BEOWULF

Anonymous

BL Cotton Vitellius A.xv

Prologue In which Beowulf’s genealogy is established, and Scyld is
described. The building of Heorot and the coming of Grendel. MS denotes

manuscript; A and B denote Thorkelin’s transcripts (following Klaeber).

HwzT! WE GARDEna in geardagum £.129r
beodcyninga, prym gefrunon,
hu da apelingas ellen fremedon.

Oft Scyld Scefing sceapena preatum,
monegum maegpum, meodosetla ofteah,
egsode eorlas. Syddan serest weard
feasceaft funden, he paes frofre gebad,
weox under wolcnum, weordOmyndum pah,

odpact him seghwylc para ymbsittendra

1 GARDEna| MS capitalis.
6 eorlas]| MS eorl.

1 geardagum| days of yore: BONJOUR, 1950; NILES, 1979; Foliation according to the old
style (add 3 for new 1884 foliation)
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ofer hronrade hyran scolde,

gomban gyldan. baet waes god cyning!
Deem eafera waes eefter cenned

geong in geardum, pone God sende
folce to frofre; fyrendearfe ongeat

be hie &r drugon aldorlease

lange hwile. Him peaes Liffrea,

wuldres wealdend, woroldare forgeaf;
Beowulf wees breme bleed wide sprang,
Scyldes eafera Scedelandum in.

Swa sceal geong guma gode gewyrcean,
fromum feohgiftum on feeder bearme,
pbeaet hine on ylde eft gewunigen
wilgesipas, bonne wig cume,

leode gelaesten; lofdeedum sceal

in maegpa gehwaere man gepeon.

Him 0a Scyld gewat to gescaephwile

felahror feran on frean weere.
Hi hyne pa setbaeron to brimes farode,
swaese gesipas, swa he selfa baed,

penden wordum weold wine Scyldinga;

£.129v
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leof landfruma lange ahte.
Peer st hyde stod hringedstefna,
isig ond utfus, sepelinges feer.

Aledon pa leofne peoden,

beaga bryttan, on bearm scipes,

merne be maeste. paer waes madma fela
of feorwegum freetwa gelaeded;

ne hyrde ic cymlicor ceol gegyrwan
hildewsepnum ond headowsedum,
billum ond byrnum:; him on bearme laeg
madma maenigo, ba him mid scoldon
on flodes aeht feor gewitan.

Nalaes hi hine laessan lacum teodan,
beodgestreonum, pon pa dydon

be hine @t frumsceafte ford onsendon
egenne ofer yoe umborwesende.

ba gyt hie him asetton segen geldenne
heah ofer heafod, leton holm beran,
geafon on garsecg; him waes geomor sefa,
murnende mod. Men ne cunnon

secgan to sode, seleraedende,

51 selersedende| MS sele reedenne.

£.130r
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heeled under heofenum, hwa paem hleeste onfeng.

Pa waes on burgum Beowulf Scyldinga, Fitt I
leof leodcyning, longe prage

folcum gefraege feeder ellor hwearf,

aldor of earde, op peet him eft onwoc

heah Healfdene; heold penden lifde,

gamol ond gudreouw, glaede Scyldingas.
Daem feower bearn forogerimed
in worold wocun, weoroda raeswan,

Heorogar ond Hrodgar ond Halga til,
hyrde ic peet ... wees Onelan cwen,
Heado-Scilfingas healsgebedda.

Pa weaes Hrodgare heresped gyfen,

wiges weordmynd, beaet him his winemagas

georne hyrdon, 000 beet seo geogod geweox,

magodriht micel. Him on mod bearn

pbaet healreced hatan wolde,

medogern micel men gewyrcean f.130v
ponne yldo bearn efre gefrunon,

60 reeswan | MS raeswa.
... ] MS no gap



ond peer on innan eall gedeelan

geongum ond ealdum, swylc him God sealde,
buton folcscare ond feorum gumena.

Da ic wide gefraegn weorc gebannan

manigre maeghpe geond pisne middangeard,
folcstede fraetwan. Him on fyrste gelomp,
aedre mid yldum, bact hit weard ealgearo,
healezerna meest; scop him Heort naman

se pe his wordes geweald wide haefde.

He beot ne aleh, beagas delde,

sinc gt symle. Sele hlifade,

heah ond horngeap, headowylma bad,

ladan liges; ne waes hit lenge pa gen

baet se ecghete apumsweorum

aefter waelnioe waecnan scolde.

Da se ellengaest earfo0lice S,
prage gepolode, se pe in pystrum bad,

baet he dogora gehwam dream gehyrde
hludne in healle; baer wees hearpan sweg,

swutol sang scopes. Seegde se pe cupe

84 ecghete| MS secg hete.
84 apumsweorum| MS apum swerian



frumsceaft fira feorran reccan,

£.132r r.
cweed baet se Almihtiga eordan worhte, e
wlitebeorhtne wang, swa weeter bebuged,
gesette sigehrepig sunnan ond monan
95 leoman to leohte landbuendum
ond gefraetwade foldan sceatas
leomum ond leafum, lif eac gesceop
cynna gehwylcum para de cwice hwyrfap.
Swa 0a drihtguman dreamum lifdon
100 eadiglice, 000t an ongan
fyrene fremman feond on helle.
Wees se grimma, gaest Grendel haten, -
meere mearcstapa, se pe moras heold,
fen ond faesten; fifelcynnes eard
105 wonsaeli wer weardode hwile,

sipdan him Scyppend forscrifen heefde

in Caines cynne. Pone cwealm gewraec

ece drihten, baes pe he Abel slog;

ne gefeah he peaere faehoe, ac he hine feor forwreaec,

110 metod for py mane, mancynne fram.

106 Scyppend| MS scyppen
107 Caines| MS cames
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panon untydras ealle onwocon,

eotenas ond ylfe ond orcneas,

swylce gigantas, ba wid Gode wunnon
lange prage; he him Ozs lean forgeald.
Gewat 0a neosian, sypdan niht becom,
hean huses, hu hit Hring-Dene

after beorpege gebun heaefdon.

