HISTORY 361

Era of the American Revolution, 1763-1791

“I consider the true history of the American Revolution & the establishment of our present constitution as lost forever. And nothing but misrepresentation or partial account of it, 

ever will be recovered.”

-- John Adams, 1817

“History is better defined as an ongoing tension between stories that have been told

 and stories that might be told”

--Lynn Hunt, 1994
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COURSE OUTLINE

This course examines the origins, course and consequences of the American Revolution.  We will look at the founding of our Republic as an intellectual debate, a social movement, an economic event and a political revolution.  We will also devote to considerable attention to the meaning those past events hold for us today.  In class, we will generally discuss together the assigned readings, though I will sometimes lecture, and we will work in the occasional guest speaker as well.  Your flawless attendance and enthusiastic participation are both expected and required.  

Readings: (books available at Food for Thought Books

Andrew Jackson O'Shaughnessy, An Empire Divided: The American Revolution 


and the British Caribbean

Thomas Paine, Common Sense

Ray Raphael, First American Revolution

Al Young, Shoemaker and the Tea Party

Gary Nash, Forgotten Fifth

We will also use some documentary and video resources on a website hosted by NBC, called icue (like I.Q. Get it?) Take the tour at http://www.icue.com/portal/site/iCue/tour and then register.

Assignments: 

Short: There will be several short assignments during the semester.  “Digs” are designed to give you a chance to get hands-on experience with documents and artifacts of this period.  They will be evaluated in terms of your level of engagement with the materials; in other words, it’s not so much what you say about the sources as how much time you appear to have spent thinking about them.  Short assignments will be averaged, and together comprise one fifth of your final grade.  Late work will not be accepted.

Major: Because the fundamental purpose of the study of history is to better understand the present, over the course of the semester you will engage in a team effort to interpret a contemporary issue in historical perspective.  Topics can include the separation of church and state, interpretations of the second amendment, definitions of citizenship, the Revolution in pop culture, and others of your own choosing.  In the final weeks of the semester teams will present their findings to the class.  

Exams: There will be one take-home final, issued on the last day of class and due on the Friday 


of the same week.

Grading:

30%
Discussion and attendance 


25%
Group project


20%
Final exam


25%
Ave. grade, short assignments

Policies

POLICIES & PROCEDURES

Attendance Policy:  Since this is a course grounded in the shared consideration of a series of texts, it will be difficult to do well if you miss class.  30% of your grade will be derived from your attendance and participation (i.e., both listening and talking).  Excused absences caused by commitments to an athletic team must be accompanied by the appropriate paperwork, as do absences related to visits to Student Health Services.  If you are experiencing a larger crisis that compromises your ability to meet your deadlines, obtain documentation from the Dean of Students’ Office before requesting an extension from me.
POLICY ON EXTENSIONS:  Extensions are granted only if a written and signed request for an extension stating the reason for the request is submitted no later than the class period before the assignment is due. Since a signature is required, extensions may not be requested over email.

POLICY ON LATE PAPERS: Papers are to be handed in during class on the date due.  Late papers will lose 5 points for each day (24 hrs) they are late, commencing at the end of class on the due date.  Students who have been granted extensions will have a revised due date, after which the same policy kicks in.  Mechanical failure and technical difficulties will not be considered sufficient grounds to waive the late paper penalty.  Do not wait until the last minute to print your papers, or let a bad ink cartridge or failed disk undermine your grade.

CLASS SCHEDULE

Tues, January 27
Introduction: Why Study the American Revolution?
PART I: Cracks Begin to Appear in Britain’s World-Wide Empire

Thurs January 29
A Tour of Britain’s Colonies at Mid-Century: 




Visit: the three items in the yellow stack, “French and Indian War” on icue

Read: Begin working through articles online for next week, especially 




Anderson and Armitage essays

Tues Feb 3

The Seven Years’ War and Its Aftermath



Read: “A Round Table Discussion of Fred Anderson's Crucible of War,” in 

Common-Place Vol 1, No 1 (Sept 2000) 

http://www.common-place.org/vol-01/no-01/crucible/)

Assignment: DIG #1: Take a look at least two of the sources listed below, each of which contains someone’s personal narrative of the Seven Years War (all available through Googlebooks). Write a short (2-3 pages) informal essay on how the war was experienced by everyday colonists. What do these texts suggest about what these events might have been like for the everyday people who experienced them?

