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Assignment 2: 
Some Questions on Aspect and Students’ Chosen Languages 

 
(1) On the Semantics of the Future Again 
 

Recall that the English sentence in (1a) can be understood as true in the scenarios (1bi) 
and (1bii), but not in a scenario like (1biii).  

 
 a. Sue will marry a man who graduated from Harvard. 
 
 b. (i) Graduation precedes the marriage and the time of (2a)’s utterance 
   

 HARVARD << NOW << MARRIAGE 
 
  (ii) Graduation follows the time of (2a)’s utterance, but precedes the marriage 
   

 NOW << HARVARD << MARRIAGE 
 
  (iii) Graduation follows the time of (2a)’s utterance and the marriage 
   

 NOW  << MARRIAGE << HARVARD 
 

Our semantics for the abstract head woll in English ((24b) in Handout 3) still does not 
predict this full range of facts.  

 
 c. Question: Why does our semantics for woll fall short here? 
 
 d. Question:  
  Please revise our semantics for woll so that it does predict the facts in (1a)-(1b). 
 

• Note:  
You may also have to slightly revise other aspects of our syntax/semantics for 
aspect. Please be sure to identify all the changes that you’ll have to make to 
capture the facts in (1a)-(1b). 

 
(2) On the Tense System of Your Language of Study 
 

a. How are the following sentences most naturally translated into your chosen 
language of study? 

 
  (i) John lives in Amherst.  (iv) John eats meat.  
  (ii) John lived in Amherst.  (v) John is eating meat. 

(iii) John will live in Amherst.   
 

b. Of the translations you have recorded for the sentences in (2a), can any of them 
work for more than one sentence in (2a)? 



Seth Cable  Proseminar on Semantic Theory 
Fall 2015  Ling 720	  

(3) On Embedded Tenses in Your Language Study 
 

What would be the most natural translation of the English sentence in (3a), under the 
reading where it can describe the scenario in (3b)?   

 
 a. Sentence to Translate:  Dave said that he lived in Amherst. 
  
 b. Scenario:   Dave said the following: “I live in Amherst.” 
 
(4) On the Aspect System of Your Language of Study 
 

a. How are the following mini-discourses most naturally translated into your chosen 
language of study? 

 
  (i) Bill walked into the room. John made a sandwich. 
 
   Scenario:  

Bill walks into the room. Following that, John makes a sandwich. 
 
  (ii) Bill walked into the room. John was making a sandwich. 
 
   Scenario: 

Bill walks into the room. He finds John in the middle of making a 
sandwich. 

 
  (iii) Bill walked into the room. John had (just) made a sandwich. 
 
   Scenario: 

Bill walks into the room. He finds John standing next to a freshly made 
sandwich.  

 
b. Of the translations you have recorded for the sentences in (4a), can any of them 

work for more than one sentence in (4a)? 
 


