Fall 2006 Introduction to Linguistics 201H 

Tom Roeper 

[South College 218 

Language Acquisition Lab  316]

roeper@linguist.umass.edu
visit website for class folder http://www.umass.edu/linguist/people/faculty/roeper/roeper.html
Office hours: Mon 3-4 South College



    Fri: 2:30-3:30 South College

Topics:       Syntax  and Linguistic Universals 



with a Language Acquisition Perspective

Goals: 1. Analytic reasoning through building


  a precise mechanical model of syntax.


  2. Seeing the empirical implications of



abstract ideas in language acquisition.


   3. Considering the implications of formal



structures for the concept of mind.

Text:   A. Akmajian and F. Heny MIT Press

Introduction to Transformational Grammar


Available from Textbook Annex (also Amazon)   

Roeper (Draft) Prism of Grammar 

website—xerox later

Class Handouts—possibly other short papers on class website

First Assignment: Read Chaps 2.3 from Prism




 Assignment on Merge and Compoud





Nouns

Requirements:


1. 3-4 in class Quizzes/Final Exam


2. Weekly Problems and Self-correction reports


3. 2-3 one page essays on topics in Prism


4. An Acquisition Search in the Childes database 

(Google: Childes) 


     and a presentation with paper (group work)

         5. Final Honors Project:  3-5 pages 

       Extended Search Paper or





        Assist in an experiment or






Any topic by arrangement

Philosophy:


1. Challenging but not Frustrating


2. Circular Teaching: Same ideas from several perspectives


3. Cooperation among students is encouraged

