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SUPPLEMENT to Lecture 14: Semantic Resources
This handout includes some pointers to various semantic resources that you might find useful in the future. It partly overlaps with the page of “links to readings” that we have been building up all semester – that’s located at https://udrive.oit.umass.edu/partee/Semantics_Readings/Links%20to%20Readings.doc .
There will be a ‘.doc’ version of this handout on my website, so you can use the electronic version if you just want to click on the links, or paste them into your bookmarks, or the like. 

Kai von Fintel’s semantics page(s).  Kai von Fintel is Associate Professor of Linguistics at MIT; he got his Ph.D. in Linguistics at UMass Amherst. He writes a semantics “blog” to which I always keep an RSS feed on my home “Yahoo” page; he also has links on his page to many other semantics resources. Kai’s home page: http://semantics-online.org/fintel/ 
His “semantics, etc.” blog page: http://semantics-online.org/blog/  . This is really the most useful page: on sidebars it has lots of other links, and is really a better “semantics resources” page than the one he puts under that name.
His “semantics resources” page, which mainly has links to the home pages of many semanticists: http://semantics-online.org/resources/  
The Semantics Archive:  http://www.semanticsarchive.net/ 
This is a site where lots of linguists put their most recent papers, often in pre-published form. Some linguists have been putting some of their older papers there too. It’s an extremely useful site. One can do google-searches within the site (starting on their home page), so you don’t have to just be looking for a specific paper or work by a specific author.

What is Computational Semantics? See: http://people.ucsc.edu/~krawlins/clsbib/ . That’s I site I’m proud of: it got started when a then-UMass undergraduate, Kyle Rawlins, doing a double major in linguistics and computer science heard me mention computational semantics in class, and came to me after class to ask me more about it. My own knowledge was limited, and I wasn’t sure what resources there were for someone to learn more about it, so I wrote to a number of my friends and acquaintances in that field, and then suggested to Kyle that he build a site based on their replies, since others might also find that useful. He did, and now he is a graduate student in linguistics at the University of California, Santa Cruz (interested in formal semantics, the syntax/semantics interface, the semantics of adverbials, definiteness, and anaphora), and he still maintains that very useful website. It includes links to online textbooks and lecture notes and other useful information, as well as several people’s answers to “What is computational semantics?” It isn’t really up-to-date anymore, but it will get you started, and it has good pointers to places where you can find out more.
Linguist List: This is a MAJOR resource not just for semantics but for all of linguistics. You can go to the site to get all sorts of useful information, you can subscribe to receive the headers of each day’s posts to the site, you can send in questions (if you do, you are then expected to post a summary of the replies you get to the list), and their site in turn has links to many other useful resources, not only in theoretical linguistics but also in applied linguistics and all kinds of related fields including language studies.
http://www.linguistlist.org/ 

Linguist List was founded and is still run by a pair of married linguists who teach at two different universities, Helen Aristar-Dry (Eastern Michigan University) and Anthony Aristar (Wayne State University; he used to be in Texas). It has now expanded greatly – the book reviews section is run by Terry Langendoen at the University of Arizona, and other parts are run out of other places. There is a huge team of graduate students who work on Linguist List, mostly at E.M.U., and the Linguist List depends on voluntary contributions by individuals, linguistics departments, publishers, and others – they have a really exciting fund drive every spring. (This year UMass Amherst came in second in donations by students and faculty from a single department. Stanford came in first.) When you become linguists, if you or your students have benefitted from Linguist List (as all of us really do!), be sure to donate!
Linguist List also runs the NSF-funded E-MELD project, which aims to create an architecture for digital language archiving, to expedite data access, searching and cross-linguistic comparison. E-MELD School of Best Practice, Tools & utilities, and more.
They also have a link to the “Ask A Linguist” project. If you have a question that you think is too elementary to post on Linguist List, use “Ask A Linguist”. http://linguistlist.org/ask-ling/index.html  -- There you can also see FAQ, and links to other resources.
Language Log:  http://itre.cis.upenn.edu/~myl/languagelog/  This one is also not just semantics – it’s a blog maintained by several excellent linguists (Mark Liberman at University of Pennsylvania, Geoff Pullum at UC Santa Cruz, Arnold Zwicky at Stanford, and several others) who comment on linguistically relevant issues both serious and light-hearted. I keep an RSS feed to this one on my home Yahoo page, too, and read it daily for fun and enlightenment. 

My site: http://people.umass.edu/partee/  You already know that all the material for this course is on my site (last bits will be there by the end of this week.) There are also materials from other courses I have taught, especially the ones I’ve taught in Moscow in recent years, where the students are very highly dependent on online resources. My site also has links to downloadable copies quite a few of my papers, and other useful links, mostly repeated in this handout. 
Especially for Russian linguistics students: Two live-journal sites, http://community.livejournal.com/chomsky_ru/ and http://community.livejournal.com/msk_semantics/ .  Also, gradually increasing amounts of linguistics, including semantics, on the Russian-language Wikipedia, to which some of you are already contributing, and perhaps more of you will in the future!
Other advice:
Write to people. When you’re interested in something, and you have found out one way or another about someone who has worked or is working on the thing you are interested in, send them an e-mail query! Hints: show interest in their work, keep questions short, be prepared to send two or three polite follow-up queries at suitable intervals (they may be busy or away at first, and then it may just slip their mind) but don’t bug them forever. 
Get advice. More generally: get advice from everyone you can. Each generation depends on the ones before it and is generally ready to help the ones after it.

Browse hard-copy as well as the internet. Browse journals, browse the library stacks, browse online conference programs and the abstracts that you can often find with them, browse web pages of linguists and of linguistics departments  – you never know where or when you will encounter a question or a debate or an issue that really gets you excited! 

Find something you really love if you can. It’s a lot easier to work really hard if you’re in love with your work! 
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