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So what did Catholics believe? Over the centuries, some theologians explained the Catholic 
faith better than others. Two of the best and most respected are St. Augustine of Hippo (in 
north Africa) and St. Thomas Aquinas of Roccasecca (in Italy). 

 
Both begin by recognizing the mathematical order of the 
universe and the regularity of nature. They observe that 
everything in nature operates according to quantifiable, logical 
patterns—life is not capricious or accidental. And both knew 
that the Gospel of John begins by proclaiming Christ to be the 
Logos. The Greek word “logos” give us our word “logic.” The 
word “biology” is made up of the Greek words “bio” (“life”) 
and “logos.” Logos means the order or structure of something, 
its logic. So biology is the study of the order or structure of life. 
Sociology is the study of the order or structure of society. 
Catholics call that order or structure Christ. 
 
Science is not the opposite of religion: science is part of religion.  
 
To make some sense of this, consider this analogy. Imagine the 
moment before the Big Bang. At the moment, there was no 

space and no time. All of the universe was collapsed into an infinitesimally small point. All 
the matter of the universe, all its time, all its space—all were collapsed in a single point along 
with all its laws as well as the rules of unfolding that we call physics. That infinitesimally 
small, atemporal, aspatial point is what Catholics call the First Person of the Trinity: the 
Father. In the Father is all creation at once in its pure and realized form. Because it contains 
everything, it is perfect and therefore good. It is the beginning to which all things will return. 
 
Next comes the moment of the Big 
Bang. The motion of that explosion, the 
power and force, is what drives the 
collapsed universe into the continuum 
of space and time. From a single point, 
the universe will expand. The expansion 
takes place in time. The boundaries of 
the expansion create space. That motion 
is beneficial because it brings forth life. 
The motion is subject to the 
fundamental mathematical order of 
being. That motion is what Catholics 
call the Third Person of the Trinity: the 
Holy Spirit.  
 

Aquinas 



Math requires a series of numbers. 1, 2, 3, and so on. Catholics distinguish between the unity 
of the Father (that is, the universe before the Big Bang in its singular perfection) and the 
order of existence (that is, the structure of the unfolding universe). As math requires a series, 
so does logical thought. Logic is a series of steps from one term to another. And as logic and 
math require a series of steps, so does language. Unlike screaming, speech is the ordered 
stepping from one sound to the next, from one word to the next, and so on. All those orders 
are the same. They are all mathematical. They are all logical and reasonable; they are not 
capricious. Catholics call that order the Logos, the Second Person of the Trinity: Christ. 
 

Both Augustine and Aquinas 
say that God is not a being, 
but Being itself. God is 
Being. Everything that we 
see and that we don’t see 
exists: and its existence is 
God. To put it in terms of 
our analogy: nothing comes 
into existence except as a 
result of matter and energy, 
which were and are present 
in the Father; as a result of 
motion and force, which 
were and are present in the 
Holy Spirit; and according to 
the fundamental laws of the 
universe, which were and are 

present in the Son. In God, say Catholics, we live, and move, and have our being. 
 
Christ is called the Logos. He is the Logic of God, but also the Word of God. Logos can 
mean language—that is, ordered sounds, words. Catholics consider the Bible to be the Word 
of God. That means that the mathematical order that underlies all of creation also underlies 
the Bible. The Bible is not a book of physics. It is not a chemistry textbook. Its aim is not 
knowledge—Latin scientia, which gives us “science.” Its aim is wisdom—Latin sapientia, 
which is the name of our species, homo sapiens. Christ is also called the Wisdom of God. 
Christ is in every word of the Bible because the fundamental order of things is what inspires 
the writers of the Bible. They are applying that order not to physics, chemistry, or math, but 
to human lives. They ask, How shall I live? What is right and proper? How should I treat 
others? They believe that the mathematical order of the universe does not stop at our 
eyeballs. It applies to our bodies and to our minds. 
 
What distinguishes Christians from animists or theists—any of whom would likely subscribe 
to the views described above—is the role of Jesus Christ in the unfolding of the universe. 
Catholics and some Protestants believe that the person called Jesus Christ is a human 
manifestation of the order of the universe, the Logos. He was a mysterious combination of 
both a living human being and the unfolding perfection of the fundamental order. Catholics 
therefore believe that the fundamental order can be understood by reading about Christ’s life. 
Moreover, that fundamental order can be applied morally to one’s own life. 
 

Augustine 



Another distinction for Catholics concerns interpreting that 
order, the Logos. Catholics believe that the art of reading the 
Bible requires a great deal of training and careful thought. Just 
as the Logos is hidden from scientists in nature, so is the 
Logos hidden from theologians in the Bible. It is hard work 
getting to it. And Catholics believe that only trained people 
appointed by a responsible authority can establish what the 
Logos requires of us. Catholics can interpret as much as they 
want, as long as they realize that their own personal 
interpretations might be bad guides to living. Some Catholics 
protested against such authority, and because they protested, 
were called not protesters, but Protestants. Each Protestant 
sect is distinguished by the degree of authority it requires for 
doctrinal statements. So, if doctrine is established by a council 
of bishops—the Latin word for bishop is episcopus—the church 
is Episcopal. If doctrine is established by a priest—the Latin 
word for priest is presbyter—the church is Presbyterian. If 
doctrine is established by a congregation, the church is 
Congregational. And if doctrine is established by each 

individual believer, the church is Independent or non-conformist. In all cases, Christ the 
Word is thought somehow present in Scripture. In the image to the left, Christ Pantocrator 
(all-powerful, sustainer of the world) is raising two fingers to indicate that he is the second 
person of the Trinity; he is pointing at himself. Behind him we can see the skies, water, and 
earth. The Bible is clutched to his heart, and the pages are arranged like steps—leading from 
the Old testament to the New, which is signified on the back cover by a cross surround by 
trinities (four of them in white, indicating the four gospels, one in black, indicating the 
godhead). 
 
Catholics teach these doctrines in many ways. They read Scripture to one another. They tell 
stories and sing songs. But most importantly, they have developed rituals which use symbols 
to teach lessons. For example, Catholics meet in a church. The church should be laid out in 
the shape of a cross. This signifies that Catholics cannot achieve salvation except through 
the cross. The door to a church is called the paradisium. That signifies that a worshipper 
entering a church steps out of the world and through the doors of paradise. This movement 
is the opposite of the one in Eden, when humans left paradise. Thereby, a Catholic learns 
that the worship of God leads to paradise. Afterwards, Catholics reenter the world to fulfill 
the revealed ethical laws of the Logos: love one another, do unto others as they would have 
them do unto you, care for the weak and the dispossessed, turn the other cheek, be humble, 
give to the poor, and so forth. In all these cases, Catholics recognize the basic brokenness of 
human beings. We cannot do it on our own. We require one another and we require 
understanding of how the life-giving, perfect order of the universe unfolds ethically in our 
lives. 
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