~ A VERY BRIEF INTRODUCTION TO CLASSICAL GREEK -~

Alpha-bet(a).

A o alpha ("ah")
B beta ("b")
I'y gamma ("g")
Ad delta("d")
E ¢ epsilon ("eh")
YA
Hmn
(ORV)
I
Kx
AA
M u
Nv nu("n")

EE xi("ks")

O 0 omicron ("hot")
IT7 pi("p")

P p rho("'r")

2 O,G sigma ("s")

T T tau("t")

zeta ("dz")
eta ("ay")
theta ("th")
iota ("ih/ee")
kappa ("k")
lambda ("1")

mu ("m")

Y v upsilon ("put")
D @ phi (")

X x chi("kh")
Y1 psi("ps")

Q2 w omega ("go")

Vowel combinations.

aL ="eye" oL ="oy"
av ="ow' OoU ="00"
£l ="ay" UL ="we"
€V = "eh-00"

A few Greek words with their English-letter equivalents.

£Eodoc

BiBAtov dnuokpatia Yyvuvaotov
biblion démokratia exodos gumnasion

pLAoocogLa dLwtng Yyuxn UNTPOTOALS
philosophia idiotes psuché métropolis

Famous easy one-liners (use the "dictionary" below).

1. doc puou

dos moi pou @ stO

2. OVTIC pe KTELVEL
outis me Kteinei.

JTOV OTWw Kal
kai tan gan  kinaso.

(Archi-
medes)

Tav yav Kivaow.

(Polyphemus the Cyclops)

3. @trooogpia Biov kvBepvnrne.

philosophia biou

kubernétés.

(Phi Beta Kappa Society)

2
4. ta Kaioapog amodore Kaitoapt,

ta Kaisaros

KalL T TOU

kai

apodote

< 2 ? 3
5. o aveEeraotos Brog eotiv ov BLwTod.

ho anexetastos

bios

Kaisari,
Jeov T Feq.
tou theou 0 thed. (Jesus)
esin ou bidtos. (Socrates)

A very brief dictionary (in Greek alphabetical order).

aveEetaoroc: unexamined
amodote: [you] give back
Brog: life

Brov: of life

Brwtog: livable, to be lived
yav: earth (direct object)
dog¢: [you] give

goTLV: is

Ueov: of God

Uew: o God

kat: and

Kaioapog: of Caesar

Kaitoapt: to Caesar

ktvaow: I will move
ktewve: kills, is killing
kvfepvnTneg: helmsman (steers ships)
ue: me (direct object)

uot: to me

o: the

ov: not _

Ofrug: no one, "No-man"
mou: where

otw: I may stand

ta: the [things]

Tav, Tov, Tw: the

@tiooogia: love of wisdom



The Greek Alpha-beta from Alpha-particles to Omega-bytes

Letter name:
Alpha
Beta
Gamma
_ Deita
Epsilon
Zeta
Eta
Theta
Iota
Kappa
Lambda
Mu
" Nu
Xi
Omicron
Pi
Rho
Sigma

word-ending
- Sigma

Tau
Upsilon
Phi

Chi

Psi
Omega

a

pro-

nounced:

lAHn

Practice filling in the outline of the letter: ~ Try writing the letter freehand:
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doivetol wot (Phainetai moi) by Sappho of Lesbos (circa 590 BC)

2
QALVETAL UOL KMVOg Loog deoLowv
phainetai moi kénos  isos theoisin
seems to me that equal to-gods
> , 2 > >
EUPEVY' VNP, OTTLS EVAVTILOG TOL

enantios toi
opposite to-you

ottis
who

emmen'
to-be

Onér,
man,

b bd

todavel kol mAaotov adv Qovel-—
isdanei  kai  plasion adu - phonei-
sits and  nearby  sweetly speak-

oag VRAKOVEL
sas upakouei
-ing listens-to [you]

KoL yehAaLoog )Lpu-:posv, To u' ﬁ pav
kai gelaisas imeroen, to m' € man
and laughing gently, which my ftruly

kapdiav &V otdeowv ENTOOLOEV:
kardian en stéthesin  eptoaisen:
heart in chest smashes:

2 >

wg yap eLodw Bpoyxewg Ot, Qwvog
O6s gar eisidd brokheds se, phonas
as for I-look-at briefly you, of-voice

Pl
LKEL,
ikei,
comes,

2> > ,
ovdev £T
ouden et'
nothing anymore

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

aANO Kap pEV yAwooa :saye, AemTov

alla kam men  gléssa eage, lepton

but down indeed tongue shivers, light

8 auvTika  XpwL mup VIOdEdPOUMKEV.
d' autika khroi pur upodedromhken,

& immediately skin  fire runs-deep-under,

dnmatecol 8 ovdEV opnuu’, ’emppou—

oppatessi d ouden  orémm’, epirrom-
(with)eyes & nothing  I-see, rum-
>
Berovr &' axovat,
beisi d' akouai,
-ble & ears,

kad' b6 ' )Lép(ng KOKXEETAL, TPOROS O¢

kad' de m' idrés kakkheetai, tromos de
down & me sweat flows-down, trembling &
>
maLoav OoypeL, yhwpotepa de moLag
paisan agrei, khlorotera de poias
all (of me) seizes, greener & (than) grass
éum, tedvaknv &' E)MY(Q 'mLdeung
emmi, tethnakhn ~d' oligo ‘'pideués
I-am, dying &  little short (of)
darvop’ aAra.
phainom' alla.
I-seem other(wise).

Catullus 51

Ille mi par esse deo videtur,
ille, si fas est, superare divos,
qui sedens adversus identidem te

’ spectat et audit
dulce ridentem, misero quod omnis
eripit sensus mihi; nam simul te,
Lesbia, aspexi, nihil est super mi

9 Lingua sed torpet, tenuis sub artiis
10
11
12
13
14
15
16

flamma demanat, sonitu suopte

tintinant aures, geminé teguntur
lumina nocte.

Otium, Catulle, tibi molestum est;

otio exsultas nimiumque gestis;

otium et reges prius et beatas
perdidit urbes.



