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This assignment asks you to muddle through historical-linguistics argument about one of the oldest
Germanic inscriptions, that found on the Negau helmet. Your task is to summarize them as briefly
and generally as possible. Try as best you can! (2 pages or 700 words.)

DIRECTIONS

1. Read the articles by Reichardt (1953) and Hemp (1955). Take notes on the history of each
proposed word in the inscription.

2. Briefly summarize the proposed histories of each word.
3. If Markey (2013) adds anything of value to your summary, include his views, too.
For example, Reichardt contends that both of the inscription’s words are in the accusative

case. His view is that IE *&orioghostin deinom results in the accusative Proto-Germanic
*hari(a)gasti teina.



