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Senior Studio Project, Professor Annaliese Bischoff, Learning by
the Yard: A Master Plan and Construction of a Butterfly Garden 

for Two Elementary Schools in Turners Falls, MA

Introduction: Community Service Learning

Spring Semester

•Conduct case studies of successful designs 

•Study developmental needs of children

•Participate in Earth Day

•Visit site and work with children

•Analyze site and program

•Create master plans

•Begin butterfly garden

Summer

•Organize gifting of “Miss Rumphius” books

•Finish planting butterfly garden
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Objectives

• To support joyful learning and play through the development of concepts celebrating the 
site and region. 

• To demonstrate an understanding of design sensitive to children’s developmental needs 
while promoting environmental stewardship. 

• To apply knowledge and understanding to site design for elementary school-aged 
children, their teachers, and other users of the schoolyard.
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Location of Hillcrest and Sheffield Schools
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Sheffield School
•Grades 3-6

• Approximately 300 students.
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Hillcrest School
•Grades K-2

• Approximately 200 students.
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Case Studies: Learning about schoolyard design and children’s needs
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Earth Day Parade: UMass students joining

elementary school children in a parade
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Earth Day Parade Destination: Program at Great Falls Discovery Center
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Elementary student-designed mural gateway
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The new walk and garden site
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UMass students 
demonstrate how to 

plant donated forsythia 
shrubs
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Butterfly garden planting at the new garden site
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Students fly kites to celebrate planting success.
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Beginning Design Program Requirements

• Create places for children to gather, garden, or other 
interactive plantings

• Create places for children to feel sheltered

• Use a native planting palette. No toxic plants!
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UMass Student Design Proposals for the 
Schoolyard

“The Spiral and 
the Grid”

Leah Daignault and
Lauren Toohey
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Design Proposals for the Schoolyard

“The Giving Tree”

Danielle Mellett and 
Matt Benzie
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Design Proposals for the Schoolyard

“The Giving Tree”
Upon graduation from 
Hillcrest students bring 
their tree over to 
Sheffield.

Danielle Mellett and 
Matt Benzie
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Design Proposals for the Schoolyard

“Structured Forms, Free Forms”

Troy Olson
Jeff Donorama
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Design Proposals for the Schoolyard

“Puzzle Pieces”

Jon Allard and
Jesse Harris
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Design Proposals for the Schoolyard

“Transformations with 
Banners”
Chris Scheufler, Jaron
Lyons, and Joe Coan
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Design Proposals for the Schoolyard

Some design details

Michael Lazar
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Subsequent Community Service Activities, Summer ’06

at the Sheffield and Hillcrest Elementary Schools 
Professor Annaliese Bischoff

Completing the Butterfly Garden Planting
Making the Schoolyard More Beautiful: Inspired by “Miss Rumphius”

• Ken Schoen of Schoen Books donates 
copies of “Miss Rumphius” to 
children at the school.

• Children read this story about 
making the world a more beautiful 
place.

• Chip Wood, the principal, gives 
students seeds to plant.

• Students plant seeds of native 
delphiniums to make the schoolyard 
a more beautiful place.


	UMass students demonstrate how to plant donated forsythia shrubs
	                                                   Students fly kites to celebrate planting success.

