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Japanese honorifics 
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1. Language examples. 

 

! Addressee honorifics N!9*4534E%:'D*!$3&34'5'67!N!(%&#%&'"!>?93)':*!)%&A@%A*BC!
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! Depreciative forms = object honorifics!N!$%#!"#'"g$%#8!'"!>?$@E<)*!)%&A@%A*BC!
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! ! >L!I3E%&!:%)G7!I':$!%!E%&!%<3@:!$*4!;%@A$:*4HC!
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>ZC!! D"$",%,,"*(""!5*&,,,,,,,,,,shi*#+!+&,

! ! $*4*!!!'&!2,Q0)*%;0SQT!AUX.DPR0U\.!
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! Antihonorifics 

-$*7*!534E7!7$3I!;'74*79*6:5@)!%::':@;*+!%::':@;*!35!;*5'%&6*! :3I%4;7! :$*!7@<K*6:!35! :$*!7*&:*&6*H!
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! ! 'H! ?2*!'7!'&!$379':%)!%A%'&HB!

! ! ''H! ?U!;3&M:!4*79*6:!$'E+!%&;!U!I%&:!:3!7$3I!':HB!

! ! >-$*!7@<K*6:!'7!:$*!79*%G*4M7!7@<34;'&%:*HC!
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2.  Some properties of expressives. 
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L&H!

! ! ("!!N!!\!o!L"!

! ! (V!!N!!\!o!LV!

! ! !!!!!!!!!! !

! ! (&!!N!!\!o!L&!

?\!'7!:$*!7%E*!'&!:$*!7*&7*!:$%:!%7!)3&A!%7!:4@:$!D%)@*!'7!63&6*4&*;+!\!'7!'&D%4'%&:HB!
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V
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''H a*9*%:%<')':=H!

U&!34;*4! :3!*J94*77!?7@9*4093)':*&*77B!79*%G*47! 6%&!@7*!%;;4*77**! 534E7! '&!&3&07:%&;%4;!9)%6*7+!

*79*6'%))=!I':$!63&D*4<7F!
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>"YC D%&8&,, ,,,,,,!+#,#+#$+,,,,,,,'+,,,,#+#=">",,,,,,,>&%*mash*&(%,,,,#%+!!

! ! 93)'6*E%&!7%&!73E*$3I!Q,\!7*D*4%)H:'E*7!%99*40ADR0SQT!.a-!

! ! &/"&/",,,,$&$*+/%*mash*&(+,

! ! D%4'3@7!%7G02,Q0ADR0SQT!

'H! ?-$*!93)'6*E*&!6%E*!7*D*4%)!:'E*7!534!73E*!4*%73&+!%7G*;!D%4'3@7!X@*7:'3&7HM!
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''H! ?U!%E!79*%G'&A!D*4=!93)':*)=!:3!=3@HB!

! ! >L!$3:*)G**9*4!:%)G7!:3!%!$3:*)!A@*7:HC!

!

`7@%))=!%;;4*77**!534E7!%99*%4!'&!%!7*&:*&6*!3&)=!3&6*+!I':$!:$*!5'&%)!94*;'6%:*H!q@:!&3I!:$*4*!'7!%!
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'&!%!7*&:*&6*H!

-$*!&34E%)!I%=!:3!@7*!$3&34'5'6!534E7!'7!:3!@7*!:$*E!3&6*!'&!%!7*&:*&6*!%<3@:!3&*!7@<K*6:H!q@:!'&!

34;*4!*E9$%7'r*!:$*!93)':*&*77!%&;!$3&34%<')':=!':!'7!9377'<)*!:3!@7*!:$*7*!534E7!I':$!$3E3A*&3@7!
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>""C F(""!+>+,o*>"="/*&#&,,,,,,,nar*are*>+!5*&(+,,,,,,,,,,$+,

! ! 5%:$*4!!!!!!!!HON04*:@4&0SQT!AUX.HON0HON0L]a0.P-!_!

! ! 'H! ?2%7!=3@4!5%:$*4!4*:@4&*;dB!

! ! ''H! ?U!4*79*6:!=3@4!5%:$*4!;**9)=HB!

!
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3.  Continuum between honorific forms and conventional implicatures. 

 

(J%E9)*!>"VC!543E!b.3::7p#%I%$%4%!VYY1cF!
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>"VC G"5#*-+,bE+/:*'+,,,,#%!.'&!5&*chimat*(+c,*$"("*",!5&((%/.,

83$&0-,.!\%4=0Q,\!3D*47)**90AHN0.LP-!!05%6:!!!!!!G&3I!

'H ?83$&!G&3I7!:$%:!\%4=!3D*47)*9:HB!

''H ?U:!7@6G7!:$%:!\%4=!3D*47)*9:HB!
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>"[C ?5&$+!5&,+&(!./+,HHI""&HH,#",,,+(+>+,",,,,,#+'.(*(%,,,,,shimat*(+,,#,,,,,=+,
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?q@:!:$*=!7:4'G*!q33'!'&!:$*!$*%;!b%&;!$*!'7!)*:$%))=!I3@&;*;cHB!
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>"1C J+&9.,=+,,!5+(!.,",,,,,$&(*(%,,,,,,shima*"",,,8+,,,,,,,,,,#+*&,,,,,$+B,

G&'5*!!UQP!7$'4:!!!!LSS!6@:0SQT!AUX.S02,a!S,.H-,.!&30.aP!_!

?/*:O7!6@:!:$*!7$'4:!I':$!:$*!G&'5*HB!
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>"eC K+&!"",(!.$+/%*(+,,,,,,,:""!.,=%3,,,,,,,,,:..!5"$.,",,,,,(+;%*/.,,("3,,

D*4=!!!!!A*:H:'4*;0.P-!!!)33G!!!S,.HSQT!;'&&*4!!!!!!LSS!*%:0.aP!!!-(\.!

!.'.#&,,,,,,,,,#%*(%,,,,,,shimaw*+/%*>+!5*&(+,

4'A$:H%I%=!!!)'*0SQT!!AUX.S02,Q0L]a0.P-!
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