit peet gecwaedon cnihtwesende

ond gebeotedon (weeron begen ba git
on geogodfeore) beet wit on garsecg ut
aldrum neddon, ond peet gexefndon swa.
Heefdon swurd nacod, pa wit on sund reon,
heard on handa; wit unc wid hronfixas
werian pohton. No he wiht fram me
flodybum feor fleotan meahte,

hrapor on holme; no ic fram him wolde.
Pa wit setsomne on s& waeron

fifnihta fyrst, oppeet unc flod todraf,
wado weallende, wedera cealdost,
nipende niht, ond norpan wind
headogrim ondhwearf; hreo weaeron ypa.
Wees merefixa mod onhrered;

baer me wid ladum licsyrce min,

heard, hondlocen, helpe gefremede;
beadohraegl broden on breostum laeg
golde gegyrwed. Me to grunde teah

fah feondscada, feeste heefde

534 eafepo] ASPR. earfepo

f.142v



555

560

565

570

grim on grape; hwaepre me gyfepe weard

baet ic agleecan orde gerachte,

hildebille; heaporaes fornam

mihtig meredeor purh mine hand.
SWA mec gelome ladgeteonan

preatedon pearle. Ic him penode

deoran sweorde, swa hit gedefe waes.

Neaes hie dzere fylle gefean haefdon,

manfordaedlan, baet hie me pegon,
symbel ymbsaton segrunde neah;
ac on mergenne mecum wunde

be ydlafe uppe laegon,
sweordum aswefede, baet syOpan na

ymb brontne ford brimlidende

lade ne letton. Leoht eastan com,
beorht beacen Godes; brimu swapredon,
baet ic saenaessas geseon mihte,

windige weallas. Wyrd oft nered
unfsegne eorl, ponne his ellen deah.

Hwaepere me gesalde peet ic mid sweorde ofsloh

Fitt IX

£.143r



575

580

585

590

595

niceras nigene. No ic on niht gefreegn
under heofones hwealf heardran feohtan,
ne on egstreamum earmran mannon;
hwapere ic fara feng feore gedigde,

sipes werig. ba mec s opbeer,

flod eefter farode on Finna land,

wadu weallendu. No ic wiht fram pe
swylcra searonida secgan hyrde,

billa brogan. Breca naefre git

&t headolace, ne gehwaeper incer,

swa deorlice deed gefremede

fagum sweordum (no ic baes fela gylpe),
peah du pinum brodrum to banan wurde,
heafodmaegum; baes pu in helle scealt
werhoo dreogan, peah pin wit duge.
Secge ic pe to sode, sunu Ecglafes,

baet neefre Grendel swa fela gryra gefremede,
atol segleeca, ealdre pinum,

hyndo on Heorote, gif pin hige weere,
sefa swa searogrim, swa pu self talast.

Ac he hafad onfunden baet he pa fachde ne pearf,

£.143v



600

605

610

615

atole ecgpraece eower leode

swide onsittan, Sigescyldinga;
nymed nydbade, nanegum arad
leode Deniga, ac he lust wiged,
swefed ond sendep, secce ne wenep
to Gardenum. Ac ic him Geata sceal
eafod ond ellen ungeara nu,

gupe gebeodan. Gaeh eft se pe mot
to medo modig, sippan morgenleoht
ofer ylda bearn opres dogores,
sunne sweglwered supan scined.”

bPa waes on salum sinces brytta,

gamolfeax ond gudrof; geoce gelyfde

brego Beorhtdena, gehyrde on Beowulfe
folces hyrde feestreedne gepoht.

Daer waes haelepa hleahtor, hlyn swynsode,
word waeron wynsume. Eode Wealhpeow ford,
cwen Hrodgares, cynna gemyndig,

grette goldhroden guman on healle,

ond pa freolic wif ful gesealde

rest Eastdena epelwearde,

f.144v

Wealhpeow
enters



620

625

630

635

baed hine blidne et peere beorpege,
leodum leofne. He on lust gepeah
symbel ond seleful, sigerof kyning.
Ymbeode pa ides Helminga

dugupe ond geogope deel seghwylcne,

sincfato sealde, oppeet szl alamp

pbaet hio Beowulfe, beaghroden cwen

mode gepungen, medoful setbeer;

grette Geata leod, Gode pancode

wisfaest wordum bees Oe hire se willa gelamp
baet heo on senigne eorl gelyfde

fyrena frofre. He paet ful gepeah,

weelreow wiga &t Wealhpeon,

ond pa gyddode gupe gefysed.

Beowulf mapelode, bearn Ecgbeowes:
“Ic paet hogode, ba ic on holm gestah,
saebat gesaet mid minra secga gedriht,
baet ic anunga eowra leoda

willan geworhte opde on weel crunge,
feondgrapum faest. Ic gefremman sceal

eorlic ellen, opde endedag

f.144v

Beowulf
pledges his life



on pisse meoduhealle minne gebidan.”

bPam wife pa word wel licodon,

640 gilpcwide Geates; eode goldhroden
freolicu folccwen to hire frean sittan.
ba wees eft swa ser inne on healle
prydword sprecen, deod on szelum,
sigefolca sweg, op peet semninga

645 sunu Healfdenes secean wolde
aefenraeste; wiste peem ahlaecan

to peem heahsele hilde gepinged,

siddan hie sunnan leoht geseon meahton,

op de nipende niht ofer ealle,
650 scaduhelma gesceapu scridan cwoman,

wan under wolcnum. Werod eall aras.

Gegrette pa guma operne,

Hrodgar Beowulf, ond him heel abead,

wingernes geweald, ond peet word acwaed: f.145r
655 “Neefre ic ssnegum men er alyfde, Pt

sipdan ic hond ond rond hebban mihte,

Orypeern Dena buton pe nuda.

648 meahton| ASPR. ne meahton



660

665

670

675

Hafa nu ond geheald husa selest,
gemyne maerpo, maegenellen cyo,

waca wid wrapum. Ne bid pe wilna gad
gif pu peet ellenweorc aldre gedigest.”

P A him Hropgar gewat mid his haelepa gedryht,

eodur Scyldinga, ut of healle;

wolde wigfruma Wealhpeo secan,

cwen to gebeddan. Heefde kyningwuldor
Grendle togeanes, swa guman gefrungon,
seleweard aseted; sundornytte beheold
ymb aldor Dena, eotonweard abead.
Huru Geata leod georne truwode
modgan maegnes, metodes hyldo.

Da he him of dyde isernbyrnan,

helm of hafelan, sealde his hyrsted sweord,
irena cyst, ombihtpegne,

ond gehealdan het hildegeatwe.

Gespraec ba se goda gylpworda sum,
Beowulf Geata, er he on bed stige:

“No ic me an herewaesmun hnagran talige

gupgeweorca, ponne Grendel hine;

Fitt X

f.145v

Beowulf vows
to his men



680

685

690

695

forpan ic hine sweorde swebban nelle,

aldre beneotan, pbeah ic eal maege.

Nat he para goda baet he me ongean slea,
rand geheawe, peah Oe he rof sie
nipgeweorca; ac wit on niht sculon

secge ofersittan, gif he gesecean dear

wig ofer waepen, ond sipdan witig God
on swa hwaepere hond, halig dryhten
meaerdo deme, swa him gemet pince.”
Hylde hine pa heapodeor, hleorbolster onfeng
eorles andwlitan, ond hine ymb monig
snellic seerinc selereste gebeah.

Neenig heora pohte paet he panon scolde
eft eardlufan eefre gesecean,

folc opde freoburh, baer he afeded wees;

ac hie haefdon gefrunen beet hie aer to fela micles
in paem winsele weeldead fornam,

Denigea leode. Ac him dryhten forgeaf
wigspeda gewiofu, Wedera leodum,

frofor ond fultum, beet hie feond heora

Oourh anes creeft ealle ofercomon,

The Geats
rest

f.146r



700 selfes mihtum. Sod is gecyped

peaet mihtig God manna cynnes
weold wideferhd. Com on wanre niht
scridan sceadugenga. Sceotend swaefon,
ba peet hornreced healdan scoldon,

705 ealle buton anum (beet wees yldum cub
baet hie ne moste, pa metod nolde,
se scynscapa under sceadu bregdan)
ac he waeccende wrapum on andan

bad bolgenmod beadwa gepinges.

710 DA com of more under misthleopum Fitt XI
Grendel gongan, godes yrre beer;
mynte se manscada manna cynnes
sumne besyrwan in sele pam hean. Grendel enters
Wod under wolcnum to pees pe he winreced,

715 goldsele gumena, gearwost wisse,
feettum fahne. Ne wees beet forma sid

pbaet he Hropgares ham gesohte;
nzfre he on aldordagum &er ne sipdan f.146v
heardran heele, healdegnas fand.

720 Com Da to recede rinc sidian,



725

730

735

740

dreamum bedeaeled. Duru sona onarn,

fyrbendum feest, sypdan he hire folmum &thran;

onbraed pa bealohydig, da he gebolgen wees,

recedes mupan. Rape efter pon
on fagne flor feond treddode,
eode yrremod; him of eagum stod

ligge gelicost leoht unfaeger.

