Distichs of Cato
Ed. Cox 1972, 1-42.

2.1 Mann sceal purh his modes snoternysse hine sylfne geglengen to wisre lare.

1.1 Ne beo pu to slepor ne to idelgeorn, fordam pe se slep & pat idel fet undeawas & unhzlo pzs
lichoman.

1.2 Dzt we cwedap, pxt seo betst zfter gode pat mon sie gesceadwis & gemetgian cunne zgder ge
his spraece ge his swigan, & wite hwaenne he gespracan hebbe & hwonne him geandwyrd sie.

1.3 Bonne du operne mon tzle, donne gedenc du pxt nan mon ne bid leahterleas.

1.4 Deah 0in wif de hwzne to wrege, ne gelyf pu to hrade, forpam pe hie weordad oft manegum to
feonda, fordam pe he bid pazm hlaforde holdra ponne hira, fordam hi oft hatiad pzt se hlaford
lufad.

1.5 Ne flit du wid anwilne monn, ne wid oferspracne; manegum menn is forgifen dzt he sprecan
mezg, & swide feawum pat he seo gesceadwis.

1.6 Wite 0zs maran danc de du habbe donne dxs pe de monne gehate ne hopa pu to swide to dam
de pe mon gehate: dxr lytel gehaten bid, par bid lytel alogen.

1.7 Ne beo du to anwille, fordam pe is geliclicra pat du seo mid rihte oferstzled, ponne du oferstale
oderne mid woghe; pat bid s& maste weordscype, pet monn cunne ryht gecnawan & hit donne
wille gedafian.

1.8 Sprec ofter embe odres monnes weldede ponne emb dine agna, & cyd da manegum monnum.
1.9 Donne pu eald sie & manegra ealdra cwydas & lara geaxod habbe, gedo hi donne dam giongan
to witanne.

1.10 Peah pe monn hwelces yfeles onhlige, & pu de unscyldigne wite, ne rex du hweat hi reden 0dde
runien; heo teod pe pas de hie him sylfe dencap.

1.11 Ponne pu geselgost sio, penc ponne pat pu mage unselda gedolian gif heo de on becumen:
fordam pe se ende & pzt angin ne bid ealne weg gelic.

1.12 Ne hopa du to opres monnes deade: uncud hwa lengest libbe.

1.13 Deah pe earm friond lytel sylle, nim hit to miccles pances.

1.14 Gif du earm weorde, gepenc pzt du hit eade gepolie: gepenc pat pe pin modor nacodne gebzr.
1.15 Ne ondraed pu pe dead to swide; ne geleofad monn noht myrges pa hwile de he him dead
ondret.

1.15 Ne forgit pu hine peah ealne weg, py les pu polige pas ecan lifes.

1.16 Gif de mon mid yfele leanige pat pu to gode do, ne wit pu hit no gode, ac warena pe sylne.
1.17 Dy oftor mon gehylt pt he hafd, gif he him ondrat pat hit opsceote; dy mon dald sparlice pe
mon nyle pzt hit forbarste.

1.18 Gif du bearn habbe, ler pa creftas, pet hie magen be pon libban; uncud hu him =t ahtum
gesale.

1.18 Craeft bid bztera ponne aht.

1.19 Ne gehat pu nan pinge twia: hwet sceal hit pe eft gehaten, buton hit wzre ar alogen.

1.20 Ne becyp du pin wiotod on wen: wite maran panc das pe du habbe, ponne pzs pe pu pe wene.
1.21 Ne beo 0u to yrsigende: of yrsunge wexd hatunge, & of dzre gepwarnisse lufu.

1.22 Dar per pu niede yrsian scyle, gemetga pzt peah.

1.23 Forbzr oft dzt pu eade wrecan mage: gedyld bid middes eades.

1.24 Help xgder ge cudum ge uncupum par pu mage; uncud hwer hwa opres durfe.

1.25 Ne wilna pu ofer pine mad to witanne embe pa hiofenlican pincg; forpon du eart eordlic mon,
axa pe @fter pam.
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1.26 Ne beo du on pinum yrre to anwille, forpon pat yrre oft amyrred monnes mod pat he ne mag
pzt ryht gecnawan.