Fand pa dser inne aepelinga gedriht

swefan eefter symble; sorge ne cudon,
wonsceaft wera. Wiht unheelo,

grim ond graedig, gearo sona waes,
reoc ond repe, ond on raeste genam
pritig pegna, panon eft gewat

hude hremig to ham faran,

mid peere weelfylle wica neosan.

Pa waes on uhtan mid eerdaege
Grendles gudcraeft gumum undyrne;
ba waes aefter wiste wop up ahafen,
micel morgensweg. Meere peoden,
eepeling sergod, unblide seet,

bolode drydswyo, begnsorge dreah,

£.132v
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syOpan hie paes ladan last sceawedon,

wergan gastes; wees paet gewin to strang,
lad ond longsum. Nees hit lengra fyrst,
ac ymb ane niht eft gefremede
mordbeala mare, ond no mearn fore,
fachde ond fyrene; waes to faest on pam.
bPa waes eadfynde pe him elles hweer
gerumlicor raeste sohte,

bed after burum, Oa him gebeacnod wees,
gesaegd sodlice sweotolan tacne
healdegnes hete; heold hyne sydpan

fyr ond faestor se paem feonde setwand.
Swa rixode ond wid rihte wan,

ana wideallum, o0peet idel stod

husa selest. Wees seo hwil micel;

twelf wintra tid torn gepolode

wine Scyldinga, weana gehwelcne,

sidra sorga. Fordam gesyne weard,

ylda bearnum, undyrne cud,

139 sohte| MS nothing
148 Scyldinga] MS scyldenda
149 gesyne| del. secgum, neither in MS

f. 133r



gyddum geomore, baette Grendel wan

hwile wid Hropgar, hetenidas waeg,
fyrene ond faehde fela missera,
singale seece; sibbe ne wolde
155 wid manna hwone maegenes Deniga,
feorhbealo feorran, fea pingian,
ne peer neenig witena wenan porfte
beorhtre bote to banan folmum,
ac se seglaeca ehtende waes, f. 133v
160 deorc deapscua, dugupe ond geogobe,
seomade ond syrede; sinnihte heold
mistige moras; men ne cunnon
hwyder helrunan hwyrftum scripad.
Swa fela fyrena feond mancynnes,
165 atol angengea, oft gefremede,
heardra hynda; Heorot eardode,
sincfage sel sweartum nihtum.
No he pone gifstol gretan moste,
mapdum for metode, ne his myne wisse.
170 Paet wees wraec micel wine Scyldinga,

158 banan| MS banii
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modes brecoa. Monig oft geseet

rice to rune; reed eahtedon,

hweet swioferhdum selest waere

wid feergryrum to gefremmanne.

Hwilum hie geheton et hergtrafum
wigweorpunga, wordum baedon

paet him gastbona geoce gefremede

wi0 peodpreaum. Swylc waes peaw hyra,
haepenra hyht; helle gemundon

in modsefan, metod hie ne cupon,

daeda demend, ne wiston hie drihten God,
ne hie huru heofena helm herian ne cupon,
wuldres waldend. Wa bid paem e sceal
purh slidne nid sawle bescufan

in fyres faeepm, frofre ne wenan,

wihte gewendan; wel bid paem pe mot
efter deaddeege drihten secean

ond to feeder faehpmum freodo wilnian.
Swa 0a meaclceare maga Healfdenes
singala sead; ne mihte snotor heeled

175 heergtrafum| MS hraeg trafum

f. 134r
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200
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wean onwendan; wees paet gewin to swyd,

lap ond longsum, be on da leode becom,
nydwracu nipgrim, nihtbealwa maest.
Paet fram ham gefraegn Higelaces pegn,
god mid Geatum, Grendles deeda;

se waes moncynnes maegenes strengest
on paem deege bysses lifes,

abele ond eacen. Het him yolidan
godne gegyrwan; cwaed, he gudcyning
ofer swanrade secean wolde,

meerne peoden, pa him waes manna pearf.
Done siofeet him snotere ceorlas
lythwon logon, peah he him leof weere;
hwetton higerofne, hael sceawedon.

Haefde se goda Geata leoda

cempan gecorone para be he cenoste
findan mihte. Fiftynana sum
sundwudu sohte; secg wisade,
lagucreeftig mon, landgemyrcu.

Fyrst ford gewat; flota wees on youm,

bat under beorge. Beornas gearwe

f. 134v
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on stefn stigon. Streamas wundon,

sund wid sande. Secgas baeron

on bearm nacan beorhte freetwe,
gudsearo geatolic; guman ut scufon,
weras on wilsid wudu bundenne.

Gewat pa ofer waegholm, winde gefysed,
flota famiheals fugle gelicost,

odpaet ymb antid opres dogores

wundenstefna gewaden heefde

beet da lidende land gesawon,
brimclifu blican, beorgas steape,
side seenaessas; pba wees sund liden,
eoletes &t ende. Panon up hrade
Wedera leode on wang stigon,
seewudu saeldon syrcan hrysedon,

gudgewaedo; Gode pancedon

baes pe him yplade eade wurdon.

ba of wealle geseah weard Scildinga,
se pe holmeclifu healdan scolde,
beran ofer bolcan beorhte randas,

fyrdsearu fuslicu; hine fyrwyt braec

f. 135r



modgehygdum, hwaet pa men waeron.

Gewat him pa to warode wicge ridan
235 begn Hrodgares, prymmum cwehte
magenwudu mundum, mepelwordum fraegn:
“Hweet syndon ge searohaebbendra,
byrnum werede, be pus brontne ceol
ofer lagustraete leedan cwomon,
240 hider ofer holmas? Ic hwile waes
endesata, aegwearde heold,
be on land Dena ladra naenig
mid scipherge sceOpan ne meahte.
No her cudlicor cuman ongunnon
245 lindhaebbende; ne ge leafnesword
gudfremmendra gearwe ne wisson,
maga gemedu. Neefre ic maran geseah
eorla ofer eorpan donne is eower sum,
secg on searwum; nis peet seldguma,
250 waepnum geweordad, neaefne him his wlite leoge,
eenlic ansyn. Nu ic eower sceal
frumcyn witan, er ge fyr heonan, f. 135v

240 Ic hwile waes| MS le wees
250 neefne] MS neefre
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265
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leassceaweras, on land Dena

furpur feran. Nu ge feorbuend,
merelidende, minne gehyrad

anfealdne gepoht: ofost is selest

to gecydanne hwanan eowre cyme syndon.’
Him se yldesta ondswarode,

werodes wisa, wordhord onleac:

“We synt gumcynnes Geata leode

ond Higelaces heordgeneatas.

