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Assignment 3: 
Simultaneous Readings in Attitude Complements and Relative Clauses 

 
(1) Simultaneous Readings in English Relative Clauses 
 

We’ve noted numerous times now that the English sentence in (1ai) can be construed as 
true in scenario (1aii).  

 
 a. (i) Sentence: Dave said that George was president. 
 

(ii) Scenario: Dave said “George is president” 
 
 Similarly, the sentence in (1bi) can be construed as true in scenario (1bii). 
 
 b. (i) Sentence: Dave met a man who lived in Amherst. 
 

(ii) Scenario: Dave met Bill. At the time of their meeting, Bill lived in 
  Amherst.  

 
 c. Questions: 

(i) Can the system proposed by Kusumoto (2005) – as presented in class – 
also be used to capture the facts in (1b)? 

 
(ii) Can the system proposed by Kratzer (1998, 2009) – as presented in class –

also be used to capture the facts in (1b)?  
 

(iii) Can the system proposed by von Stechow (2009) – as presented in class – 
also be sued to capture the facts in (1b)? 

 
 
(2) Exploring Embedded Tense in Your Languages of Study 
 
 In the last problem set, you found translations for the following English sentences. 
 
 a. (i) English Present: John lives in Amherst. 
  (ii) English Past:  John lived in Amherst. 
  (iii) English Future: John will live in Amherst. 
 

b. Please take the translations you obtained for (2a), and embed them under the 
translation for the following: 

 
   “In 1985, Lyn said that … ” 
 

• Please note if any of the resulting structures sound unnatural in the language. 
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c. Please take the translations you obtained for the English VPs “lives in Amherst”, 
“lived in Amherst”, and “will live in Amherst”, and embed them under the 
translation for the following: 

 
   “In 1985, Lyn met a man who … ” 
 

• Again, please note if any of the resulting structures sound unnatural in the 
language.  

 
d. Finally, take all the natural sounding structures obtained in (2b) and (2c), and for 

each one, add the following adverbs to the embedded clause: 
 
  (i) then 
  (ii) in 1982 
  (iii) in 1989 
 

That is, in other words, I’m asking you construct structures that are 
morphosyntactically parallel to the following English sentences: 

 
  (iv) 1. * In 1985, Lyn said that John lives in Amherst then 
   2. In 1985, Lyn said that John lived in Amherst then. 
   3. * In 1985, Lyn said that John will live in Amherst then. 
 
   4. * In 1985, Lyn said that John lives in Amherst in 1982 
   5. In 1985, Lyn said that John lived in Amherst in 1982 
   6. * In 1985, Lyn said that John will live in Amherst in 1982 
 
   7. * In 1985, Lyn said that John lives in Amherst in 1989 
   8. * In 1985, Lyn said that John lived in Amherst in 1989 
   9. * In 1985, Lyn said that John will live in Amherst in 1989. 
 
   10. * In 1985, Lyn met a man who lives in Amherst then. 
   11. In 1985, Lyn met a man who lived in Amherst then. 
   12. * In 1985, Lyn met a man who will live in Amherst then.  
 
   …    
 
   16. * In 1985, Lyn met a man who lives in Amherst in 1989 
   17. In 1985, Lyn met a man who lived in Amherst in 1989   
   18. * In 1985, Lyn met a man who will live in Amherst in 1989. 
 

e. Please note which of the structures formed in (2d) sound ‘anomalous’, and which 
admit of a possible interpretation (as I did for the English sentences above) 

 
 