Geseah he in recede rinca manige,

swefan sibbegedriht samod aetgaedere,

magorinca heap. Pa his mod ahlog;

mynte paet he gedeelde, grpon dseg cwome,

atol aglaeca, anra gehwylces

lif wio lice, pa him alumpen wees

wistfylle wen. Ne waes paet wyrd pa gen

baet he ma moste manna cynnes

Oicgean ofer pa niht. Prydswyd beheold

maeg Higelaces, hu se manscada
under feergripum gefaran wolde.
Ne beet se agleeca yldan pohte,

ac he gefeng hrade forman side

740 gefeng| MS. earlier leaf interpolated here

f.131r



sleependne rinc, slat unwearnum,

bat banlocan, blod edrum dranc,
synsnaedum swealh; sona heefde
unlyfigendes eal gefeormod,

745 fet ond folma. Ford near setstop,

nam pa mid handa higepihtigne
rinc on raeste. He him rachte ongean
feond mid folme; he onfeng hrape
inwitbancum ond wi0 earm geseet.

750 Sona peet onfunde fyrena hyrde R
baet he ne mette middangeardes,
eorpan sceata, on elran men
mundgripe maran. He on mode weard
forht on ferhde; no py er fram meahte.

755 Hyge wees him hinfus, wolde on heolster fleon,
secan deofla gedraeg; ne wees his drohtod peer
swylce he on ealderdagum &r gemette.
Gemunde ba se goda, meeg Higelaces,

efenspraece, uplang astod

760 ond him faeste widfeng; fingras burston.

747 He him| not in ASPR



eoten waes utweard, eorl furpur stop.

Mynte se meera, hweer he meahte swa, f131v
widre gewindan ond on weg panon
fleon on fenhopu; wiste his fingra geweald
765 on grames grapum. Paet waes geocor sid
baet se hearmscapa to Heorute ateah.
Dryhtsele dynede; Denum eallum weard,
ceasterbuendum, cenra gehwylcum,
eorlum ealuscerwen. Yrre waeron begen,
770 repe renweardas. Reced hlynsode.
bPa waes wundor micel beet se winsele
wiohaefde heapodeorum, baet he on hrusan ne feol,
feeger foldbold; ac he peaes faeste waes
innan ond utan irenbendum
775 searoponcum besmipod. Peer fram sylle abeag
medubenc monig, mine gefraege,
golde geregnad, beaer pa graman wunnon.
Paes ne wendon ar witan Scyldinga
beet hit a mid gemete manna &nig,
780 betlic ond banfag, tobrecan meahte,

762 hweer| ASPR. beer



785

790

795

800

listum tolucan, nymbe liges faepm

swulge on swapule. Sweg up astag
niwe geneahhe; Norddenum stod
atelic egesa, anra gehwylcum

para pe of wealle wop gehyrdon,
gryreleod galan godes andsacan,
sigeleasne sang, sar wanigean

helle haefton. Heold hine faeste

se pbe manna wees maegene strengest
on paem daege bysses lifes.

NOLDE eorla hleo genige pinga
pbone cwealmcuman cwicne forleetan,
ne his lifdagas leoda &nigum
nytte tealde. bPeer genehost braegd
eorl Beowulfes ealde lafe,
wolde freadrihtnes feorh ealgian,
meeres peodnes, Ozer hie meahton swa.
Hie peet ne wiston, ba hie gewin drugon,

heardhicgende hildemecgas,

ond on healfa gehwone heawan pohton,

782 up| MS. foliation returns to normal
786 andsacan| ASPR. ondsacan

£.147r

Fitt XII

Beowulf’s men
join in



805

810

815

820

sawle secan: pone synscadan

eenig ofer eorpan irenna cyst,
gudbilla nan, gretan nolde,

ac he sigewaepnum forsworen heefde,
ecga gehwylcre. Scolde his aldorgedal
on dzem daege bysses lifes

earmlic wurdan, ond se ellorgast

on feonda geweald feor sidian.

Da peet onfunde se pe fela seror
modes myrde manna cynne,

fyrene gefremede (he wes fag wid God)

paet him se lichoma laestan nolde,
ac hine se modega maeg Hygelaces
haefde be honda; wees gehweaeper odrum

lifigende 1a0. Licsar gebad

atol eegleeca; him on eaxle weard
syndolh sweotol, seonowe onsprungon,
burston banlocan. Beowulfe weard
gudhred gyfepe. Scolde Grendel ponan
feorhseoc fleon under fenhleodu,

secean wynleas wic; wiste pe geornor

f.147v



825

830

835

840

bact his aldres wees ende gegongen,

dogera deegrim. Denum eallum weard
efter pam weelraese willa gelumpen.
Heefde pa gefeelsod se pe er feorran com,
snotor ond swydferhd, sele Hrodgares,
genered wid nide. Nihtweorce gefeh,
ellenmaerpum. Haefde Eastdenum

Geatmecga leod gilp gelaested,

swylce oncypde ealle gebette,

inwidsorge, be hie &r drugon
ond for preanydum bolian scoldon,
torn unlytel. Paet waes tacen sweotol,

sypdan hildedeor hond alegde,
earm ond eaxle (beer wees eal geador
Grendles grape) under geapne hrof.

P A wees on morgen mine gefreege

ymb pa githealle gudrinc monig;

ferdon folctogan feorran ond nean
geond widwegas wundor sceawian,
lapes lastas. No his lifgedal

sarlic puhte secga genegum

£.148v

Fitt XIII



845

850

855

860

para pe tirleases trode sceawode,
hu he werigmod on weg panon,
nida ofercumen, on nicera mere

feege ond geflymed feorhlastas beer.

Deaer waes on blode brim weallende,
atol yda geswing eal gemenged

haton heolfre, heorodreore weol.
Deadfeege deog, siddan dreama leas

in fenfreodo feorh alegde,

haepene sawle; beer him hel onfeng.
Panon eft gewiton ealdgesidas

swylce geong manig of gomenwabe
fram mere modge mearum ridan,
beornas on blancum. Daer waes Beowulfes
maerdo maened; monig oft gecwaed
paette sud ne nord be seem tweonum
ofer eormengrund oper nenig

under swegles begong selra nacre
rondhaebbendra, rices wyrdra.

Ne hie huru winedrihten wiht ne logon,

gleedne Hrodgar, ac peet wees god cyning.

£.148v



865

870

875

880

Hwilum heaporofe hleapan leton,

on geflit faran fealwe mearas

Ozr him foldwegas feegere puhton,
cystum cude. Hwilum cyninges pegn,
guma gilphleeden, gidda gemyndig,

se Oe eal fela ealdgesegena

worn gemunde, word oper fand

sode gebunden; secg eft ongan

si0 Beowulfes snyttrum styrian

ond on sped wrecan spel gerade,
wordum wrixlan. Welhwylc gecwaed

baet he fram Sigemundes secgan hyrde
ellendeedum, uncupes fela,

Weelsinges gewin, wide sidas,

para pe gumena bearn gearwe ne wiston,
feehde ond fyrena, buton Fitela mid hine,
bonne he swulces hwaet secgan wolde,
eam his nefan, swa hie a waeron

&t nida gehwam nydgesteallan;

haefdon eal fela eotena cynnes

sweordum gesaeged. Sigemunde gesprong

Horse racing
and singing

£.149r

Lay of
Sigemund



885

890

895

900

905

efter deaddaege dom unlytel,

sypdan wiges heard wyrm acwealde,
hordes hyrde. He under harne stan,

a&epelinges bearn, ana genedde

frecne deede, ne waes him Fitela mid.

Hwaepre him geszelde Ozt paet swurd purhwod

wraetlicne wyrm, beaet hit on wealle setstod,

dryhtlic iren; draca mordre swealt.

Heefde aglaeca elne gegongen

baet he beahhordes brucan moste

selfes dome; seebat gehleod, f.149v
baer on bearm scipes beorhte fraetwa,

Weelses eafera. Wyrm hat gemealt.

Se waes wreccena wide maerost

ofer werpeode, wigendra hleo,

ellendeedum (he bees eer ondah),

siddan Heremodes hild swedrode, Horomod
eafod ond ellen. He mid Eotenum weard

on feonda geweald ford forlacen,

snude forsended. Hine sorhwylmas

lemedon to lange; he his leodum weard,



eallum aepellingum to aldorceare;
swylce oft bemearn gerran meelum
swioferhpes sio snotor ceorl monig,
se pe him bealwa to bote gelyfde,

910 baet paet deodnes bearn gepeon scolde,
feederaepelum onfon, folc gehealdan,

hord ond hleoburh, haclepa rice,

epel Scyldinga. He peer eallum weard,
maeg Higelaces, manna cynne,
915 freondum gefeegra; hine fyren onwod.
Hwilum flitende fealwe straete
mearum meeton. Da waes morgenleoht
scofen ond scynded. Eode scealc monig £.150r
swidhicgende to sele pam hean
920 searowundor seon; swylce self cyning
of brydbure, beahhorda weard,
tryddode tirfeest getrume micle,
cystum gecybed, ond his cwen mid him
medostigge maet maegpa hose.
925 HRODPGAR mabelode (he to healle geong, Fitt XIV

stod on stapole, geseah steapne hrof,



930

935

940

945

golde fahne, ond Grendles hond):

Hrodgar’s

“Disse ansyne alwealdan panc speech
lungre gelimpe. Fela ic lapes gebad,

grynna et Grendle; a maeg God wyrcan

wunder aefter wundre, wuldres hyrde.

