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Questions on the Basics of Our Extensional Semantics 
 
(1) Cross-Linguistic Applicability of Our System [25 points] 
 

The language Nuu-chah-nulth (Wakashan; British Columbia) is a Verb-Initial language.  
That is, in every sentence, the verb is the very first word, as illustrated below. 

  
 a. Maamuk-7is   cakup-7i 
  work-PRES man-the 
  The man is working.  (Wojdak 2001) 
 
 Let us assume such sentences have the following structure in Nuu-chah-nulth. 
 (I’m ignoring the suffixes “-7is” and “-7i” in order to simplify the problem.) 
 

b.    S 
 
VP    NP 
 
V    N 
 

                   Maamuk           cakup 
 
 
We are now going to try to develop a very basic extensional semantics for Nuu-chah-
nulth.  We will begin by assuming that our system has the following two lexical entries. 

  
 c. Lexical Entries for Nuu-chah-nulth 
 
  (i) [[cakup]      = the man 
   
  (ii) [[maamuk]]     = f: De à Dt 

          for all y ∈ De , f(y) = T iff  y is working 
 

Given the translation of (1a), it appears the following T-conditional statement is accurate. 
 
 d. Targeted T-Conditional Statement 
 

   S         
 
VP    NP  = T       iff  the man is working 
 
V    N 
 

                   Maamuk           cakup 
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e. FIRST QUESTION [20 points]   
Are the rules of FA, NN and TN enough to derive the T-conditional statement in 
(1d) from the lexical entries in (1c)?  If so, please provide the derivation. If not, 
explain why not. 
 
Make sure your derivation follows the structure of those done in class (i.e., 
make sure it employs subproofs in the way we’ve done). 

 
 f. SECOND QUESTION (OPEN ENDED) [5 points] 

Given your answer to question (1e), please comment on the following statement 
(i.e., do you agree or disagree, and why?): 

 
The extensional semantics we’ve been developing in class has no cross-
linguistic applicability.  That is, the rules it employs (FA, NN, TN) are 
completely specific to English, and do not seem applicable to unrelated 
languages.   

 
(2) Boring, Mechanical Exercise on Types   [30 pts] 
 
 Please explain what kinds of functions fall under the following types 
 
 a. < e, t > 
 
 b. < e, < e, t > > 
 

c. < t, < t, t > > 
 
 d. < e , < t , < e , t > > > 
 
 e. < < e, t > , < e, t > > 
 
 f. < < e, t > , t  > 
 

In your answers to some of these, it might be helpful to use indentation to improve 
readability. For example, for something like < <t, e>, <e, <t, t>> >, the answer could be: 
 

“This is the type of function that maps 
  Functions that map truth-values to entities, to 
  Functions that map entities to 
   Functions that map truth-values to truth-values” 

 
 