1.27 Beo gehealden on dzm pe du habbe: unpleolicre hit bid on lytlum scipe & lytlum wetre, ponne
on micclum scipe & micclum wetre.

1.28 Ne wen pu na pat se yfla auht godes gestryne mid his yfle, fordam peah hit sume hwile
forholen beo, hit bid @t sumum cyrre open.

1.29 Donne pu geseo gingran mann donne du sie, & unwisran & unspedigran, ponne gepenc du hu
oft se ofercymd operne, de hine xr ofercom: swa mann on ealdum bigspellum cwid, pzt hwilum beo
esnes tid, hwilum odres.

1.30 Ne sec du no purh lietas hu pe gewurdan scyle, ac do swa du betst mage; eade geraedep god his
willan be de & pine dearfe, peah he hit pe r ne secge.

1.31 Forlet pt pu nebbe to opres monnes gode andan, fordam pu swencst de sylfne swidor ponne
hine.

1.32 Ne beo pu ormod peah de sie unriht gedemed; Iyt monna wyrd longe faegen pas de he oderne
bewrencd.

1.33 Gif du wid hwone sace habbe, & git ponne gesemede weorden, ne wrec pu no da @rran yfelo,
buton hie mon eft niwige.

1.34 Ne do du nauder: ne de sylfne ne here, ne de sylfne ne leah: @gder para is dysigra manna deaw,
pe swincad fter leasgylpe.

1.35 Pt is heah wisdom pat wis mon liccette dysig, & pat is Ozt maste dysig, pet dysig monn
liccette wisdom.

1.36 Swa mon ma spricd, swa him lees monna gelyfd.

1.37 Gif pu hwzt on pin druncen misdo, ne wit pu hit no dam ealod, fordon du his weolde pe sylf.
1.38 Nafa du to yfel ellen, peah de hwylc unwilla becume; oft brincd seo wyrd pone willan, de eft
bid andergylde.

1.39 Ne wurde pe nzfre to pys wa, pt Ou pe ne wene betran, forpon pe se wena pe ne forlat nafre
forweordan.

1.40 Ne ceos nenne monn be his ahtum, ne dina agna ne amyr; monig mon hafd micel feax on
foran heafde & wyrd peah farlice calu.

1.41 Bisna pe be sumum menn, for pam pe zlces monnes lif bid sumes monnes lar.

1.42 Ne forswiga pu no pat untala gedon sie, pylas pe menn wenan dat hit pe licige.

1.43 Gif de mon mid ryhtre scylde brocige, gedola hit wel & beo his wel gedafa.

1.44 Sprec de gemetlice & eac swa gebzr, dy las pe monn leasunga tio pzr pu wene pat du pina
cysta cyQe.

1.45 Ne hlyst Ou no ungesceadwises monnes worda, forpam hafd monig man done undeaw, pat he
ne con nyt sprecan & ne mag peah geswugian.

2.2 Hit by0 dysig pat man speca ar pone he paxnce.

1.46 Ne rec 0u weamodes wifes worda, for pam de heo pe wile oft mid wope beswican.

1.47 Ne ondraed pu de dead to swide for nanum wite; deah he de ful god ne dynce, he bid =lces
yfles ende, & ne cymd he nzfre ma.

1.48 Forseoh disse worlde wlenca gif du wille beon welig on dinum modo, fordam pa de dzs welan
gitsiad hie biod symble wadlan & iermengas on heora mode; ac bio gehealden on dinum gecynde:
ponne hafst pu @fre genoh.