Wees min faeder folcum gecyped,

&pele ordfruma, Ecgbeow haten;

gebad wintra worn, er he on weg hwurfe,
gamol of geardum; hine gearwe geman
witena welhwylc wide geond eorpan.

We purh holdne hige hlaford pinne,
sunu Healfdenes, secean cwomon,
leodgebyrgean. Wes bu us larena god.
Habbadwe to peem meeran micel serende,
Deniga frean. Ne sceal peer dyrne sum

wesan, paes ic wene: bu wast, gif hit is

255 minne| MS mine

)
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swa we soplice

paet mid Scyldingum

deogol deedhata,
eaweOpurh egsan
hyndu ond hrafyl.
purh rumne sefan
hu he frod ond god
gyf him edwenden
bealuwa bisigu,
ond pa cearwylmas
000e a sypdan
preanyd polad

on heahstede
Weard mapelode
ombeht unforht:
scearp scyldwiga
worda ond worca,
Ic paet gehyre,

frean Scyldinga.

weaepen ond gewaedu;

secgan hyrdon,

deorcum nihtum
uncudne niod,
Ic pees Hrodgar meeg
reed geleeran,
feond oferswydep —
eefre scolde
bot eft cuman —

colran wurdab;

earfoOprage,
benden paer wunad

husa selest.”

dzer on wicge saet,
“seghweepres sceal
gescad witan,
se pe wel penced.
baet bis is hold weorod
Gewitap forOberan

ic eow wisige.

280 edwenden| MS edwendan

sceadona ic nat hwylc,

f. 136r
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300
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Swylce ic magupegnas mine hate

widofeonda gehwone flotan eowerne,
niwtyrwydne nacan on sande

arum healdan, op Ozt eft byred
ofer lagustreamas leofne mannan
wudu wundenhals to Wedermearce,
godfremmendra swylcum gifepe bid

beaet pone hilderaes hal gediged.”

Gewiton him pa feran; flota stille bad,
seomode on sale sidfeepmed scip,
on ancre faest; eoforlic scionon

ofer hleorbergan gehroden golde,
fah ond fyrheard; ferhwearde heold

gupmod grimmon. Guman onetton,

sigon setsomne, op peet hy szl timbred

geatolic ond goldfah, ongyton mihton;

baet wees foremaerost foldbuendum

receda under roderum, on paem se rica bad;

lixte se leoma ofer landa fela.

302 sale] MS sole

304 hleorbergan| MS hleor beran
306 grimmon| MS grummon

307 seel timbred| MS eltimbred

f. 136v
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Him pa hildedeor hof modigra

torht getaehte, paet hie him to mihton
gegnum gangan; gudbeorna sum

wicg gewende, word after cweed:

“Meel is me to feran; feeder alwalda

mid arstafum eowic gehealde

sida gesunde. Ic to see wille,
widowradwerod wearde healdan.”

Straet waes stanfah, stig wisode

gumum aetgaedere. Gudbyrne scan

heard hondlocen; hringiren scir

song in searwum. Pa hie to sele furoum
in hyra gryregeatwum gangan cwomon,
setton ssemebpe side scyldas,

rondas regnhearde, wi0 paes recedes weal,
bugon pa to bence. Byrnan hringdon,
gudsearo gumena; garas stodon,
seemanna searo, samod eetgaedere,
aescholt ufan greeg; wees se irenpreat
weepnum gewurpad. Pa dzer wlonc heeled

312 hof| MS of

f. 137r
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340

345
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oretmecgas
“Hwanon ferigead ge
graege syrcan on
heresceafta heap?
ar ond ombiht.

bus manige men

Wen ic paet ge for wlenco,

ac for higeprymmum
Him pa ellenrof
wlanc Wedera leod,
heard under helme:
beodgeneatas;
Wille ic asecgan
meerum peodne,

aldre pinum, gif

beet we hine swa godne

Waulfgar mapelode;
wees his modsefa
wig ond wisdom:

frean Scildinga,

efter e pelum freegn:

feette scyldas,
d grimhelmas,

Ic eom Hrodgares

Ne seah ic elpeodige

modiglicran.

Hrodgar sohton.”
andswarode,
word eefter spreec,

“We synt Higelaces

Beowulf is min nama.

sunu Healfdenes,

min gerende,

he us geunnan wile
gretan moton.”

paet waes Wendla leod;

manegum gecyoded,

“Ic pees wine Deniga,

frinan wille,

332 @pelum| MS heelepum

nalles for wraecsioum,

Wulfgar greets
Beowulf

f. 137v

Beowulf to
Wulfgar



beaga bryttan, swa pu bena eart,

beoden meerne, ymb pinne sid,
ond pe pa ondsware aedre gecyOan
355 Oe me se goda agifan penced.”

Hwearf pa hraedlice beer Hrodgar saet
eald ond anhar mid his eorla gedriht;
eode ellenrof, paet he for eaxlum gestod
Deniga frean; cupe he dugude peaw.

360 Waulfgar madelode to his winedrihtne: f. 138r
“Her syndon geferede, feorran cumene Moot
ofer geofenes begang Geata leode;
bone yldestan oretmecgas
Beowulf nemnad. Hy benan synt

365 beet hie, peoden min, wid pe moton
wordum wrixlan. No du him wearne geteoh
dinra gegncwida, gleedman Hrodgar.

Hy on wiggetawum wyrde pincead
eorla geaehtlan; huru se aldor deah,

370 se paem headorincum hider wisade.”