Dact waes ungeara baet ic @enigra me

weana ne wende to widan feore

bote gebidan, ponne blode fah

husa selest heorodreorig stod,

wea widscofen witena gehwylcum

dara pe ne wendon pbaet hie wideferhd

leoda landgeweorc labum beweredon

scuccum ond scinnum. Nu scealc hafad £.150v
purh drihtnes miht deed gefremede

Oe we ealle er ne meahton

snyttrum besyrwan. Hweet, paet secgan meaeg
efne swa hwylc maegba swa Oone magan cende
eefter gumcynnum, gyf heo gyt lyfad,

paet hyre ealdmetod este weere

bearngebyrdo. Nu ic, Beowulf, pec,

Hrodgar’s
proposal of

secg betesta, me for sunu wylle adoption



950

955

960

965

freogan on ferhpe; heald ford tela
niwe sibbe. Ne bid pe neenigra gad
worolde wilna, be ic geweald haebbe.
Ful oft ic for leessan lean teohhode,
hordweorpunge hnahran rince,
seemran &t saecce. Pu e self hafast
dedum gefremed beaet pin dom lyfad
awa to aldre. Alwalda pec

gode forgylde, swa he nu gyt dyde.”

Beowulf mapelode, bearn Ecpeowes:
“We beet ellenweorc estum miclum,
feohtan fremedon, frecne geneddon
eafod uncupes. Ube ic swibor

beet du hine selfne geseon moste,
feond on freetewum fylwerigne.

Ic hine hreedlice heardan clammum
on walbedde wripan pohte,

pbaet he for mundgripe minum scolde
licgean lifbysig, butan his lic swice.
Ic hine ne mihte, ba metod nolde,

ganges getwaeman, no ic him paes georne aetfealh,

Beowulf
replies

f.151r



970

975

980

985

feorhgenidlan; wees to foremihtig

feond on fepe. Hwaepere he his folme forlet
to lifwrape last weardian,

earm ond eaxle. No peer @enige swa peah
feasceaft guma frofre gebohte;

no py leng leofad ladgeteona,

synnum geswenced, ac hyne sar hafad
mid nidgripe nearwe befongen,
balwon bendum. Der abidan sceal
maga mane fah miclan domes,

hu him scir metod scrifan wille.”

Da waes swigra secg, sunu Eclafes,
on gylpspraece gudgeweorca,

sipdan aepelingas eorles creefte

ofer heanne hrof hand sceawedon,
feondes fingras. Foran seghwylc wees,
steda naegla gehwylc, style gelicost,
haepenes handsporu hilderinces,

egl unheoru. Eghwylc gecwaed

beet him heardra nan hrinan wolde

985 steda| ASPR. stidra
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990

995

1000

1005

iren sergod, baet 0zes ahlaecan

blodge beadufolme onberan wolde.
DA waes haten hrepe Heort innanweard
folmum gefraetwod. Fela peera wees,
wera ond wifa, be paet winreced,
gestsele gyredon. Goldfag scinon
web aefter wagum, wundorsiona fela
secga gehwylcum para pe on swylc starad.

Wees peet beorhte bold tobrocen swide,

eal inneweard irenbendum faest,
heorras tohlidene. Hrof ana genaes
ealles ansund, be se agleaeca
fyrendeedum fag, on fleam gewand,
aldres orwena. No paet yde byo

to befleonne, —fremme se pe wille—
ac gesecan sceal sawlberendra

nyde genydde, nipda bearna,
grundbuendra gearwe stowe,

peer his lichoma legerbedde feest
swefep after symle. Pa waes sl ond meel

beet to healle gang Healfdenes sunu;

Fitt XV
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1010

1015

1020

1025

1030

wolde self cyning symbel picgan.

Ne gefraegen ic pa maeghpe maran weorode
ymb hyra sincgyfan sel gebeeran.

Bugon pa to bence blaedagande,

fylle gefeegon; feegere gepaegon

medoful manig magas para

swidhicgende on sele pam hean,

Hrodgar ond Hropulf. Heorot innan waes
freondum afylled; nalles facenstafas

Peodscyldingas benden fremedon.

Hrodgar
rewards

Forgeaf pa Beowulfe bearn Healfdenes, Beownulf
segen gyldenne sigores to leane,

hroden hildecumbor, helm ond byrnan.

Meere madpumsweord manige gesawon

beforan beorn beran. Beowulf gepah

ful on flette; no he paere feohgyfte

for sceotendum scamigan Odorfte.

Ne gefraegn ic freondlicor feower madmas

golde gegyrede gummanna fela

in ealobence odrum gesellan.

Ymb paes helmes hrof heafodbeorge



1035

1040

1045

1050

wirum bewunden walu utan heold,

beet him feola laf frecne ne meahte
scurheard scepdan, ponne scyldfreca
ongean gramum gangan scolde.
Heht 0a eorla hleo eahta mearas
feetedhleore on flet teon,

in under eoderas. para anum stod
sadol searwum fah, since gewurpad;

beaet waes hildesetl heahcyninges

donne sweorda gelac sunu Healfdenes
efnan wolde — nafre on ore laeg
widcupes wig donne walu feollon.

Ond da Beowulfe bega gehwaepres

eodor Ingwina onweald geteah,

wicga ond weepna, het hine wel brucan.

Swa manlice meere peoden,

hordweard halepa, heaporaesas geald

mearum ond madmum, swa hy neefre man lyhd,
se pe secgan wile so0 &fter rihte.

bA gyt ;eghwylcum eorla drihten

1032 meahte]| ASPR meahton

£.152v

Fitt XVI



1055

1060

1065

1070

para pe mid Beowulfe brimlade teah
on paere medubence mapdum gesealde,
yrfelafe, ond pone genne heht

golde forgyldan, bone 0e Grendel eer

mane acwealde — swa he hyra ma wolde,

nefne him witig God wyrd forstode

ond dzes mannes mod. Metod eallum weold

gumena cynnes, swa he nu git ded.

Forpan bid andgit seeghweer selest,

ferhdes forepanc. Fela sceal gebidan
leofes ond lapes se be longe her

on Jdyssum windagum worolde bruced.
Peer waes sang ond sweg samod setgeedere
fore Healfdenes hildewisan,

gomenwudu greted, gid oft wrecen,
donne Healgamen Hropgares scop

aefter medobence meenan scolde

Finnes eaferan, Oa hie se feer begeat,

heeled Healfdena, Hneef Scyldinga,

in Freswaele feallan scolde.

1068 Finnes eaferan| ASPR be Finnes eaferum
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1075

1080

1085

1090

Ne huru Hildeburh herian porfte

FEotena treowe; unsynnum wearo

beloren leofum &t pam lindplegan,

bearnum ond brodrum,; hie on gebyrd hruron,

gare wunde. paet wees geomuru ides! f.153v

Nalles holinga Hoces dohtor

meotodsceaft bemearn, sypdan morgen com,
da heo under swegle geseon meahte
morporbealo maga, baer heo @r maeste heold
worolde wynne. Wig ealle fornam

Finnes pegnas nemne feaum anum,

baet he ne mehte on paem medelstede

wig Hengeste wiht gefeohtan,

ne pa wealafe wige forpringan

beodnes degna; ac hig him gepingo budon,

baet hie him oder flet eal gerymdon,

healle ond heahsetl, baet hie healfre geweald
wi0 Eotena bearn agan moston,

ond &t feohgyftum Folcwaldan sunu

dogra gehwylce Dene weorpode,

Hengestes heap hringum wenede



1095

1100

1105

1110

efne swa swide sincgestreonum

feettan goldes, swa he Fresena cyn
on beorsele byldan wolde.

Da hie getruwedon on twa healfa
feeste frioOuweere. Fin Hengeste
elne, unflitme adum benemde

bact he pa wealafe weotena dome
arum heolde, baet dzer senig mon
wordum ne worcum weere ne braece,
ne purh inwitsearo efre gemaenden

Oeah hie hira beaggyfan banan folgedon
deodenlease, pa him swa gepearfod wees;

gyf ponne Frysna hwylc frecnan spraece

dzes morporhetes myndgiend weere,

bonne hit sweordes ecg sedan scede.

Ad wees gezefned ond icge gold

ahafen of horde. Herescyldinga
betst beadorinca waes on bael gearu.
At peem ade wees epgesyne

swatfah syrce, swyn eal gylden,

1106 scede| ASPR scolde
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1115

1120

1125

eofer irenheard, epeling manig

wundum awyrded; sume on weele crungon.

