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HISTORY 693J:  COMPARATIVE MEMORY (FALL 2010) 
HERTER HALL RM 546 – THURSDAYS 4:00 – 6:30 PM  

 
INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION: 
Dr. Jon Berndt Olsen 
Department of History 
University of Massachusetts at Amherst  
Office Hours: Mondays & Wednesdays 1-2 or by appointment 

Office:  Herter Hall 609 
Telephone: 413.545.6767 
Email: jon@history.umass.edu 
Web: http://people.umass.edu/jon 

 
OVERVIEW: 
 
The phenomenon of cultures of memory has emerged over the past decade as a subject of serious historical scholarship.  
The aim of this seminar is to discuss the problem of national memory cultures since the Second World War. We will begin 
the semester by looking at theories of memory and national identity since 1945. Although the primary thrust of our 
readings will deal with remembering the Second World War, we will also delve into other areas of remembering. The 
German concept of Vergangenheitsbewähltigung, or coming to terms with the past, and its relationship to national identity 
will serve as our guiding analytical tool for our investigation into this topic. We will look at a variety of nation-states in 
Europe as well as the United States and Japan in order to compare and contrast national forms of memory culture and 
ponder questions of universality versus distinct historical experience.  We will also concentrate on the political and 
cultural aspects that different national forms of remembering have had on the historical development of these nations. 
 
EXPECTATIONS: 
 
To succeed in this class you will need to keep up with the reading, participate actively in class discussions, and 
complete your extended project. If at any time you are having difficulties with the material or the assignments, 
or just need to talk, please do not hesitate to come see me during office hours or make an appointment for 
another time to meet.  
 
Attendance: I expect you to be here. You will do yourself a great disservice by not attending class – you will 
miss material and interpretations from that day’s presentation as well as the opportunity to ask questions and 
otherwise interact with your classmates – an important part of the learning process.  There are occasionally 
good reasons to miss class (religious holidays, medical mishaps, family emergencies, athletic & musical 
contests); if you miss something, please contact me to make arrangements. 

• Three absences: the highest grade you may receive is a B 
• Four absences: the highest grade you may receive is a C 
• Five absences: the highest grade you may receive is a D 
• Six absences: you will automatically receive an F 

 
Laptops may be used for the sole purpose of taking notes in class. Any other use (such as Facebook, instant 
messaging, emailing, surfing the web or like activities) will cause you to lose this privilege.   
 
Special needs: The University of Massachusetts is firmly dedicated to making a college education available to 
all students with the appropriate academic preparation, regardless of physical or other conditions. If you are 
entitled to special arrangements in order to fulfill the course requirements, please bring verification from the 
Office of Disabilities within the first two weeks of class. 
 
 
GRADING AND REQUIRED WORK:   
 
Book Reviews 

 
20%  (5% each) 

Historiographical Essay 50% 
Participation 30% 
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Things to keep in mind: 
• Please retain a second copy of papers until your graded paper is returned. 
• Please hold all graded assignments until you receive your final grade. 
• Letter grade equivalencies: A=92.5-100; A-=89.5-92.4; B+=87.5-89.4; B=82.5-88.4; B-=79.5-82.4; 

C+=77.5-79.4; C=72.5-78.4; C-=69.5-72.4; D+=67.5-69.4; D=62.5-68.4; D-=59.5-62.4; F=below 59.5. 
 

Please Note: All course requirements must be completed in order to receive a passing grade in the class.  
Cheating, plagiarism, and other forms of academic dishonesty are grounds for failing this course. 
 
Plagiarism and Academic Honesty: 
 
What is Plagiarism?  According to the UMASS Academic Regulations (2008-2009) Plagiarism is defined as 
“knowingly representing the words or ideas of another as one's own work in any academic exercise. This 
includes submitting without citation, in whole or in part, prewritten term papers of another or the research of 
another, including but not limited to commercial vendors who sell or distribute such materials.”  For more info 
please see page 7 of the regulations at http://www.umass.edu/registrar/media/academicregs.pdf. 
 
Honesty:  You many not engage in any form of academic dishonesty.  This includes, but is not limited to, 
cheating on exams, helping another person cheat, or plagiarizing on written assignments.  This also includes 
fabricating excuses for absences from class and signing in for another student.  If you are caught cheating at 
any point during the semester, you will fail the entire course and I report you to the Academic Honesty Board. 
 
 
Writing Center:   
 
The university offers a special resource for students who want some additional assistance with writing and 
research. The Writing Center is located in the northwest corner of the W.E.B. DuBois Library's Learning 
Commons.  For more information, please visit the WC Website: http://www.umass.edu/writingcenter. The 
web site also offers information about the Center, such as current hours of operation and what to bring with you 
for your first consultation. 
 
