
CRYPTO & HACKING 

Systems 
 
You are enmeshed in dozens of systems simultaneously. This paper asks you to describe one of them. You will 
also be asked to present your findings along with your team. 
 
Team 1. Curriculum.  
 

UMass requires you to take certain courses. Why? What is the rationale behind your 
curriculum? What did the curriculum look like 10 years ago? Who decides the 
curriculum? What committees, offices, and organizations decide what your education 
should be? 
 

Team 2. Housing. 
 

Heat and electricity are readily available to you in your dorm room. How do they get 
there? Where are the power plants? What tunnels do the cables and pipes run 
through? Can you see them? Is there a map? Where are the junctions? How does the 
power get to UMass, and where does it originate? 
 

Team 3. Illicit fun. 
 

What happens if you get busted while at UMass? Who can arrest you? Where do you 
go? What happens when you get there? What are the steps of the criminal justice 
system that a student might face? 
 

Team 4. Internet & Phones. 
 

How does the internet get into your dorm room? What about phone lines? Where do 
they come from? How is it possible to connect to Facebook? Where is Facebook? 
 

Team 5. Food. 
 

What’s your favorite thing to eat at UMass? Where is it made? Where do the 
ingredients come from and how do they get here? 
 

Team 6. Trash. 
 

When you throw out your old Kleenex or dirty bagel bag, where does it go? Who 
picks it up? How is it sorted from other trash? Where does it end up? What happens 
to the recycling? 
 

Team 7. Identification. 
 

Who knows your student number? Where is it kept? How is it generated? What 
information is attached to it? Who can access it? 