Het da Hildeburh 2t Hnaefes ade

hire selfre sunu sweolode befaestan,

banfatu baernan ond on bel don

eame on eaxle. Ides gnornode,

geomrode giddum. Guorec astah,

wand to wolcnum; weelfyra maest

hlynode for hlawe. Hafelan multon,

bengeato burston, donne blod eetspranc,

ladbite lices. Lig ealle forswealg,

geesta gifrost, para 0e peer gud fornam

bega folces; wees hira blsed scacen.
GEWITON him da wigend wica neosian

freondum befeallen, Frysland geseon,

hamas ond heaburh. Hengest 0a gyt

weelfagne winter wunode mid Finne;

he unhlitme eard gemunde,

1118 Gudrec| ASPR Gudrinc
1129 he] ASPR eal

1122 forswealg] Cf. Grendel eating Hondscio, 2080.
1125 wica neosian| Cf. Grendel, 821.
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1130

1135

1140

1145

1150

beah pe he ne meahte on mere drifan
hringedstefnan — holm storme weol,
won wid winde, winter ype beleac
isgebinde — op 0t oper com

gear in geardas, swa nu gyt ded,

ba de syngales sele bewitiad,
wuldortorhtan weder. Pa wees winter scacen,
feeger foldan bearm. Fundode wrecca,
gist of geardum; he to gyrnwraece
swidor pohte ponne to selade,

gif he torngemot purhteon mihte

baet he Eotena bearn inne gemunde —
swa he ne forwyrnde woroldraedenne —
ponne him Hunlafing hildeleoman,
billa selest, on bearm dyde,

bees weeron mid Eotenum ecge cude.
Swylce ferhofrecan Fin eft begeat
sweordbealo sliden &t his selfes ham,
sipdan grimne gripe Guolaf ond Oslaf
aefter seeside sorge maendon,

etwiton weana deel; ne meahte weefre mod

Spring comes
to Finnsburh

f.155r



1155

1160

1165

1170

forhabban in hrepre. Da waes heal roden

feonda feorum, swilce Fin sleegen,

cyning on corbpre, ond seo cwen numen.
Sceotend Scyldinga to scypon feredon

eal ingesteald eordcyninges,

swylce hie st Finnes ham findan meahton

sigla searogimma. Hie on saelade

drihtlice wif to Denum feredon,

leeddon to leodum. Leod weaes asungen,
gleomannes gyd. Gamen eft astah,

beorhtode bencsweg; byrelas sealdon

win of wunderfatum. Pa cwom Wealhpeo ford
gan under gyldnum beage pbeer pa godan twegen
saeton suhtergefeederan; ba gyt waes hiera sib aetgaedere,

geghwylc o0rum trywe. Swylce peer Unferp byle

et fotum seet frean Scyldinga; gehwylc hiora his ferhpe treowde,

baet he haefde mod micel, peah be he his magum naere
arfeest et ecga gelacum. Spraec da ides Scyldinga:
“Onfoh pissum fulle, freodrihten min,

sinces brytta. Pu on saelum wes,

1162 Pa cwom Wealhbeo| First of three sets of hypermetric verses. See K4, clx.
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End of
Finnsburh

Wealhpeow
enters

Wealhpeow’s
speech



1175

1180

1185

1190

goldwine gumena, ond to Geatum spraec

mildum wordum, swa sceal man don.
Beo wid Geatas glaed, geofena gemyndig,
nean ond feorran pa bu nu hafast.

Me man ssegde baet pu Oe for sunu wolde
hererinc habban. Heorot is gefaelsod,
beahsele beorhta; bruc penden pu mote
manigra medo, ond pinum magum laef
folc ond rice, ponne ou ford scyle
metodsceaft seon. Ic minne can

gleedne Hrobulf, baet he pa geogode wile
arum healdan, gyf pu eer ponne he,
wine Scildinga, worold ofleetest;

wene ic paet he mid gode gyldan wille
uncran eaferan, gif he peet eal gemon,
hwaet wit to willan ond to wordmyndum
umborwesendum ar arna gefremedon.”

Hwearf pa bi bence beer hyre byre waeron,

Hredric ond Hroomund, ond healepa bearn,

giogod aetgaedere; paer se goda saet,

Beowulf Geata, be peem gebrodrum tweem.

f.156r



1195

1200

1205

1210

HiMm weaes ful boren ond freondlapu

wordum bewaegned, ond wunden gold

estum geeawed, earmreade twa,

hreegl ond hringas, healsbeaga maest

bara pe ic on foldan gefraegen haebbe.
Neaenigne ic under swegle selran hyrde
hordmaddum heelepa, sypbdan Hama setwaeg

to peere byrhtan byrig Brosinga mene,

sigle ond sincfeet; searonidas fleah
Eormenrices, geceas ecne raed.

Pone hring haefde Higelac Geata,

nefa Swertinges, nyhstan side,

si0pan he under segne sinc ealgode,

weelreaf werede; hyne wyrd fornam,

sypdan he for wlenco wean ahsode,

feehde to Frysum. He pa freetwe weeg,
eorclanstanas ofer yoa ful,

rice peoden; he under rande gecranc.
Gehwearf pa in Francna feepm feorh cyninges,
breostgewsedu ond se beah somod.

Wyrsan wigfrecan weel reafedon

Fitt
XVIII
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1215

1220

1225

1230

efter gudsceare, Geata leode,

hreawic heoldon. Heal swege onfeng.

Wealhdeo mabelode, heo fore paem werede spraec:
“Bruc Oisses beages, Beowulf leofa,

hyse, mid heele, ond Disses hraegles neot,
beodgestreona, ond gepeoh tela,

cen pec mid creefte ond pyssum cnyhtum wes
lara lide. Ic pe paes lean geman.

Hafast pu gefered paet Oe feor ond neah

ealne wideferhp weras ehtigad,

efne swa side swa s& bebuged,
windgeard, weallas. Wes penden pu lifige,
epeling, eadig. Ic be an tela
sincgestreona. Beo pu suna minum
deedum gedefe, dreamhealdende.

Her is seghwylc eorl oprum getrywe,
modes milde, mandrihtne hold;

begnas syndon gepwaere, beod eal gearo,
druncne dryhtguman dod swa ic bidde.”
Eode pa to setle. Peer waes symbla cyst,

druncon win weras. Wyrd ne cupon,

Wealhbeow to
Beowulf

f.157r



1235

1240

1245

1250

geosceaft grimme, swa hit agangen weard

eorla manegum, sypdan a&fen cwom
ond him Hropgar gewat to hofe sinum,
rice to reeste. Reced weardode

unrim eorla, swa hie oft zer dydon.

Bencbpelu beredon; hit geondbraeded weard
beddum ond bolstrum. Beorscealca sum
fus ond feege fletraeste gebeag.
Setton him to heafdon hilderandas,
bordwudu beorhtan; baer on bence wees
ofer @epelinge ybgesene
heaposteapa helm, hringed byrne,
precwudu prymlic. Wees peaw hyra
baet hie oft weeron an wig gearwe,
ge @t ham ge on herge, ge gehwaeper para,
efne swylce meaela swylce hira mandryhtne
pearf geszelde; wees seo peod tilu.

SIGON Da to slape. Sum sare angeald
efenraeste, swa him ful oft gelamp,
sipdan goldsele Grendel warode,

unriht sefnde, op peet ende becwom,

£.157v
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1255

1260

1265

1270

1275

swylt eefter synnum. Paet gesyne wearb,

widcup werum, paette wrecend pa gyt
lifde eefter lapum, lange prage,

aefter gudceare. Grendles modor,

ides aglaecwif yrmpe gemunde,

se pbe wacteregesan wunian scolde,
cealde streamas, sipdan Cain weard

to ecgbanan angan breper,
feederenmeege; he pa fag gewat,
morpre gemearcod mandream fleon,
westen warode. Panon woc fela
geosceaftgasta; wees peera Grendel sum,
heorowearh hetelic, se &t Heorote fand
weaeccendne wer wiges bidan.

Peer him agleeca etgraepe weard;
hweepre he gemunde maegenes strenge,

gimfaeste gife Oe him God sealde,

ond him to anwaldan are gelyfde,
frofre ond fultum,; dy he pone feond ofercwom,
gehnaegde helle gast. Pa he hean gewat,

dreame bedeled deapwic seon,

Grendel’s
mother

f.158r



mancynnes feond, ond his modor pa gyt,

gifre ond galgmod gegan wolde

sorhfulne sio, sunu dead wrecan.
Grendel’s
Com pa to Heorote, Ozer Hringdene Moo
1280 geond paet seeld sweefun. Pa dzer sona weard
edhwyrft eorlum, sipdan inne fealh
Grendles modor. Wees se gryre laessa
efne swa micle swa bid meegba creeft,
wiggryre wifes, be waepnedmen,
1285 ponne heoru bunden, hamere gepruen,
sweord swate fah swin ofer helme
ecgum dyhttig andweard scired. f.158v
Pa waes on healle heardecg togen
sweord ofer setlum, sidrand manig
1290 hafen handa feest; helm ne gemunde,
byrnan side, ba hine se broga angeat.
Heo waes on ofste, wolde ut panon,
feore beorgan, ba heo onfunden waes.
Hrade heo aepelinga anne haefde
1295 faeste befangen, pa heo to fenne gang.

1285 gepruen| ASPR gepuren



1300

1305

1310

1315

Se waes Hropgare haclepa leofost

on gesides had be seem tweonum,

rice randwiga, pone de heo on reeste abreat,
bleedfaestne beorn. Naes Beowulf Oeer,

ac waes oper in er geteohhod

efter mapdoumgife meerum Geate.