Assignments:   
Class discussion forms the heart of this seminar. I expect each student to come to class having read all of the 
reading assigned for that week and to be prepared to actively participate in class discussions. Seminar 
discussions provide both an important academic skill and a learning opportunity. 
 
Each week, a team of two students will be assigned to lead our discussion. Together, you will present a 15-
minute oral report of the book that places it within its larger historiographical context (including the theoretical 
and methodological questions raised) and also include biographical information about the books author 
(including any possible or apparent bias, i.e. a clear, ideological approach or interpretation).  
 
Each student will also write four two-page (single spaced) book reviews of the texts that we are reading this 
semester.  
 
During the week when your book is being discussed, I would like you to lead that week’s discussion. 
The major work for this seminar will be a historiographic essay (20-25 pages in length) that compares the 
portrayal of an event in the memories of one or more countries. For example, you might examine the memory of 
the bombings of Nagasaki and Hiroshima or the Dresden Bombings in Germany. Or you could analyze the 
memories of American GIs who occupied Europe compared to how their presence is remembered by those being 
occupied.  Although I would encourage you to choose a topic that is linked to the history of the Second World 
War, you may propose other topics that interest you more.  
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READINGS:   
 
We will be reading the following books, which are available for purchase at Amherst Books. Alternatively, I 
have placed all of these texts on reserve at the DuBois Library. 
 
 Books: Please purchase the following books (available at the University Bookstore Textbook Annex) 
 
• Halbwachs, Maurice. On Collective Memory. (Chicago: Univ. of Chicago Press, 1992). ISBN-13: 978-0226115962 
• Le Goff, Jacques. History and Memory. (Columbia University Press (November 15, 1996), ISBN-13: 978-

0231075916 
• Herf, Jeffrey. Divided Memory: The Nazi Past in the Two Germanys. (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 

1997). ISBN-13: 978-0674213043 
• Moeller, Robert. War Stories: The Search for a Usable Past in the Federal Republic of Germany. University of 

California Press; 1 edition (March 17, 2003) ISBN-13: 978-0520239104 
• Rousso, Henry. The Vichy Syndrome: History and Memory in France since 1944 (Cambridge, Harvard University 

Press, 1991). ISBN-13: 978-0674935396 
• Portelli, Alessandro. The Order Has Been Carried Out: History, Memory, and Meaning of a Nazi Massacre in Rome 

(Palgrave Studies in Oral History) (Paperback), Palgrave Macmillan (March 6, 2007), ISBN-13: 978-1403980083 
• Bartov, Omar. Erased: Vanishing Traces of Jewish Galicia in Present-Day Ukraine, Princeton University Press 

(September 17, 2007) ISBN-13: 978-0691131214 
• Kirschenbaum, The Legacy of the Siege of Leningrad: 1941-1995: Myth, Memories, and Monuments (Cambridge 

UP, 2009) ISBN: 978-0521123556 
• Buruma, Ian. Wages of Guilt: Memories of War in Germany and Japan, Plume (June 1, 1995), ISBN-13: 978-

0452011564 
• Dower, John. Embracing Defeat, W. W. Norton & Company (June 2000), ISBN-13: 978-0393320275 
• Young, James. The Texture of Memory: Holocaust Memorials and Meaning, Yale University Press (January 25, 

1994), ISBN-13: 978-0300059915 
• Linenthal, Edward and Tom Engelhardt. History Wars: The Enola Gay and Other Battles for the American Past, 

Holt Paperbacks; 1st edition (August 15, 1996), ISBN-13: 978-0805043877  
 
 
CLASS SCHEDULE: 
 
This is the intended schedule for this course, though I reserve the right to make adjustments, if necessary, as the 
semester progresses.  It is important on discussion days that you complete all of the reading in advance.  
 
Day Date Subject Preparation 
Thu Sep 9 Introduction  
Thu Sep 16 Theory Halbwachs, On Collective Memory 
Thu Sep 23 Theory Le Goff, History and Memory 
Thu Sep 30 Germany Herf, Divided Memory 
Thu TBA Germany Moeller, War Stories 
Thu Oct 14 France Rousso, The Vichy Syndrome 
Tue Oct 21 Italy Portelli, The Order Has Been Carried Out 
Thu Oct 28 Ukraine Bartov, Erased 
Thu Nov 4 USSR Kirschenbaum, The Legacy of the Siege of Leningrad 
Thu Nov 10 Germany & Japan Buruma, Wages of Guilt 
Thu Nov 18 Japan Dower, Embracing Defeat 
Thu Dec 2 International Young, The Texture of Memory 
Thu Dec 9 USA Linenthal & Engelhardt, History Wars 
 


