
 

COMM 296F: FILM FESTIVAL COLLOQUIUM 

Fall 2014 

New Asia Cinema/Arab Cinema Panorama presents “Abilities”          

           Course Instructor:  Professor Marty Norden  norden@comm.umass.edu                                                      
Teaching Assistant:  Mike Alvarez  mfalvarez@comm.umass.edu                                                                                            

Curator:  Professor Anne Ciecko  ciecko@comm.umass.edu 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Communication 296F is a one-credit pass/fail colloquium course offered each semester in 
conjunction with a semester-long UMass Amherst film festival.  The film festival colloquium 
course enables students to develop critical/analytical skills and participate in a sustained active 
dialogue with films and filmmakers.  This course plays a vital role in fostering film culture, 
community, and diversity at the University of Massachusetts Amherst.  Because the films and 
themes always change every semester, students may take this pass/fail course multiple times. 

In Fall 2014, the colloquium is held in conjunction with the 10th annual installment of the New 
Asia Cinema/Arab Cinema Panorama film series, curated by Professor Anne Ciecko 
(ciecko@comm.umass.edu) in partnership with the UMass Amherst Asian Arts and Culture 
Program.  The theme of the colloquium is “Abilities.”  This series will showcase international 
films addressing a wide variety of abilities and assets, bodies, and minds.  The purpose of this 
series is to demonstrate a wide range of lived and embodied experiences, subjectivities and 
personalities in myriad cultural contexts.  With a focus on physical, social, and neurocognitive 
diversity, the series includes films from Australia, India, Egypt, China, Iraq, Iran, Canada, and 
the United States.   

For this special Fall 2014 film series, the course instructor is Professor Marty Norden 
(norden@comm.umass.edu) and the Teaching Assistant is Mike Alvarez 
(mfalvarez@comm.umass.edu).  N.b.: Professor Ciecko is on sabbatical in Fall 2014. 

All events take place in Isenberg School of Management 137 (a.k.a. the Flavin Family 
Auditorium), starting at 7:00 p.m. and ending by 10:00 p.m. 

The following are basic course policies and requirements for students enrolled in the film festival 
colloquium course, Comm 296F.  The schedule of events immediately follows. 

 

BASIC REQUIREMENTS AND COURSE POLICIES 

Please note:  Violation of any course policies may result in lack of credit for a particular event 
and may jeopardize your grade for the course. 

To complete the requirements of the course, you are required to attend a minimum of 7 of the 
scheduled screening events.  Be sure to read the schedule carefully, and watch your email for any 
updates or changes.  (These will also be announced at screenings.) 
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As part of the requirements for passing this pass/fail course, and out of respect for other festival 
attendees, please arrive early/on time for the colloquium (but no later than 7:00 p.m.) and plan to 
stay for the full event.  Events may last as long as 10:00 p.m. 

Surveys will not be distributed to latecomers.  Available seats are not guaranteed for screenings. 

At the screenings students will be joined by other audience members who are not enrolled in this 
course.  Please recognize that the festival is open to all, and respectful behavior is expected. 

Surveys handed in before the end of the event will not receive credit.  This applies to everyone.  
Even if a post-screening discussion is not scheduled, you are required to stay for the entire film, 
including the film’s credits.  Please write your surveys after the screening.  

Please turn off all cellphones and other electronic gadgets before entering the screening venue.  
Absolutely no use of illuminated and/or noisy devices of any sort is permitted during events 
(e.g., texting, opening your phone to check time, messages, etc.).  Please also refrain from 
talking during the events.  Please stay in your seat throughout the event, unless it’s critically 
necessary to do otherwise.  Do not leave the room to text, answer cellphones, etc.  Constant 
movement and the sounds of the auditorium doors opening and closing are extremely disruptive. 

Food and spillable beverages are not permitted in the auditorium. 

Please check carefully to make sure you leave with all your belongings.  Do not leave anything 
on the floor or on your seat. 

Academic integrity is expected and required.  All survey responses must be your own original 
work.  Please visit the following UMass Amherst websites for more information on academic 
honesty:   

UMass Academic Honesty Policy http://www.umass.edu/ombuds/honesty.php/                                                    
Code of student conduct  http://www.umass.edu/dean_students/codeofconduct/ 

You must hand in your own completed survey to receive credit.  If your survey is submitted by 
someone else, you (and the person who handed in the survey, if a member of the class) will not 
receive credit for the event. 

Incomplete and/or illegible surveys will not receive credit. 

There is a final, required retrospective survey that will be distributed near the end of the 
semester. 

 
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

 
September 17:   Mary and Max   Australia, dir. Adam Elliot, 2009   92 mins. 
This Australian clay animated feature is a bittersweet and darkly humorous tale of an unlikely 
cross-continental and transgenerational friendship. 
 
(Continued on next page) 
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September 24:   Barfi!   India, dir. Anurag Basu, 2012   151 mins. 
This unconventional Bollywood film blurs genres (comedy, crime mystery, melodrama, 
romance) and creates a “love triangle” that celebrates difference.  
 
October 1:   Dunia: Kiss Me Not on the Eyes   Egypt, dir. Jocelyn Saab, 2005   112 mins. 
Dunia, an aspiring dancer and student of literature, resists gendered societal repression and seeks 
self-expression, mentored by a teacher with diminishing eyesight.  
 
October 8:   Can   U.S., dir. Pearl J. Park, 2012   56 mins. 
A document of Can Truong’s courageous and inspirational journey toward becoming a mental 
health advocate, Can powerfully addresses the model minority myth, cross-cultural challenges, 
and social stigmas. 
 
October 15:   Quitting   China, dir. Zhang Yang, 2001   112 mins. 
This powerful drama, starring the real-life subject and his family, enacts/reenacts the conflicts 
faced by an actor battling with addictions.  
 
October 22:   Ahlaam (Dreams)   Iraq, dir. Mohamed Al Daradji, 2006   110 mins. 
For filmmaker Mohamed Al-Daradji, war is madness. Shot on location amidst chaos and 
violence on the streets of occupied Baghdad, the film focuses on the perspectives and 
experiences of psychiatric patients. 
 
October 29:   Sib (The Apple)   Iran, dir. Samira Makhmalbaf, 1998   86 mins. 
Two twelve year-old sisters face developmental challenges after a severely restrictive childhood, 
and the hopeful possibility of experiencing the world in new and freer ways.  
 
November 5:   Examined Life   Canada, dir. Astra Taylor, 2008   88 mins. 
Eight contemporary philosophers wander the city of New York and muse about living in the 
world, including acclaimed theorist Judith Butler, who is guided and enlightened by the 
filmmaker’s sister Sunaura, a disability activist.  
 
November 12:   No screening—University Tuesday schedule 
 
November 19:   Special event with The Rainbow Players! 
This event will feature video clips, slides, live improv, and audience discussion with members of 
The Rainbow Players troupe and the group’s founder/director Ezzell Floranina. 
 
December 3:   Final retrospective survey due 
 
 

Thank you very much for participating in the colloquium. 
Have a fantastic semester! 

	  