Hream weard in Heorote; heo under heolfre genam
cupe folme; cearu waes geniwod,

geworden in wicun. Ne wees peet gewrixle til,
beet hie on ba healfa bicgan scoldon

freonda feorum. bPa wees frod cyning,

har hilderinc, on hreon mode,

syOpan he aldorpegn unlyfigendne,

bone deorestan deadne wisse.

Hrape waes to bure Beowulf fetod,
sigoreadig secg. Samod serdaege
eode eorla sum, &pele cempa

self mid gesioum beer se snotera bad,
hweaeper him alwalda xfre wille

efter weaspelle wyrpe gefremman.

Gang 0a after flore fyrdwyrde man

£.159r



1320

1325

1330

1335

mid his handscale — healwudu dynede —
beet he pone wisan wordum naegde
frean Ingwina, freegn gif him weere

efter neodladum niht getaese.

HRODPGAR mabelode, helm Scyldinga:

“Ne frin pu efter seelum. Sorh is geniwod
Denigea leodum. Dead is Hschere,

Yrmenlafes yldra bropor,

min runwita ond min reedbora,
eaxlgestealla donne we on orlege

hafelan weredon, ponne hniton fepan,
eoferas cnysedan. Swylc scolde eorl wesan,
e peling sergod, swylc Aschere waes.
Weard him on Heorote to handbanan
weelgeest weefre; ic ne wat hwaeder

atol &ese wlanc eftsidas teah,

fylle gefrecnod. Heo ba fachde wraec

be bu gystran niht Grendel cwealdest
purh haestne had heardum clammum,

forpan he to lange leode mine

1333 gefrecnod| ASPR gefeegnod
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wanode ond wyrde. He @t wige gecrang

ealdres scyldig, ond nu oper cwom
mihtig manscada, wolde hyre maeg wrecan,
1340 ge feor hafad faechoe gesteeled —
baes pe pincean maeg pegne monegum,
se pe eefter sincgyfan on sefan greotep —
hreperbealo hearde; nu seo hand liged,
se pe eow welhwylcra wilna dohte.
1345 Ic peet londbuend, leode mine, Cremel
selereedende secgan hyrde
baet hie gesawon swylce twegen
micle mearcstapan moras healdan,
ellorgaestas. Deacra oder wees,
1350 baes pe hie gewislicost gewitan meahton,
idese onlicnees; oder earmsceapen
on weres waestmum wreaeclastas traed, £.160r
nzefne he waes mara bonne &nig man oder;
bone on geardagum Grendel nemdon
1355 foldbuende. No hie feeder cunnon,
hwaeper him aenig waes gr acenned

1354 on geardagum| Cf. line 1



dyrnra gasta. Hie dygel lond

warigead, wulfhleopu, windige naessas,
frecne fengelad, Ozr fyrgenstream
1360 under naessa genipu niper gewited,
flod under foldan. Nis peet feor heonon
milgemearces baet se mere standed;
ofer paem hongiad hrinde bearwas,
wudu wyrtum faest weeter oferhelmad.
1365 Peer maeg nihta gehwaem niowundor seon,

fyr on flode. No pees frod leofad

gumena bearna, baet pone grund wite.

Deah pe hadstapa hundum geswenced,

heorot hornum trum holtwudu sece,
1370 feorran geflymed, &r he feorh seled,

aldor on ofre, er he in wille

hafelan beorgan. Nis baet heoru stow.

Ponon ydgeblond up astiged

won to wolcnum, bonne wind styrep
1375 lad gewidru, 00 peet lyft drysmab,
roderas reotad. Nu is se reed gelang

1372 beorgan| ASPR hydan



1380

1385

1390

1395

eft set pe anum.
frecne stowe,
sinnigne secg;
Ic pe pa feehoe
ealdgestreonum,

wundnan golde,

BEOWULF mabelode,
“Ne sorga, snotor guma.
baet he his freond wrece,

Ure seghwylc sceal

worolde lifes;

domes eer deape;

unlifgendum

Aris, rices weard,
Grendles magan

Ic hit pe gehate,
ne on foldan faepm,

ne on gyfenes grund,

Dys dogor pu

weana gehwylces,

Eard git ne const,
Ozr pu findan miht
sec gif pu dyrre.
feo leanige,
swa ic eer dyde,
gyf pbu on weg cymest.”
bearn Ecgbeowes:

Selre bid seghwaem

ende gebidan
wyrce se pbe mote

paet bid drihtguman

xefter selest.

uton rape feran

gang sceawigan.
no he on helm losap,
ne on fyrgenholt,
ga peer he wille.

gepyld hafa

swa ic pe wene to.”

1379 sinnigne| ASPR felasinnigne
1382 wundnan| ASPR wundnum

ponne he fela murne.

£.160v
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1400

1405

1410

1415

Ahleop 0a se gomela, Gode pancode,

mihtigan drihtne, baes se man gespraec.
Pa waes Hrodgare hors gebacted,

wicg wundenfeax. Wisa fengel

geatolic gende; gumfepa stop
lindhaebbendra. Lastas waeron

aefter waldswapum wide gesyne,

gang ofer grundas, per heo gegnum for
ofer myrcan mor, magopegna baer

bone selestan sawolleasne

para pe mid Hrodgare ham eahtode.

Ofereode pa epelinga bearn

steap stanhlido, stige nearwe,

enge anpadas, uncud gelad,

neowle naessas, nicorhusa fela.

He feara sum beforan gengde

wisra monna wong sceawian,

op peet he feeringa fyrgenbeamas
ofer harne stan hleonian funde,
wynleasne wudu; weeter under stod

dreorig ond gedrefed. Denum eallum wees,

f. 161r
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1420

1425

1430

1435

winum Scyldinga, weorce on mode

to gepolianne, degne monegum,

oncyd eorla gehwaem, syOpan Ascheres
on pam holmclife hafelan metton.

Flod blode weol — folc to seegon —
hatan heolfre. Horn stundum song

fuslic fyrdleod. Fepa eal gesact.

Gesawon Oa after weetere wyrmceynnes fela,
sellice saedracan, sund cunnian,

swylce on neeshleodum nicras licgean,

da on undernmeel oft bewitigad

sorhfulne sid on seglrade,

wyrmas ond wildeor. Hie on weg hruron,
bitere ond gebolgne, bearhtm ongeaton,
gudhorn galan. Sumne Geata leod

of flanbogan feores getweefde,

yogewinnes, paet him on aldre stod
herestrael hearda; he on holme waes
sundes pe seenra, de hyne swylt fornam.
Hraepe weard on youm mid eoferspreotum

heorohocyhtum hearde genearwod,

f.161v



1440

1445

1450

1455

nida genaeged, ond on nees togen,

wundorlic weegbora; weras sceawedon
gryrelicne gist. Gyrede hine Beowulf
eorlgewaedum, nalles for ealdre mearn.
Scolde herebyrne hondum gebroden,
sid ond searofah, sund cunnian,

seo de bancofan beorgan cupe,

pbeet him hildegrap hrepre ne mihte,

eorres inwitfeng, aldre gescepOan;

ac se hwita helm hafelan werede, f.162r
se pe meregrundas mengan scolde,

secan sundgebland since geweordad,

befongen freawrasnum, swa hine fyrndagum

worhte waepna smid, wundrum teode,

besette swinlicum, beet hine syOpan no

brond ne beadomecas bitan ne meahton.

Nées paet ponne mactost meaegenfultuma

paet him on dearfe lah dyle Hrodgares;
wees paem haeftmece Hrunting nama.
Paet waes an foran ealdgestreona;

ecg waes iren, atertanum fah,



1460 ahyrded heaposwate; nefre hit st hilde ne swac

manna g&ngum para pe hit mid mundum bewand,
se Oe gryresioas gegan dorste,
folcstede fara; nas paet forma sio
paet hit ellenweorc efnan scolde.
1465 Huru ne gemunde mago Ecglafes,
eafopes creeftig, pbaet he eer gespraec
wine druncen, ba he paes waepnes onlah
selran sweordfrecan. Selfa ne dorste
under yda gewin aldre genepan,
1470 drihtscype dreogan; paer he dome forleas,
ellenmeerdum. Ne weaes peem odrum swa, f.162v

syOpan he hine to gude gegyred heefde.

Fitt
BEOWULF madelode, bearn Ecgbeowes: XXII
“Gepenc nu, se maera maga Healfdenes, P
1475 snottra fengel, nu ic eom sides fus,
goldwine gumena, hweet wit geo spraecon,
gif ic eet pearfe pinre scolde
aldre linnan, beet du me a weere
fordgewitenum on feeder steele.

1480 Wes bu mundbora minum magopegnum,



1485

1490

1495

1500

hondgesellum, gif mec hild nime;
swylce pu da madmas be pbu me sealdest,
Hrodgar leofa, Higelace onsend.

Msaeg bonne on psem golde ongitan Geata dryhten,

geseon sunu Hreedles, ponne he on peet sinc starad,
paet ic gumcystum godne funde
beaga bryttan, breac ponne moste.

Ond pu Unferd leet ealde lafe,

wraetlic waegsweord, widcudne man
heardecg habban; ic me mid Hruntinge
dom gewyrce, opde mec dead nimed.” f.163r

After paem wordum Wedergeata leod
efste mid elne, nalas andsware

bidan wolde; brimwylm onfeng
hilderince. Da waes hwil deeges

er he pone grundwong ongytan mehte.
Sona peet onfunde se Oe floda begong
heorogifre beheold hund missera,

grim ond greedig, paet peer gumena sum
eelwihta eard ufan cunnode.