1.49 Gif du 0in agen amyrre, ne wit Ou hit no gode ac warena Oe sylfne.

1.50 Bruc pinra xhta pa hwile pe du hal sie; se unhala gitsere ah pxt feoh & nah hine sylfne.

1.51 Gepola pines hlafordes yrre & pines lareowes & his word swide wel, peah he de cide.

1.52 Gif de dynce pzt Ou to wrane sie, wit pzt pinre ceolan, forpam seo ceole is dzre wambe
freond, panon pe cumad pa unnyttan lustas.
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1.53 Dysig mon him ondrzt nietenu & wulfas, & ne ondrat pone mon de hine tala lard.

1.54 Gif pu strengo habbe, bruc dzre to nytte.

1.55 Gif du wille godne hlisan habban, ne fegna du nanes yfeles.

1.56 Liorna a hwathugu; deah de pine gesalda forletan, ne forlaett pe no pin craft.

1.57 Ne beo pu to ofersprazce, ac hlyst xlces monnes worda swide georne: fordam pa word
geopenigad xlces monnes willan & his peawas, peah hie heo hwilum behelien.

1.58 Gif du hwylcne craft cunne, bega pone georne: swa swa sorga & embhogan geycan monnes
mod, swa geycd se craft his are.

1.59 Leorna a hwathwugu xt dam wisran, pat pu mage leran pone unwisran: gder para is swide
nytt weorc & gerisenlic.

1.60 Gif du wylle hal beon, drinc de gedftlice; xlc oferfyll & zlc idel fett unhalo.

1.61 Ne lzt pu no unlofod pat pu swytele ongite pat licwyrde sie.

1.61 Pzr pe oht tweonige, lofa pzt gemetlice, py les pe mon leasunga teo.

1.62 Ne truwa pu no smyltum wztre, ne bilwitne monn ne forsioh: oft stille water stadu breced.
1.63 Ongin pat pe to onhagige, for treowlicre is be stede to rowenne ponne ut on sz to seglianne.
1.64 Gif de @t seldum to szle, ahcsa de hwader negum ar swelc geszlde; donne meaht du hit dy
ed gedolian.

1.65 Ne flit du no wid ryhtwisne mon & wid unscyldigne, forpbam pe god wricd unrihte domas.
1.66 Peah pe pin eald gefera abelge, ne forgit pu gif he pe xfre =r gecwemde.

1.67 Are mid pinum oxum & offra mid pinum recelse: dysige biod pa men pe wenap pat hie
cwemon gode donne hie cwellad hiora oxan.

1.68 Alce daege du bist onnoude, ®lce dege du scealt gode poncian pines lifes.

1.69 Peah de monig mon herige, ne gelyf du him to wel, ac gepenc pe sylf hwat his sodes sie.

1.69 Lzt Oe sceamian Oas hlisan, gif de monn on lioge; faegne pas, gif de mon sod on secge & peah
gemetlice.

1.70 Mencg a pa blisse wid pare unrotnesse; forpam gif hiera oder bid oht longe butan odrum,
ponne bid his ungemet, & du meaht pe unyd onberan pas de onbecymed; fordon hira nauder ne
mzg bion xltewe buton odrum, don ma de wat mag bion butan drygum, oppe wearm buton
cealdum, 0dde leoht butan dystrum.

1.71 Liorna manega bec & gehyr monig spell; wite deah hwylcum pu gelyfan scyle: feola writad
menn ungelyfedlices.

1.72 Ne mer du 0zt du habbe, Oy les pe gedearfige to odres monnes.

1.73 Ne rec du to swide hu sio wyrd wandrige; se de fullice das world forsihd, ne ondrat he him
noht swide dead.

1.74 Donne hit zfre gedwzrost sio, ondred pe donne ungedwaernesse, & ponne hit de frecnost
pynce, wen de ponne frofre & salda.