Hrodgar mabelode, helm Scyldinga: Fitt VI

357 anhar| MS un har
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380

385

390

“Ic hine cude cnihtwesende;
wees his ealdfeeder Ecgpeo haten,

O0zem to ham forgeaf Hrepel Geata

angan dohtor; is his eafora nu
heard her cumen, sohte holdne wine.
Donne saegdon pact seelipende,

ba Oe gifsceattas Geata fyredon
byder to pance, paet he pritiges
manna maegencraeft on his mundgripe

heaporof haebbe. Hine halig God

for arstafum us onsende,

to West-Denum, bees ic wen haebbe,

wi0 Grendles gryre. Ic peem godan sceal

for his modpraece madmas beodan.

Beo du on ofeste, hat in gan

seon sibbegedriht samod eetgaedere;

gesaga him eac wordum pbaet hie sint wilcuman
Deniga leodum.” oKk

Wedera leodum word inne abead:

“Eow het secgan sigedrihten min,

375 eafora| MS eaforan
389 xxx| MS no gap

Hrodgar to
Wulfgar

f. 138v

Wulfgar to
Hrodgar



aldor East-Dena, pbaet he eower aepelu can,

ond ge him syndon ofer seewylmas
heardhicgende hider wilcuman.

395 Nu ge moton gangan in eowrum gudgeatawum
under heregriman Hrodgar geseon;

leetad hildebord her onbidan,

wudu weelsceaftas, worda gepinges.”
Aras pa se rica, ymb hine rinc manig,
400 pryolic pegna heap; sume peer bidon,
headoreaf heoldon, swa him se hearda bebead. f. 139r
Snyredon setsomne, ba secg wisode,
under Heorotes hrof; eode hildedeor
heard under helme, paet he on heorde gestod.
405 Beowulf madelode; on him byrne scan,
searonet seowed smipes orpancum:
“Wees pu, Hrodgar, hal! Ic eom Higelaces Moo
maeg ond magodegn; haebbe ic maerda fela
ongunnen on geogope. Me weard Grendles ping
410 on minre epeltyrf undyrne cud;
secgad seelidend peet pees sele stande,

403 eode hildedeor| MS editorial emendation



415

420

425

430

reced selesta, rinca gehwylcum

idel ond unnyt, siddan eefenleoht

under heofenes hador beholen weorped.
Pa me peet gelerdon leode mine

ba selestan, snotere ceorlas,

beoden Hrodgar, bact ic pe sohte,
forpan hie maegenes craeft minne cupon;
selfe ofersawon, da ic of searwum cwom,
fah from feondum, beer ic fife geband,
yOde eotena cyn ond on ydum slog
niceras nihtes, nearopearfe dreah,

wraec Wedera nid — wean ahsodon —
forgrand gramum; ond nu wid Grendel sceal,
wi0 pam aglaecan, ana gehegan

0ing wid pyrse. Ic pe nuda,

brego Beorht-Dena, biddan wille,

eodor Scyldinga, anre bene,

baet Ou me ne forwyrne, wigendra hleo,
freowine folca, nu ic pus feorran com,
beet ic mote ana, minra eorla gedryht,

414 hador| MS hador

f. 139v



435

440

445

450

ond pes hearda heap Heorot feelsian.

Haebbe ic eac geahsod bact se aegleeca

for his wonhydum weaepna ne recced.

Ic paet ponne forhicge, swa me Higelac sie,
min mondrihten, modes blide,

baet ic sweord bere opde sidne scyld,
geolorand to gube, ac ic mid grape sceal
fon wid feonde ond ymb feorh sacan,

lad wio lapum; Ozer gelyfan sceal

dryhtnes dome se pe hine dead nimed.
Wen ic peaet he wille, gif he wealdan mot,
in paem gudsele Geatena leode

etan unforhte, swa he oft dyde,
magenhred manna. Na pu minne pearft
hafalan hydan, ac he me habban wile
dreore fahne, gif mec dead nimed:

byred blodig weel, byrgean penced,

eted angenga unmurnlice,

mearcad morhopu — no du ymb mines ne pearft
lices feorme leng sorgian.

Onsend Higelace, gif mec hild nime,

f. 140r



beaduscruda betst, baet mine breost wered,

hraegla selest; peet is Hreedlan laf,

455 Welandes geweorc. Ged a wyrd swa hio scel.”
Hrodgar mapelode, helm Scyldinga: Fitt VII
“For fyhtum pu, wine min Beowulf, Pett
ond for arstafum usic sohtest.

Gesloh pin feeder feehde meeste;

460 wearp he Heapolafe to handbonan
mid Wilfingum; da hine Wedera cyn
for herebrogan habban ne mihte.

Panon he gesohte Sud-Dena folc

ofer yoa gewealc, Ar-Scyldinga; f. 140v
465 da ic furpum weold folce Deniga
ond on geogode heold ginne rice,

hordburh helepa, da waes Heregar dead,

min yldra maeg unlifigende,

bearn Healfdenes; se waes betera donne ic.
470 Siddan pa faehde feo pingode:

sende ic Wylfingum ofer weeteres hrycg

457 fyhtum] del. gewyrhtum
461 Wedera| MS gara
466 ginne| MS gimme



475

480

485

490

ealde madmas; he me apas swor.

Sorh is me to secganne on sefan minum
gumena gengum hweet me Grendel hafad
hyndo on Heorote mid his hetepancum,
feernida gefremed; is min fletwerod,
wigheap gewanod; hie wyrd forsweop

on Grendles gryre. God eape maeg

pone dolscadan deeda getweefan.

Ful oft gebeotedon beore druncne

ofer ealowaege oretmecgas

pbaet hie in beorsele bidan woldon
Grendles gupe mid gryrum ecga.

Donne waes peos medoheal on morgentid,

drihtsele dreorfah ponne daeg lixte,

eal bencpelu blode bestymed,

heall heorudreore; ahte ic holdra py lees,
deorre dugude, be pba dead fornam.