Grap ba togeanes, gudrinc gefeng



1505

1510

1515

1520

atolan clommum. No py er in gescod
halan lice; hring utan ymbbearh,

baet heo pone fyrdhom Oourhfon ne mihte,

locene leodosyrcan lapan fingrum.
Beer pa seo brimwylf, ba heo to botme com,
hringa pengel to hofe sinum,
swa he ne mihte, no he paes modig wees,
weepna gewealdan, ac hine wundra pees fela
swencte on sunde, seedeor monig
hildetuxum heresyrcan braec,
ehton aglaecan. Da se eorl ongeat
Beowulf enters
baet he in nidsele nathwylcum wees, "
peer him naenig weeter wihte ne scepede,
ne him for hrofsele hrinan ne mehte
feergripe flodes; fyrleoht geseah, f.163v
blacne leoman, beorhte scinan.
Ongeat pa se goda grundwyrgenne,
merewif mihtig; maegenraes forgeaf

hildebille, hond sweng ne ofteah,
bact hire on hafelan hringmeel agol

greedig gudleod. Da se gist onfand



baet se beadoleoma bitan nolde, Hrunting fails

aldre scepdan, ac Seo ecg geswac
1525 Odeodne &t pearfe; dolode er fela
hondgemota, helm oft gesceer,
feeges fyrdhraegl; da waes forma sio
deorum madme, pbaet his dom aleeg.
Eft waes anreed, nalas elnes leet,
1530 meerda gemyndig maeg Hylaces.
Wearp 0a wundenmaeel wraettum gebunden
yrre oretta, beet hit on eordan laeg,
stio ond stylecg; strenge getruwode,
mundgripe maegenes. Swa sceal man don,
1535 ponne he st gude gegan penced
longsumne lof, na ymb his lif cearad.
Gefeng ba be eaxle — nalas for faehde mearn —

Guogeata leod Grendles modor;
breegd pa beadwe heard, pa he gebolgen wees,
1540 feorhgeniolan, baet heo on flet gebeah.
Heo him eft hrape andlean forgeald
grimman grapum ond him togeanes feng; f.164r

oferwearp pa werigmod wigena strengest,



fepecempa, bact he on fylle weard.
Grendel’s
mother draws

1545 Ofsaet pa pone selegyst ond hyre seax geteah, a seax
brad ond brunecg, wolde hire bearn wrecan,
angan eaferan. Him on eaxle leg
breostnet broden; baet gebearh feore,
wi0 ord ond wid ecge ingang forstod.
1550 Heefde da forsidod sunu Ecgbeowes
under gynne grund, Geata cempa,
nemne him headobyrne helpe gefremede,

herenet hearde, ond halig God.

Geweold wigsigor witig drihten,
1555 rodera raedend, hit on ryht gesced
yoelice, sypdan he eft astod.
Fitt
GESEAH 0a on searwum sigeeadig bil, XXIII
eald sweord eotenisc, ecgum byhtig,
wigena weordmynd; baet wes waepna cyst,
1560 buton hit waes mare donne aenig mon oder
to beadulace etberan meahte,
god ond geatolic, giganta geweorc.

He gefeng ba fetelhilt, freca Scyldinga

hreoh ond heorogrim hringmeel gebraegd,



1565

1570

1575

1580

1585

aldres orwena, yrringa sloh,

beet hire wid halse heard grapode,

banhringas braec. Bil eal durhwod
faegne flaeschoman; heo on flet gecrong.
Sweord wees swatig, secg weorce gefeh.
Lixte se leoma, leoht inne stod,

efne swa of hefene hadre scined
rodores candel. He after recede wlat;
hwearf pa be wealle, weepen hafenade

heard be hiltum Higelaces degn,
yrre ond anraed. Nees seo ecg fracod
hilderince, ac he hrape wolde
Grendle forgyldan gudraesa fela
dara pe he geworhte to Westdenum
oftor micle donne on &nne sid,
bonne he Hrodgares heordgeneatas
sloh on sweofote, sleepende fraet
folces Denigea fyftyne men

ond oder swylc ut offerede,

ladlicu lac. He him pees lean forgeald,

repe cempa, Oas pe he on raeste geseah

1585 daes be|] ASPR to daes be

f.164v

Beowulf kills
Grendel’s
mother

Beowulf seeks
recompense



1590

1595

1600

1605

gudwerigne Grendel licgan
aldorleasne, swa him eer gescod
hild st Heorote. Hra wide sprong,

sypdan he @fter deade drepe prowade,

heorosweng heardne, ond hine pa heafde becearf.
Sona paet gesawon snottre ceorlas, f.165r
ba de mid Hrodgare on holm wliton,

baet weaes ydgeblond eal gemenged,

brim blode fah. Blondenfeaxe,

gomele ymb godne ongeador spraccon
beet hig pees sedelinges eft ne wendon
baet he sigehredig secean come

meerne peoden; ba 0aes monige geweard
pbaet hine seo brimwylf abroten haefde.
Da com non daeges. Neaes ofgeafon

hwate Scyldingas; gewat him ham ponon
goldwine gumena. Gistas setan

modes seoce ond on mere staredon,
wiston ond ne wendon paet hie heora winedrihten

selfne gesawon. Pa paet sweord ongan



aefter heaposwate hildegicelum,

wighil wanian. Peet waes wundra sum,
beet hit eal gemealt ise gelicost,
donne forstes bend feeder onlaeted,
1610 onwinded weelrapas, se geweald hafa0
saela ond meela; paet is so0 metod.
Ne nom he in psem wicum, Wedergeata leod,
madmehta ma, beh he paer monige geseah,
buton pone hafelan ond pa hilt somod
1615 since fage. Sweord ser gemealt,
forbarn brodenmeel; wees paet blod to paes hat, f.165v
aettren ellorgaest se peer inne swealt.
Sona waes on sunde se pe eer st secce gebad
wighryre wradra, waeter up purhdeaf.
1620 Weeron ydgebland eal gefeelsod,
eacne eardas, ba se ellorgast
oflet lifdagas ond pas leenan gesceaft. f
Beowul
Com ba to lande lidmanna helm hor
swidmod swymman; selace gefeah,
1625 maegenbyrpenne para pe he him mid haefde.

Eodon him pa togeanes, Gode pancodon,



1630

1635

1640

1645

dryolic pegna heap, beodnes gefegon,

baes pe hi hyne gesundne geseon moston.

Da wees of peem hroran helm ond byrne

lungre alysed. Lagu drusade,

weeter under wolcnum, weeldreore fag.

Ferdon ford ponon fepelastum
ferhpum faegne, foldweg maeton,
cubpe streete. Cyningbalde men

from psem holmclife hafelan beeron
earfodlice heora seghwaeprum,
felamodigra; feower scoldon

on paem weelstenge weorcum geferian

to paem goldsele Grendles heafod,

opdaet semninga to sele comon

frome fyrdhwate feowertyne

Geata gongan; gumdryhten mid

modig on gemonge meodowongas traed.
Da com in gan ealdor degna,

deedcene mon dome gewurpad,

heele hildedeor, Hrodgar gretan.

Pa waes be feaxe on flet boren

£.166r



Grendles heafod, pbeer guman druncon,
egeslic for eorlum ond pare idese mid,
1650 wliteseon wreetlic; weras on sawon.
Fitt
BEOWULF mapelode, bearn Ecgbeowes: XXIV

“Hweet! we pe pas seelac, sunu Healfdenes,

leod Scyldinga, lustum brohton Beowulf

presents
. Grendel’s
tires to tacne, pbe pu her to locast. head

1655 Ic peaet unsofte ealdre gedigde
wigge under waetere, weorc genepde
earfodlice; setrihte waes
gud getweefed, nymde mec God scylde.
Ne meahte ic et hilde mid Hruntinge
1660 wiht gewyrcan, beah paet waepen duge;
ac me geude ylda waldend
beet ic on wage geseah wlitig hangian f.166v
eald sweord eacen, oftost wisode
winigea leasum, baet ic Oy weepne gebraed.
1665 Ofsloh da &t beere saecce, ba me seel ageald,
huses hyrdas. ba paet hildebil
forbarn brogdenmel, swa peet blod gesprang,

hatost heaposwata. Ic peet hilt panan



feondum eetferede, fyrendeeda wreec,

1670 deadcwealm Denigea, swa hit gedefe wees.
Ic hit pe ponne gehate, paet pu on Heorote most
sorhleas swefan mid pinra secga gedryht

ond pegna gehwylc pinra leoda,

dugude ond iogobe, paet pu him ondraedan ne pearft,
1675 pbeoden Scyldinga, on pa healfe,
aldorbealu eorlum, swa pu &r dydest.”
Da waes gylden hilt gamelum rince,
harum hildfruman, on hand gyfen,
enta aergeweorc; hit on seht gehwearf
1680 efter deofla hryre Denigea frean,
wundorsmipa geweorc, ond pa pas worold ofgeaf
gromheort guma, Godes andsaca,
mordres scyldig, ond his modor eac,
on geweald gehwearf woroldcyninga
1685 O0zem selestan be seem tweonum f.167r
dara pe on Scedenigge sceattas deelde.
Hrodgar madelode, hylt sceawode, the Grante
ealde lafe. On 0zem wees or writen

fyrngewinnes, syopan flod ofsloh,



1690

1695

1700

1705

gifen geotende, giganta cyn

frecne geferdon; beet wees fremde peod

ecean dryhtne; him paes endelean

purh weeteres wylm waldend sealde.

