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Lecture 6.  NP Interpretation, Quantification, and Type‑shifting.

Type-shifting

Coercion

Three semantic types for NPs: e, <e,t>, and <<e,t>,t> (referential, predicative, and quantificational)

Type-shifting functors: “Lift”, “lower”, “ident”, “iota”, “THE”, “A”, and “BE”.

“The king”: interpretations in all three types: how the three interpretations are different, and in how they are alike.

“Natural” type-shifting functors

“BE” as a natural type-shifting functor. 

Cardinal numbers as adjectives and as determiners. 

Lecture 7.  Semantics and Pragmatics. Entailments, presuppositions, conversational and conventional implicatures. Grice‘s conversational maxims.

Semantics, pragmatics. (What’s the difference?)

Entailment

Presupposition

Implicature


Conversational


Conventional

Gricean maxims

Exploiting Gricean maxims in order to implicate more than you have literally said.

Cancellability, non-detachability

Inclusive vs. exclusive or
Tests for presuppositions

Lecture 8.  Negation, Monotonicity, and Negative Polarity Items.

Negative polarity items (NPIs)

Monotone increasing function  (= “upward-entailing”)


Monotone decreasing function (“downward-entailing”) 


Non-monotone function.

Right monotone increasing (monotone(); similarly monotone (, (monotone, (monotone.

Recursive definition of ( for semantic types that “end with a t”. 

Clausemate sentential negation.

Polarity sensitive items (PSIs): a broader class including NPIs.

Veridicality: an operator may be veridical, antiveridical, or neither. 

Licensing, anti-licensing. 
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