Site nu to symle ond onsal meoto,
sigehred secgum, swa pin sefa hwette.”
Pa waes Geatmeecgum geador eetsomne

on beorsele benc gerymed;

f. 141r



beaer swidferhpe sittan eodon,

prydum dealle. Pegn nytte beheold,

495 se be on handa beaer hroden ealowaege,
scencte scir wered. Scop hwilum sang
hador on Heorote. Paer waes heeleda dream,

dugud unlytel Dena ond Wedera.

Unferd mapelode, Ecglafes bearn, Fitt VIII
500 be &t fotum seet frean Scyldinga,

onband beadurune. Wees him Beowulfes sid,

modges merefaran, micel sefpunca,

forpon pe he ne upe paet &enig oder man

efre meerda pon ma middangeardes f. 141v
505 gehedde under heofenum pbonne he sylfa:

“Eart pu se Beowulf, se pe wid Brecan wunne Bt

on sidne s& ymb sund flite,

Oeer git for wlence wada cunnedon

ond for dolgilpe on deop weeter
510 aldrum nepdon? Ne inc senig mon,

ne leof ne lad, belean mihte

sorhfullne sio, pba git on sund reon.

499 Unferd| MS Hunferd



515

520

525

530

Peer git eagorstream
maeton merestraeta,
glidon ofer garsecg;
wintrys wylmum.
seofonniht swuncon;
haefde mare maegen.
on Heapo-Raemes
donon he gesohte
leof his leodum,
freodoburh faegere,
burh ond beagas.
sunu Beanstanes
Donne wene ic to pe
deah pu headoraesa
grimre gude,
nihtlongne fyrst
Beowulf mapelode,
“Hweet, pu worn fela,
beore druncen
saegdest from his side.

beet ic merestrengo

earmum pehton,
mundum brugdon,
geofon ypum weol,
Git on weeteres aht
he pe @t sunde oferflat,
Pa hine on morgentid
holm up eetbeer;

swaesne epel,

lond Brondinga,

beer he folc ahte,

Beot eal wid pe

sode gelaeste.

wyrsan gepingea,

gehweer dohte,

gif pbu Grendles dearst

nean bidan.”

bearn Ecgbeowes:

wine min Unferd,

ymb Brecan spreece,

Sod ic talige,

maran ahte,



eafepo on ypum, donne &nig oper man.

535 Wit peet gecwaedon cnihtwesende
ond gebeotedon (weeron begen ba git
on geogodfeore) beet wit on garsecg ut
aldrum neddon, ond peet gexefndon swa.
Heefdon swurd nacod, pa wit on sund reon,

540 heard on handa; wit unc wid hronfixas
werian pohton. No he wiht fram me
flodybum feor fleotan meahte,
hrapor on holme; no ic fram him wolde.
Pa wit setsomne on s& waeron

545 fifnihta fyrst, oppeet unc flod todraf,
wado weallende, wedera cealdost,
nipende niht, ond norpan wind
headogrim ondhwearf; hreo weaeron ypa.
Wees merefixa mod onhrered;

550 baer me wid ladum licsyrce min,
heard, hondlocen, helpe gefremede;
beadohraegl broden on breostum laeg
golde gegyrwed. Me to grunde teah
fah feondscada, feeste heefde

534 eafepo] ASPR. earfepo



555

560

565

570

grim on grape; hwaepre me gyfepe weard

baet ic agleecan orde gerachte,
hildebille; heaporaes fornam

mihtig meredeor purh mine hand.
SWA mec gelome ladgeteonan
preatedon pearle. Ic him penode
deoran sweorde, swa hit gedefe waes.

Neaes hie dzere fylle gefean haefdon,

manfordaedlan, baet hie me pegon,
symbel ymbsaton segrunde neah;
ac on mergenne mecum wunde

be ydlafe uppe laegon,
sweordum aswefede, baet syOpan na

ymb brontne ford brimlidende

lade ne letton. Leoht eastan com,
beorht beacen Godes; brimu swapredon,
baet ic saenaessas geseon mihte,

windige weallas. Wyrd oft nered
unfsegne eorl, ponne his ellen deah.

Hwaepere me gesalde peet ic mid sweorde ofsloh

Fitt IX



575

580

585

590

595

niceras nigene. No ic on niht gefreegn
under heofones hwealf heardran feohtan,
ne on egstreamum earmran mannon;
hwapere ic fara feng feore gedigde,

sipes werig. ba mec s opbeer,

flod eefter farode on Finna land,

wadu weallendu. No ic wiht fram pe
swylcra searonida secgan hyrde,

billa brogan. Breca naefre git

&t headolace, ne gehwaeper incer,

swa deorlice deed gefremede

fagum sweordum (no ic baes fela gylpe),
peah du pinum brodrum to banan wurde,
heafodmaegum; baes pu in helle scealt
werhoo dreogan, peah pin wit duge.
Secge ic pe to sode, sunu Ecglafes,

baet neefre Grendel swa fela gryra gefremede,
atol segleeca, ealdre pinum,

hyndo on Heorote, gif pin hige weere,
sefa swa searogrim, swa pu self talast.

Ac he hafad onfunden baet he pa fachde ne pearf,



600

605

610

615

atole ecgpraece eower leode

swide onsittan, Sigescyldinga;
nymed nydbade, nanegum arad
leode Deniga, ac he lust wiged,
swefed ond sendep, secce ne wenep
to Gardenum. Ac ic him Geata sceal
eafod ond ellen ungeara nu,

gupe gebeodan. Gaeh eft se pe mot
to medo modig, sippan morgenleoht
ofer ylda bearn opres dogores,
sunne sweglwered supan scined.”

bPa waes on salum sinces brytta,

gamolfeax ond gudrof; geoce gelyfde

brego Beorhtdena, gehyrde on Beowulfe
folces hyrde feestreedne gepoht.