1.75 Bi0 a getriowre ponne pe mon to gelyfe, py les menn wenen dxt pu nane triode nabbe buton
wid leasan.

1.76 Se e him ealne weg ondrzt, se bid swylce he sie ealne weg cwellende.

1.77 Gif du de wille don moniges beteran, ponne do pu de anes wyrsan.

1.77 Gif du wylle pat de monige olecon, ponne olece du anum swide georne.

1.77 Gif du ponne nylle nanum olecan, forlet ponne eal dxt pu age buton wiste & wada & to
swylcum tool swylce du cunne; olece ponne gode anum & ne wilne nanes monnes olacunga.

1.78 Gif pu wilt 2t manegum menn habban pat de licad, pu scealt eac 2t monegum menn gedolian
pzt pe ne licad.

1.78 Gif du wilt 2t anum menn habban pat pe licad, pu scealt him oft gedafian dzt pe ne licad.
1.78 Ne meaht du xt nanum menn habban his good, buton pu mage hwilum his yfel gedafian:
fordam pe nan pincg nis ful good buton gode anum.
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1.79 Styr peah xlces yfles swa pu swidost mage, swa deah pat pu hit to wyrsan ne gebringe: ne bid
pzt yfel to nohte gebet, de bid to wyrsan gebroht.

1.79 Gemet ne secd nan selre.

1.80 Gif ®nig mon bid a de unwiordra pe hine monig wis mon forsihd, donne bid lc dysig mon pe
unweordra de he mare rice hafd.

2.3 On =lcere ea swa wyrse fordes, swa betere fisces.

2.4 Hweder sceal cepinge pe lofigen: pe se pe heo syllen sceall, pe se pe heo byggen wyle.

2.5 Wa pzre peode pe hefd xldeodigne cyng ungemetfastne, feoh georne, & unmildheortne for on
pare peode byd his gitsung, & his modes gnornung on his earde.

1.81 Se de anwaldes wilnad ofer his hlaford, for twam pingum he his wilnad: oder twegra, oppe he
wile pone hlaford lecgan under hine, setlian him mid pzt he sitte sylf de ufor; 00de he wolde pone
hlaford hebban upp ofer hine sylfne & stigan himsylf zfter & eac on hangian, scufan deah simle
done hlaford beforan.

2.6 Ne acse pu nanre wicce redes, ne sech pu riht @t deaden: sodlice god ascuned swylce ping.

2.7 Ne nym pu medsceattes, for heo ableended wisra manna gedancas & wanded rihtwisra word.
2.8 Ac sanctus Agustinus sede swide swutul bispell by dy: gif ma manna wilnode on anre deode
anwaldes ponne an, pzt hit ware pam gelicost de we oft secgan hyrdon, pxt sume wyrmas waren
giond eorpan, & eac sume fiscas ut on sa, pe habbad monuga heafdu & habbad peah an bodig.

2.8 bonne nellad pa heafdu eall anes weges.

2.8 Ac gif de heafdu anes weges nellad, ponne sceal pzt bodig bion py bysigre.

2.8 TihO para heafda wlc his wegas & 1id pzt bodig unnyt, bute pzt hit halt pa heafdu pat heora xlc
ne mot oder fretan.

2.8 Gif hit donne gewyrd pat pa heafdu to dam stronge gewiordap, & hiora @lc swa swide tihd fram
odrum pzt pt bodig toberst, donne forwiordad pa heafdu eall, & eal pzt hiom on hangad.

2.8 & he szde eac pxt sume wyrmas waren & sume fiscas pe hefden an heafod & monigne steort.
2.8 Da steortas he sede pat hulpan ealle pas heafdes, & pat heafod heora ealra.

2.8 Hio hebbad up pzt heafod & him beforan scufad.

2.8 bat heafod & pa eagan him wisiad weg, & hie fedad & feriad & hie him folgiad.

2.8 Swa bi0 eac feola wuhta on wiorlde pe hfd fela fota.

2.8 Ealle 0a fet hebbad up dzt heafod, & pzt heafod hie fered & nered.

2.8 Ac se hrefn, de sume menn hatad crabba, ne ferd naht gefedlice mid twam heafdum, deah he
monigne fot hxbbe.



