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Questions on Pronouns and Adverbs 
 
(1) Exercise on Pronouns and Gender  (10 Points) 
 

The sentence in (1a) below is acceptable in a context where the speaker is pointing at a 
non-human animal (e.g., a dog). However, it is not acceptable in a context where the 
speaker is pointing at a human (e.g., Barack). 

 
 a. It likes Joe. 
 

Following our analysis of ‘masculine’ and ‘feminine’ gender in English, let us assume 
that the pronoun it has the abstract syntax below: 

 
 b. Abstract Syntax of the Pronoun It 
 
   DP     
 
  GEN  D’     
              
         [NEUTER] D     
    

         PROn  
   

 
 
  Pronounced as /It/     
 
 c. QUESTION (10 Points):	   	  

Please give a semantics for [NEUTER] gender which predicts that sentence (1a) 
will only be defined in a context where it is referring to a non-human. 

  
  Huge Hint: Look to our treatment of [FEM] and [MASC] in the notes… 
 
(2) Exercise on Adverbs and Events  (50 Points) 
 

Let us assume that sentence (2a) below is asserted in a context where the speaker is 
‘gesturing’ towards Barack. Let us assume that in this context, (2a) has the truth-
conditions in (2b). 

 
 a. Sentence: He danced beautifully. 
 
 b. Truth-Conditions (in a Context where Speaker Refers to Barack): 
 

There is an event e such that e is an event of dancing and Barack is the agent of e 
and e is beautiful.  
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 c. QUESTION (10 Points):  
 
Using the ideas in our event-semantics for adverbial modification, please provide 
lexical entries for the following words. 

  
  (i) [[ danced ]] 
 
  (ii) [[ beautifully ]] 
 
 d. QUESTION (10 Points): 

 
Again, using the ideas in our event-semantics for adverbial modification, please 
provide the syntactic structure for sentence (2a).   

 
 e. QUESTION (30 Points): 
 

Use the lexical entries you propose in (2c), the syntax you propose in (2d), and 
our semantic rules (FA, NN, TN, PM, PR, EI) to construct a proof deriving the 
truth-conditions in (2b) for sentence (2a). 

 
 
 
 