Daer waes haelepa hleahtor, hlyn swynsode,
word waeron wynsume. Eode Wealhpeow ford,
cwen Hrodgares, cynna gemyndig,

grette goldhroden guman on healle,

ond pa freolic wif ful gesealde

rest Eastdena epelwearde,



baed hine blidne et peere beorpege,

leodum leofne. He on lust gepeah
symbel ond seleful, sigerof kyning.
620 Ymbeode pa ides Helminga

dugupe ond geogope deel seghwylcne,

sincfato sealde, oppeet szl alamp
pbaet hio Beowulfe, beaghroden cwen
mode gepungen, medoful setbeer;

625 grette Geata leod, Gode pancode
wisfaest wordum bees Oe hire se willa gelamp
baet heo on senigne eorl gelyfde
fyrena frofre. He paet ful gepeah,
weelreow wiga &t Wealhpeon,

630 ond pa gyddode gupe gefysed.
Beowulf mapelode, bearn Ecgbeowes:
“Ic paet hogode, ba ic on holm gestah,
saebat gesaet mid minra secga gedriht,
paet ic anunga eowra leoda

635 willan geworhte opde on weel crunge,
feondgrapum faest. Ic gefremman sceal

eorlic ellen, opde endedag



on pisse meoduhealle minne gebidan.”

bPam wife pa word wel licodon,

640 gilpcwide Geates; eode goldhroden
freolicu folccwen to hire frean sittan.
ba wees eft swa ser inne on healle
prydword sprecen, deod on szelum,
sigefolca sweg, op peet semninga

645 sunu Healfdenes secean wolde
aefenraeste; wiste peem ahlaecan

to peem heahsele hilde gepinged,
siddan hie sunnan leoht geseon meahton,
op de nipende niht ofer ealle,
650 scaduhelma gesceapu scridan cwoman,
wan under wolcnum. Werod eall aras.
Gegrette pa guma operne,
Hrodgar Beowulf, ond him heel abead,
wingernes geweald, ond peet word acwaed:
655 “Neefre ic senegum men er alyfde,
sipdan ic hond ond rond hebban mihte,

Orypeern Dena buton pe nuda.

648 meahton| ASPR. ne meahton



660

665

670

675

Hafa nu ond geheald husa selest,
gemyne maerpo, maegenellen cyo,

waca wid wrapum. Ne bid pe wilna gad
gif pu peet ellenweorc aldre gedigest.”

P A him Hropgar gewat mid his heelepa gedryht,

eodur Scyldinga, ut of healle;

wolde wigfruma Wealhpeo secan,

cwen to gebeddan. Heefde kyningwuldor
Grendle togeanes, swa guman gefrungon,
seleweard aseted; sundornytte beheold
ymb aldor Dena, eotonweard abead.
Huru Geata leod georne truwode
modgan maegnes, metodes hyldo.

Da he him of dyde isernbyrnan,

helm of hafelan, sealde his hyrsted sweord,
irena cyst, ombihtpegne,

ond gehealdan het hildegeatwe.

Gespraec ba se goda gylpworda sum,
Beowulf Geata, er he on bed stige:

“No ic me an herewaesmun hnagran talige

gupgeweorca, ponne Grendel hine;

Fitt X



680

685

690

695

forpan ic hine sweorde swebban nelle,

aldre beneotan, pbeah ic eal maege.

Nat he para goda baet he me ongean slea,
rand geheawe, peah Oe he rof sie
nipgeweorca; ac wit on niht sculon

secge ofersittan, gif he gesecean dear

wig ofer waepen, ond sipdan witig God
on swa hwaepere hond, halig dryhten
meaerdo deme, swa him gemet pince.”
Hylde hine pa heapodeor, hleorbolster onfeng
eorles andwlitan, ond hine ymb monig
snellic seerinc selereste gebeah.

Neenig heora pohte paet he panon scolde
eft eardlufan eefre gesecean,

folc opde freoburh, baer he afeded wees;

ac hie haefdon gefrunen beet hie aer to fela micles
in paem winsele weeldead fornam,

Denigea leode. Ac him dryhten forgeaf
wigspeda gewiofu, Wedera leodum,

frofor ond fultum, beet hie feond heora

Oourh anes creeft ealle ofercomon,



700

705

710

715

720

selfes mihtum. Sod is gecyped

peaet mihtig God manna cynnes

weold wideferhd. Com on wanre niht
scridan sceadugenga. Sceotend swaefon,
ba peet hornreced healdan scoldon,
ealle buton anum (beet wees yldum cub
baet hie ne moste, pa metod nolde,

se scynscapa under sceadu bregdan)

ac he waeccende wrapum on andan

bad bolgenmod beadwa gepinges.

P A com of more under misthleopum
Grendel gongan, godes yrre beer;

mynte se manscada manna cynnes

sumne besyrwan in sele pam hean.

Wod under wolcnum to pees pe he winreced,
goldsele gumena, gearwost wisse,

feettum fahne. Ne wees beet forma sid

pbaet he Hropgares ham gesohte;
nzfre he on aldordagum &r ne sipdan
heardran heele, healdegnas fand.

Com Da to recede rinc sidian,

Fitt XI



dreamum bedeaeled. Duru sona onarn,
fyrbendum feest, sypdan he hire folmum &thran;

onbraed pa bealohydig, da he gebolgen wees,

recedes mupan. Rape efter pon
725 on fagne flor feond treddode,
eode yrremod; him of eagum stod

ligge gelicost leoht unfaeger.
Geseah he in recede rinca manige,
swefan sibbegedriht samod aetgaedere,
730 magorinca heap. Pa his mod ahlog;
mynte paet he gedeelde, grpon dseg cwome,
atol aglaeca, anra gehwylces
lif wio lice, pa him alumpen wees
wistfylle wen. Ne waes paet wyrd pa gen
735 baet he ma moste manna cynnes
Oicgean ofer pa niht. Prydswyd beheold
maeg Higelaces, hu se manscada
under feergripum gefaran wolde.
Ne beet se agleeca yldan pohte,
740 ac he gefeng hrade forman side

sleependne rinc, slat unwearnum,



bat banlocan, blod edrum dranc,

synsneedum swealh; sona haefde
unlyfigendes eal gefeormod,
745 fet ond folma. Ford near setstop,

nam pa mid handa higepihtigne
rinc on raeste. He him raehte ongean
feond mid folme; he onfeng hrape
inwitbancum ond wid earm gesaet.