Swa waes on 0 em scennum sciran goldes

purh runstafas rihte gemearcod,

geseted ond gesaed hwam paet sweord geworht,

irena cyst, aerest weere,

wreopenhilt ond wyrmfah. Da se wisa spraec

sunu Healfdenes, swigedon ealle:

“Peet, la, maeg secgan se pe sod ond riht

fremed on folce, feor eal gemon,

eald epelweard, paet des eorl weere

geboren betera. Bleed is areered

geond widwegas, wine min Beowulf,

0in ofer peoda gehwylce. Eal pu hit gepyldum healdest,
meegen mid modes snyttrum. Ic be sceal mine gelaestan
freode, swa wit furdum spraecon. ou scealt to frofre weorpan
eal langtwidig leodum pinum,

haeledum to helpe. Ne weard Heremod swa

1702 epelweard] ASPR weard

Hrodgar’s
Sermon

f.167v



1710

1715

1720

1725

1730

eaforum Ecgwelan, Arscyldingum;

ne geweox he him to willan, ac to welfealle
ond to deadcwalum Deniga leodum;

breat bolgenmod beodgeneatas,
eaxlgesteallan, op peet he ana hwearf,

meere peoden, mondreamum from.

Deah pe hine mihtig God maegenes wynnum,
eafepum stepte, ofer ealle men

ford gefremede, hwaepere him on ferhpe greow
breosthord blodreow. Nallas beagas geaf
Denum efter dome; dreamleas gebad

baet he paes gewinnes weorc prowade,
leodbealo longsum. Du pe leer be pon,
gumcyste ongit; ic pis gid be pe

awraec wintrum frod. Wundor is to secganne
hu mihtig God manna cynne

purh sidne sefan snyttru bryttad,

eard ond eorlscipe; he ah ealra geweald.
Hwilum he on lufan leeted hworfan
monnes modgeponc meeran cynnes,

seled him on eple eorban wynne



1735

1740

1745

to healdanne, hleoburh wera,

geded him swa gewealdene worolde deelas,

side rice, beet he his selfa ne maeg

for his unsnyttrum ende gepencean.

Wunad he on wiste; no hine wiht dweled

adl ne yldo, ne him inwitsorh

on sefan sweorced, ne gesacu ohwaer

ecghete eowed, ac him eal worold

wended on willan; he paet wyrse ne con,
OP PAT him on innan oferhygda deel

weaxed ond wridad. Ponne se weard swefed,

sawele hyrde; bid se sleep to feest,

bisgum gebunden, bona swide neah,

se pe of flanbogan fyrenum sceoted.

Ponne bid on hrepre under helm drepen

biteran streele — him bebeorgan ne con —

wom wundorbebodum wergan gastes;

binced him to lytel baet he lange heold,

gytsad gromhydig, nallas on gylp seled

1740 op p&T| Fitt number added after text; along with 29-30, comes in middle of sen-
tence. See Kiernan.

£.168r

Fitt
XXV



1750

1755

1760

1765

feette beagas, ond he pa fordgesceaft

forgyted ond forgymeo, bees be him er God sealde,
wuldres waldend, weordmynda dael.

Hit on endestaef eft gelimped

pbaet se lichoma leene gedreosed,

feege gefealled; fehd oper to,

se pe unmurnlice madmas daeleb,

eorles @ergestreon, egesan ne gymeo.

Bebeorh pe done bealonid, Beowulf leofa,

secg betesta, ond pe paet selre geceos,
ece reedas; oferhyda ne gym,

meere cempa. Nu is pines maegnes blaed
ane hwile. Eft sona bid

baet pec adl 0dde ecg eafopes getwaefed,
000e fyres feng, 000e flodes wylm,

0d0e gripe meces, 000e gares fliht,
000e atol yldo; 000e eagena bearhtm
forsited ond forsworced; semninga bid
baet dec, dryhtguma, dead oferswyded.

Swa ic Hringdena hund missera

1750 feette] ASPR feedde

£.168v



1770

1775

1780

1785

1790

weold under wolcnum ond hig wigge beleac

manigum maegpa geond pysne middangeard,
gscum ond ecgum, beet ic me senigne
under swegles begong gesacan ne tealde.
Hweet, me paes on eple edwenden cwom,
gyrn gefter gomene, seopdan Grendel wearo,
ealdgewinna, ingenga min;

ic peere socne singales waeg

modceare micle. Paes sig metode panc,
ecean dryhtne, bees de ic on aldre gebad
baet ic on pone hafelan heorodreorigne

ofer eald gewin eagum starige.

Ga nu to setle, symbelwynne dreoh

wigge weorpad; unc sceal worn fela

mapma gemeenra, sipdan morgen bid.”
Geat wees gleedmod, geong sona to

setles neosan, swa se snottra heht.

Pa wees eft swa aer ellenrofum
fletsittendum feegere gereorded

niowan stefne. Nihthelm geswearc

deorc ofer dryhtgumum. Dugud eal aras.

£.169r



1795

1800

1805

1810

Wolde blondenfeax beddes neosan,

gamela Scylding. Geat unigmetes wel,
rofne randwigan, restan lyste;

sona him selepegn sides wergum,
feorrancundum, ford wisade,

se for andrysnum ealle beweotede
begnes pearfe, swylce py dogor

heapolidende habban scoldon.

Reste hine pa rumheort; reced hliuade
geap ond goldfah; gaest inne sweef

op peet hrefn blaca heofones wynne
blidheort bodode. DPa com beorht [leoma)
[ofer sceadwal scacan; scapan onetton,
weeron @epelingas eft to leodum

fuse to farenne; wolde feor panon

cuma collenferho ceoles neosan.

Heht pa se hearda Hrunting beran

sunu Ecglafes, heht his sweord niman,
leoflic iren; seegde him pees leanes panc,
cwa0, he pone gudwine godne tealde,
wigcraeftigne, nales wordum log

1797 dogor| ASPR dogore

£.169v

Day of
Departure



1815

1820

1825

1830

meces ecge; baet waes modig secg.

Ond ba sidfrome, searwum gearwe
wigend waeron; eode weord Denum
a&peling to yppan, baer se oper wees,

hale hildedeor Hrodgar grette.

BEOWULF mabelode, bearn Ecgbeowes:
“Nu we seelidend secgan wyllad
feorran cumene, beet we fundiap
Higelac secan. Weeron her tela
willum bewenede; pu us wel dohtest.
Gif ic ponne on eorpan owihte maeg
pinre modlufan maran tilian,
gumena dryhten, donne ic gyt dyde,
gudgeweorca, ic beo gearo sona.

Gif ic beet gefricge ofer floda begang

beaet pec ymbsittend egesan pywad,

swa pec hetende hwilum dydon,
ic 0e pusenda begna bringe,
heelepa to helpe. Ic on Higelac wat,

Geata dryhten, peah de he geong sy,

Fitt
XXVI

Beowulf takes
his leave

£.170r



1835

1840

1845

1850

folces hyrde, paet he mec fremman wile
wordum ond worcum, baet ic pe wel herige
ond pe to geoce garholt bere,

maegenes fultum, beer de bid manna pearf.
Gif him ponne Hrepric to hofum Geata
gepinged peodnes bearn, he maeg paer fela

freonda findan; feorcypoe beod

selran gesohte beem pe him selfa deah.”

Hrodgar mapelode him on ondsware:

“Pe pba wordcwydas wigtig drihten e
on sefan sende; ne hyrde ic snotorlicor

on swa geongum feore guman pingian.

Pu eart maegenes strang ond on mode frod,

wis wordcwida. Wen ic talige,

gif paet geganged, beet de gar nymed,

hild heorugrimme Hrebles eaferan,

adl opde iren ealdor dinne,

folces hyrde, ond pu pin feorh hafast,

beaet pe Saegeatas selran naebben f.170v
to geceosenne cyning gnigne,

hordweard heclepa, gyt pu healdan wylt



1855

1860

1865

1870

maga rice. Me pin modsefa

licad leng swa wel, leofa Beowulf.

Hafast pu gefered paet pam folcum sceal,
Geata leodum ond Gardenum,

sib gemaene, ond sacu restan,

inwitnipas, be hie ser drugon,

wesan, penden ic wealde widan rices,
mapmas gemeene, manig operne

godum gegretan ofer ganotes baed;

sceal hringnaca ofer heafu bringan

lac ond luftacen. Ic pa leode wat

ge wid feond ge wid freond faeste geworhte,
eghwaes untacle ealde wisan.”

