UNIVERSITY OF MASSACHUSETTS
HISTORY OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE

ASSIGNMENT 4

GERMANIC SOUND SHIFT I

This assighment requires you to apply what you know about Grimm’s Law. Use it to fill in the
blanks as best you can. The asterisks or Kleene Star (*) indicates an Indo-European reconstructed

form.

*bha ‘speak’ > an
*dheu- ‘flow’ > ew
*ghans— > oose

*bend- ‘protrusion’ > ____en
*de- > o

*gel- > ool

*pau- > ew

*tr- ‘cross over’ = ___rough
*kan-‘sing’ > ____en

*angh— ‘tight’ > an er

*hher- > ear
*koimo- > ome
*pa- > ood

*swad = swee_
*gl-‘ball > ___ lue
*dhren- > rone
lab- > 1la_ ‘lick’
*pulo- ‘rotten” > ___ oul

*wadh- ‘pledge’ > we

*wab- > wee

*mag"- ‘can’ - (OE) ma____an ‘may’
*wegh- ‘g0’ > (OE) we____ ‘way’
*plou- > __ low

*aug- ‘increase’ >e___ e

*kel- ‘cover’ > ___ ell

*leb- > i

*dem- ‘build’ = imber

*bPo- > loom

*dho ‘set, put >___ o

*tum- ‘swollen” > umb

*tong- feel’ > ____an__
*pet-“fly > ea er
*treud- ‘squeeze’ > ___ rea
*bhreg— >  rea_
*bheid- ‘splitt > i e

*dhragh— > ra
*grebh— ‘scratch’ > ra

*porko- > (OE) ear small pig



