201 H Fundamental Operations of Universal Grammar

1. Merge

Fundamental Properties:  Merger    X + Y


a. Left adjunction


b. right adjunction



Is there any difference?



houseboat/boathouse



rackhat/hatrack

Nouns +> Adjoin to the left  

    Note: all  languages have Merge, but not all apply it to nouns



e.g. French

2. Recursion and bulding Hierrarchies

a. house boat magazine

city house boat

student film club => how is this ambiguous?

city book house

lover lover

lover lover lover

b. Invent some new ones: what do you have?

c. Are you inventing a concept to go with it?


elephant icebox => what is the range of modification here?



= for, looks like, shape of, owned by


d. Relation to other abilities: mathematics, successor function?

e. Idioms: turncoat

3. Constraints

a. No free-formed structures

1. no three-pronged hierarchies

2. no heterarchies

3. no three-dimensional structures

b. Possible that these claims are wrong

II.  Morphology:

1. Each person creates a word: novelty






structure






unconscious knowledge






universals/language particular







recursivity: very, very, 








anti-anti missile





universal: no word-morphology on sentences







*un I think Bill is here





particular: geglaubt = circumflex in German








        none in English

2. But are they completely free?


a. persuasiveness/*persuasnessive


b. *restrangeness


c. *thinkre/rethink


d. oversleep/sleepover

3.  Assignment: list all nouns with prefixes/ suffixes that are 



       prepositions:

a. outlook/lookout


b. outbreak/breakout


c. upset/set-up


d. upshot/shoot-up


e. uphold/holdup

Are there any regularities that you can figure out?


1. are both prefixes and suffixes recursive?


2. Create a compound that fits this environment:




  P
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4. Create a long compound, or a funny compound




or an obscure one.