Da git him eorla hleo inne gesealde,
mago Healfdenes, mapmas XII;

het hine mid psem lacum leode swaese
secean on gesyntun, snude eft cuman.
Gecyste pa cyning aepelum god,

beoden Scyldinga, degn betestan

ond be healse genam; hruron him tearas,

blondenfeaxum. Him waes bega wen,



1875

1880

1885

1890

ealdum infrodum, opres swidor, f171r

beet hie seoddan no geseon moston,

modige on meple. Wees him se man to pon leof

baet he pone breostwylm forberan ne mehte,

ac him on hrepre hygebendum faest

eefter deorum men dyrne langad

beorn wid blode. Him Beowulf panan,

gudrinc goldwlanc graesmoldan traed

since hremig; saegenga bad

agendfrean, se be on ancre rad.

Pa waes on gange gifu Hroogares

oft geachted; paet wees an cyning,

eghwaes orleahtre, op peet hine yldo benam

maegenes wynnum, se pe oft manegum scod. .
CwOM ba to flode felamodigra, f(ltXtVII

haegstealdra heap, hringnet baeron,

locene leodosyrcan. Landweard onfand

eftsid eorla, swa he er dyde;

no he mid hearme of hlides nosan

gaestas grette, ac him togeanes rad, f171v

cwaed peet wilcuman Wedera leodum



1895

1900

1905

1910

1915

scapan scirhame to scipe foron.

Pa waes on sande saegeap naca
hladen herewsedum, hringedstefna,
mearum ond madmum; maest hlifade
ofer Hrodgares hordgestreonum.

He paem batwearde bunden golde

swurd gesealde, baet he syOpan waes
on meodubence mapme py weorpra,
yrfelafe. Gewat him on naca

drefan deop weeter, Dena land ofgeaf.
Pa waes be meeste merehraegla sum,
segl sale faest; sundwudu punede.

No peer wegflotan wind ofer ydum
sides getweefde; saegenga for,

fleat famigheals ford ofer yoe,
bundenstefna ofer brimstreamas,

baet hie Geata clifu ongitan meahton,
cupe naessas. Ceol up geprang
lyftgeswenced, on lande stod.

Hrape waes et holme hydweard geara,

se pe er lange tid leofra manna

A gift for the
shore guard

£172r



1920

1925

1930

1935

fus et farode feor wlatode;
seelde to sande sidfeepme scip,

oncerbendum feest, by lees hym ypa Orym

wudu wynsuman

Het pa up beran

freetwe ond feetgold;

forwrecan meahte.
epelinga gestreon,

naes him feor panon

to gesecanne sinces bryttan,

Higelac Hrepling,
selfa mid gesidum
Bold weaes betlic,
heah in healle,

wis welpungen,
under burhlocan
Heerepes dohtor;
ne to gnead gifa
mapmgestreona.
Fremu, folces cwen,
Neenig beet dorste
sweaesra gesioa,
pbact hire an deeges

ac him walbende

peer st ham wunad
sewealle neah.

bregorof cyning,

Hygd swide geong,

pbeah 0e wintra lyt

gebiden haebbe,
naes hio hnah swa peah,
Geata leodum,
Modprydo weeg

firen ondrysne.

deor genepan

nefne sinfrea,

eagum starede,

weotode tealde

Hygelac’s Hall

The Lay of
Offa’s Queen

f.172v



handgewripene; hrape seopdan weaes
efter mundgripe mece gepinged,
paet hit sceadenmeel scyran moste, Scribe B
1940 cwealmbealu cydan. Ne bid swylc cwenlic peaw
idese to efnanne, peah de hio enlicu sy,
bactte freoduwebbe feores onsaece
after ligetorne leofne mannan.
Huru paet onhohsnode Hemminges maeg;
1945 ealodrincende oder szedan,
baet hio leodbealewa lees gefremede,
inwitnida, syO0dan &rest weard
gyfen goldhroden geongum cempan,
&delum diore, sy0dan hio Offan flet
1950 ofer fealone flod be feeder lare
side gesohte; dzer hio syddan well
in gumstole, gode maere,
lifgesceafta lifigende breac,
hiold heahlufan wi0 heelepa brego,

1955 ealles moncynnes mine gefraege

1939 moste| MS. Scribe B takes over after the third full line on the folio, and will write
40 percent of the manuscript’s lines (1056, versus Scribe A’s 1750), containing 38 percent
of the poem’s verses (1216, versus Scribe A’s 1939).



1960

1965

1970

1975

bone selestan bi seem tweonum,

eormencynnes. Fordam Offa waes
geofum ond gudum, garcene man,
wide geweordod, wisdome heold
edel sinne; ponon Eomer woc
heaeledum to helpe, Hemminges maeg,
nefa Garmundes, nida creaeftig.

GEWAT him 0a se hearda mid his hondscole
sylf eefter sande sewong tredan,
wide warodas. Woruldcandel scan,
sigel sudan fus. Hi sid drugon,
elne geeodon, to daes Oe eorla hleo,
bonan Ongenpeoes burgum in innan,
geongne gudcyning godne gefrunon
hringas deelan. Higelace waes
sid0 Beowulfes snude gecyded,
baet dzer on wordig wigendra hleo,
lindgestealla, lifigende cwom,
headolaces hal to hofe gongan.
Hrade wees gerymed, swa se rica bebead,

fedegestum flet innanweard.

£.173r

Fitt
XXVIII

Room is made
for Beowulf



Gesaet ba wid sylfne se Oa sxcce genees,
maeg wid maege, syodan mandryhten f.173v
purh hleodorcwyde holdne gegrette,

1980 meaglum wordum. Meoduscencum hwearf

geond paet healreced Heeredes dohtor,

lufode 0a leode, liowaege beer
haeledum to handa. Higelac ongan
sinne geseldan in sele pam hean
1985 feegre fricgcean, hyne fyrwet breec,
hwylce Seegeata sidas waeron:
“Hu lomp eow on lade, leofa Biowulf, Bt

ba ou faeringa feorr gehogodest

seecce secean ofer sealt weeter,

1990 hilde to Hiorote? Ac 0u Hroogare
widcudne wean wihte gebettest,
merum deodne? Ic daes modceare
sorhwylmum sead, side ne truwode
leofes mannes; ic 0e lange baed

1995 baet Ou pone weelgaest wihte ne grette,
lete Suddene sylfe geweordan

gude wid Grendel. Gode ic panc secge



2000

2005

2010

2015

baes de ic 0e gesundne geseon moste.”

Biowulf madelode, bearn Ecgdioes:
“Peet is undyrne, dryhten Higelac,
meru gemeting, monegum fira,
hwylc orleghwil uncer Grendles
weard on dam wange, beer he worna fela
Sigescyldingum sorge gefremede,
yrmde to aldre. Ic daet eall gewraec,
swa begylpan ne pearf Grendeles maga
enig ofer eordan uhthlem pone,
se
textitdhe lengest leofad ladan cynnes,
feere bifongen. Ic Ozer furdum cwom
to dam hringsele Hrodgar gretan;
sona me se maera mago Healfdenes,
sy00an he modsefan minne cude,
wid his sylfes sunu setl getaehte.
Weorod waes on wynne; ne seah ic widan feorh
under heofones hwealf healsittendra
medudream maran. Hwilum maeru cwen,

2001 meru] ASPR micel
2010 feere|] ASPR facne

£174r

Beowulf to
Hygelac



2020

2025

2030

2035

fridusibb folca, flet eall geondhweart,

baedde byre geonge; oft hio beahwridan

secge sealde, er hie to setle geong. f.174v
Prophecy

Hwilum for dugude dohtor Hrodgares e

eorlum on ende ealuwaege beer;

ba ic Freaware fletsittende

nemnan hyrde, peer hio negled sinc

heeledum sealde. Sio gehaten is,

geong, goldhroden, gladum suna Frodan;

hafad peaes geworden wine Scyldinga,

rices hyrde, ond peet reed talad,

pbaet he mid Oy wife weelfaehda deel,

secca gesette. Oft seldan hweer

efter leodhryre lytle hwile

bongar buged, beah seo bryd duge.

Meeg bees ponne ofpyncan Oeodne Headobeardna
ond pegna gehwam para leoda,

ponne he mid faemnan on flett gaco,

dryhtbearn Dena, duguda biwenede.

On him gladiad gomelra lafe,

heard ond hringmeel Headabeardna gestreon



penden hie dam waepnum wealdan moston — Fitts

XXIX-

2040 Oob PAT hie forleeddan to dam lindplegan XXX

swaese gesidas ond hyra sylfra feorh.

Ponne cwid &t beore se Oe beah gesyhd, f.175r

eald aescwiga, se Oe eall geman,

garcwealm gumena (him bid grim sefa),
2045 onginned geomormod geongum cempan

purh hredra gehygd higes cunnian,

wigbealu weccean, ond paet word acwyd:

. . Old Retainer’s
‘Meaht du, min wine, mece gecnawan goad

bone bin faeder to gefeohte baer

2050 under heregriman hindeman side,
dyre iren, paer hyne Dene slogon,
weoldon waelstowe, syodan Widergyld leeg,
efter haelepa hryre, hwate Scyldungas?
Nu her para banena byre nathwylces

2055 freetwum hremig on flet gaed,
mordres gylped, ond pone madpum byred,
bone pe du mid rihte reedan sceoldest.’
Manad swa ond myndgad meela gehwylce

sarum wordum, 000zt sael cymed