750 Sona baet onfunde fyrena hyrde
baet he ne mette middangeardes,
eorpan sceata, on elran men
mundgripe maran. He on mode weard
forht on ferhde; no py er fram meahte.

755 Hyge wees him hinfus, wolde on heolster fleon,
secan deofla gedraeg; ne wees his drohtod peer
swylce he on ealderdagum er gemette.
Gemunde pa se goda, maeg Higelaces,
aefenspraece, uplang astod

760 ond him feeste widfeng; fingras burston.

eoten waes utweard, eorl furpur stop.

747 He him| not in ASPR



765

770

775

780

Mynte se meera, hweer he meahte swa,

widre gewindan ond on weg panon

fleon on fenhopu; wiste his fingra geweald

on grames grapum. Paet waes geocor sid

baet se hearmscapa to Heorute ateah.
Dryhtsele dynede; Denum eallum weard,
ceasterbuendum, cenra gehwylcum,

eorlum ealuscerwen. Yrre weaeron begen,

repe renweardas. Reced hlynsode.

Pa waes wundor micel beet se winsele
wiohaefde heapodeorum, paet he on hrusan ne feol,
feeger foldbold; ac he pees faeste waes

innan ond utan irenbendum

searoponcum besmipod. Peer fram sylle abeag
medubenc monig, mine gefraege,

golde geregnad, beer pa graman wunnon.

Paes ne wendon ser witan Scyldinga

paet hit a mid gemete manna &nig,

betlic ond banfag, tobrecan meahte,

listum tolucan, nymbe liges faehm

762 hweer| ASPR. beer



785

790

795

800

swulge on swapule. Sweg up astag

niwe geneahhe; Norddenum stod
atelic egesa, anra gehwylcum

para pe of wealle wop gehyrdon,
gryreleod galan godes andsacan,
sigeleasne sang, sar wanigean

helle haefton. Heold hine fzeste

se pbe manna waes maegene strengest
on peem deege bysses lifes.

NOLDE eorla hleo genige pinga

bone cwealmcuman cwicne forleetan,
ne his lifdagas leoda &nigum

nytte tealde. Peer genehost braegd
eorl Beowulfes ealde lafe,

wolde freadrihtnes feorh ealgian,
meeres peodnes, dzer hie meahton swa.
Hie peet ne wiston, ba hie gewin drugon,

heardhicgende hildemecgas,

ond on healfa gehwone heawan pohton,

sawle secan: pone synscadan

786 andsacan| ASPR. ondsacan

Fitt XII



eenig ofer eorpan irenna cyst,

gudbilla nan, gretan nolde,

ac he sigewaepnum forsworen heefde,
805 ecga gehwylcre. Scolde his aldorgedal

on dzm daege bysses lifes

earmlic wurdan, ond se ellorgast

on feonda geweald feor sidian.

Pa paet onfunde se pe fela seror
810 modes myrode manna cynne,

fyrene gefremede (he wes fag wid God)

paet him se lichoma laestan nolde,

ac hine se modega meaeg Hygelaces

haefde be honda; wees gehwaeper odrum
815 lifigende 1a0. Licsar gebad

atol aeglaeca; him on eaxle weard

syndolh sweotol, seonowe onsprungon,

burston banlocan. Beowulfe weard

gudhred gyfepe. Scolde Grendel ponan
820 feorhseoc fleon under fenhleodu,
secean wynleas wic; wiste pe geornor

beet his aldres weaes ende gegongen,



825

830

835

840

dogera deegrim. Denum eallum weard

efter pam weelraese willa gelumpen.

Heefde pa gefeelsod se pe er feorran com,

snotor ond swydferhd, sele Hrodgares,
genered wid nide. Nihtweorce gefeh,
ellenmeerpum. Heefde Eastdenum
Geatmecga leod gilp gelaested,

swylce oncypde ealle gebette,

inwidsorge, be hie &r drugon
ond for preanydum bolian scoldon,
torn unlytel. beet waes tacen sweotol,

sypdan hildedeor hond alegde,

earm ond eaxle (beer wees eal geador
Grendles grape) under geapne hrof.
P A wees on morgen mine gefraege
ymb pa githealle gudrinc monig;
ferdon folctogan feorran ond nean
geond widwegas wundor sceawian,
lapes lastas. No his lifgedal

sarlic puhte secga gnegum

bara pe tirleases trode sceawode,

Fitt XIII



845

850

855

860

hu he werigmod on weg panon,
nida ofercumen, on nicera mere

feege ond geflymed feorhlastas beer.

Deer waes on blode brim weallende,

atol y0a geswing eal gemenged

haton heolfre, heorodreore weol.
Deadfeege deog, siddan dreama leas

in fenfreodo feorh alegde,

haepene sawle; pbeer him hel onfeng.
Panon eft gewiton ealdgesidas

swylce geong manig of gomenwabe

fram mere modge mearum ridan,
beornas on blancum. Daer waes Beowulfes
meaerdo maened; monig oft gecwaed

paette sud ne nord be seem tweonum

ofer eormengrund oper nenig

under swegles begong selra naere
rondhaebbendra, rices wyrdra.

Ne hie huru winedrihten wiht ne logon,
gleedne Hrodgar, ac paet waes god cyning.

Hwilum heaporofe hleapan leton,



865

870

875

880

885

on geflit faran fealwe mearas
dzer him foldwegas feegere puhton,
cystum cude. Hwilum cyninges pegn,

guma gilphleeden, gidda gemyndig,

se Oe eal fela ealdgesegena

worn gemunde, word oper fand

sode gebunden; secg eft ongan

si0 Beowulfes snyttrum styrian

ond on sped wrecan spel gerade,
wordum wrixlan. Welhwylc gecwaed

paet he fram Sigemundes secgan hyrde
ellendeedum, uncupes fela,

Weelsinges gewin, wide sidas,

para pe gumena bearn gearwe ne wiston,
feehde ond fyrena, buton Fitela mid hine,
bonne he swulces hwaet secgan wolde,
eam his nefan, swa hie a waeron

et nida gehwam nydgesteallan;

heaefdon eal fela eotena cynnes

sweordum gesaeged. Sigemunde gesprong

efter deaddaege dom unlytel,



890

895

900

905

sypdan wiges heard

hordes hyrde.
epelinges bearn,

frecne deede,

Hwaepre him geszlde

wraetlicne wyrm,
dryhtlic iren;
Heefde agleeca

paet he beahhordes

selfes dome;

beer on bearm scipes

Weelses eafera.
Se waes wreccena
ofer werpeode,
ellendeedum
siodan Heremodes
eafod ond ellen.
on feonda geweald
snude forsended.
lemedon to lange;

eallum aepellingum

wyrm acwealde,

He under harne stan,

ana genedde

ne waes him Fitela mid.

Ozt peet swurd purhwod

baet hit on wealle setstod,

draca mordre swealt.

elne gegongen

brucan moste

saebat gehleod,

beorhte freetwa,

Wyrm hat gemealt.

wide maerost

wigendra hleo,

(he bees @er ondah),

hild swedrode,

He mid Eotenum weard
ford forlacen,

Hine sorhwylmas
he his leodum weard,

to aldorceare;



910

915

920

925

swylce oft bemearn gerran meelum
swidferhpes sid snotor ceorl monig,

se pe him bealwa to bote gelyfde,

baet paet deodnes bearn gepeon scolde,
feederaepelum onfon, folc gehealdan,

hord ond hleoburh, halepa rice,

epel Scyldinga. He baer eallum weard,
meeg Higelaces, manna cynne,
freondum gefeegra; hine fyren onwod.
Hwilum flitende fealwe straete

mearum meeton. Da waes morgenleoht
scofen ond scynded. Eode scealc monig
swidhicgende to sele pam hean
searowundor seon; swylce self cyning

of brydbure, beahhorda weard,

tryddode tirfeest getrume micle,

cystum gecybed, ond his cwen mid him
medostigge maet meaegba hose.

HRODPGAR mabelode (he to healle geong,
stod on stapole, geseah steapne hrof,

golde fahne, ond Grendles hond):

Fitt XIV



“Pisse ansyne alwealdan panc
lungre gelimpe. Fela ic lapes gebad,

930 grynna gt Grendle; a maeg God wyrcan
wunder sefter wundre, wuldres hyrde.
Daet waes ungeara baet ic @enigra me
weana ne wende to widan feore

bote gebidan, ponne blode fah

935 husa selest heorodreorig stod,
wea widscofen witena gehwylcum
dara pe ne wendon baet hie wideferhd
leoda landgeweorc labum beweredon
scuccum ond scinnum. Nu scealc hafad

940 purh drihtnes miht deed gefremede
Oe we ealle ger ne meahton
snyttrum besyrwan. Hweet, paet secgan maeg
efne swa hwylc maegba swa done magan cende
efter gumcynnum, gyf heo gyt lyfad,

945 pbaet hyre ealdmetod este weere
bearngebyrdo. Nu ic, Beowulf, pec,
secg betesta, me for sunu wylle

freogan on ferhpe; heald ford tela



950

955

960

965

niwe sibbe. Ne bid pe neenigra gad

worolde wilna, be ic geweald haebbe.
Ful oft ic for leessan lean teohhode,
hordweorpunge hnahran rince,
seemran &t saecce. Pu e self hafast

dedum gefremed pbaet pin dom lyfad
awa to aldre. Alwalda pec

gode forgylde, swa he nu gyt dyde.”

Beowulf mapelode, bearn Ecpeowes:
“We beet ellenweorc estum miclum,
feohtan fremedon, frecne geneddon
eafod uncupes. Ube ic swibor

baet Ou hine selfne geseon moste,
feond on freetewum fylwerigne.

Ic hine hreedlice heardan clammum
on walbedde wripan pohte,

baet he for mundgripe minum scolde
licgean lifbysig, butan his lic swice.
Ic hine ne mihte, ba metod nolde,
ganges getwaeman, no ic him paes georne aetfealh,

feorhgeniolan; waes to foremihtig



970 feond on fepe. Hwaepere he his folme forlet

to lifwrape last weardian,
earm ond eaxle. No peer @nige swa peah
feasceaft guma frofre gebohte;

no py leng leofad ladgeteona,

975 synnum geswenced, ac hyne sar hafad
mid nidgripe nearwe befongen,
balwon bendum. Dear abidan sceal
maga mane fah miclan domes,
hu him scir metod scrifan wille.”

980 Pa waes swigra secg, sunu Eclafes,
on gylpspraece gudgeweorca,
sipdan aepelingas eorles creefte
ofer heanne hrof hand sceawedon,
feondes fingras. Foran seghwylc wees,

985 steda naegla gehwylc, style gelicost,
haepenes handsporu hilderinces,
egl unheoru. Aghwylc gecwaed
beet him heardra nan hrinan wolde

iren ergod, paet daes ahleecan

985 steda| ASPR. stidra



990

995

1000

1005

1010

blodge beadufolme onberan wolde.

P A waes haten hrepe Heort innanweard
folmum gefraetwod. Fela peera wees,

wera ond wifa, be pbaet winreced,

gestsele gyredon. Goldfag scinon

web &fter wagum, wundorsiona fela

secga gehwylcum para pe on swylc starad.

Waes paet beorhte bold tobrocen swide,

eal inneweard irenbendum faest,
heorras tohlidene. Hrof ana genaes
ealles ansund, be se aglaeca
fyrendeedum fag, on fleam gewand,
aldres orwena. No paet yde byo

to befleonne, —fremme se pe wille—
ac gesecan sceal sawlberendra

nyde genydde, nipda bearna,
grundbuendra gearwe stowe,

peer his lichoma legerbedde feest
swefep aefter symle. Pa wees sl ond meel
beet to healle gang Healfdenes sunu;

wolde self cyning symbel picgan.

Fitt XV