· Luke Gridley's Diary of 1757 While in Service in the French and Indian War 

· The dangers and sufferings of Robert Eastburn

· Edward Braddock’s Orderly Books

· A plain narrativ of the uncommon sufferings and remarkable deliverance of Thomas Brown, of Charlestown, in New England

· Orderly book and journal of Major John Hawks on the Ticonderoga-Crown Point campaign, under General Jeffrey Amherst, 1759-1760

Thurs Feb 5:

The Imperial Crisis: Begins: The Stamp Act [1765], Townshend Duties 




[1767-70] and Boston “Massacre” or King Street Riot

Read:   T. H. Breen, “Narrative of Commercial Life: Consumption, Ideology, and Community on the Eve of the American Revolution” The William and Mary Quarterly, Third Series, Vol. 50, No. 3 (Jul., 1993), pp. 471-501 (Find on J-Stor)

Explore: The Massachusetts Historical Society’s web exhibit The Coming of the American Revolution (http://www.masshist.org/revolution/flash.htm) – visit each page (including “explore more”) through the panel “Impending Evil.”

Visit: the seven items in the orange stack, “French and Indian War” on icue

Discussion: What were the assumptions upon which the British government was acting in 1765?  Were these reasonable?  What was the basis of colonial opposition?  Were the colonists’ concerns legitimate?  Does the Imperial Crisis change during the period from 1765 to 1770?  How?  Were American responses based on interest or ideology?  

MONDAY, Feb 9: FYI: Last day to Add or Drop with no record

Tues Feb 10:

More Crisis: Troops & Tea & Town Meeting, 1770-1776
Read: Young, Shoemaker, Part I 

Explore: the remainder of the MHS exhibit.

Visit: the six items in the red stack, “French and Indian War” on icue

PART II: Violence Erupts 

Thurs Feb 12

From Resistance to Rebellion in Massachusetts

Read: Raphael, The First American Revolution 

Discussion: What was the potential for revolution in Massachusetts in the 

1770s?  Why did a majority of the residents come to embrace the Revolution?

MONDAY Feb 16: 
HOLIDAY: PRESIDENT’S DAY – Celebrate some founders!

Tues Feb 17:

46 Pages that Changed the World: Writing Revolution in Philadelphia

Read: Thomas Paine, Common Sense

Assignment: DIG #2:  Prowl around in some political pamphlets of the period.   There are several political pamphlets from the 1760s available online (see below). Read at least two (four are cited below), and write an 800-word essay on how these compare to Paine’s work as means of political persuasion.  The best responses will be those that include the most specific examples from the texts.

From Jensen, Tracts of the American Revolution (fulltext on Google books)

·  Otis, “The Rights of the British Colonies Asserted and Proved” 


(1764)

· Hopkins “The Rights of the Colonies Examined” (1764)

· Howard, “A Letter from A Gentleman at Halifax… (1765)

Elsewhere online

· Dickinson, Letters from a Pennsylvania Farmer


http://www.earlyamerica.com/earlyamerica/bookmarks/farmer/farmtext.


html

Discussion: According to Paine, upon what central premise did the British base their policy toward the American colonies? Why did Paine draw a distinction between Pennsylvania and other “provinces,” particularly New England’s? How did he use this difference to clinch his point? What’s compelling about Paine’s argument?  What made this piece of writing so effective in the context of the American Revolution?  Describe characteristics of the style he employed to reach his intended audience.  In preparation for class, consider the larger context of political discourse described by Professor Cooper, as well as Paine’s own rhetorical style.

Thurs Feb 19:
      Declaring Independence
Read
Pauline Maeier

and  the Declaration of Independence (bring a copy to class) 

Visit the National Archives “Charter of Freedom” website at:

http://www.archives.gov/national_archives_experience/charters.html
and Read  the three articles discussion the Declaration’s history, its literary style, and relationship to the Virginia Declaration.

Discussion: What, exactly, did the Declaration of Independence say, and why?

Tues Feb 24:

An International War

Recommended:  “Intelligence in the War for Independence” (CIA)

https://www.cia.gov/library/center-for-the-study-of-intelligence/csi-publications/books-and-monographs/intelligence/index.html
Thurs Feb 26:

No Class

Tues March 3: 
Betsy Ross: The Life Behind the Legend 
Thurs March 5: 
The War on the Home Front

Read Raphael, “Women” from People’s History of the American Revolution
Discussion: To what extent was the War for Independence a Revolutionary experience for laboring and middling Anglo-American women?   

Assignment DIG #3.  Take a look at least three sources from 1776-1783 that are gathered on the North American Women’s Letters and Diaries website (accessible via the UMass Library homepage, under Databases).  Write a short (3-4 pp) informal essay comparing how the three women you selected experienced the Revolution. Where do you see similarities, where differences, and what accounts for them? 

Tues, March 10: Slavery and Freedom
Read: Nash, The Forgotten Fifth

Discussion: What’s important to understand about African Americans, freedom, and slavery in the context of the American Revolution? families determine where their loyalties lay?

Thurs March 12: Who Went, Who Didn’t: Understanding Loyalism

Read: Raphael, “Loyalists and Pacifists,” People’s History of the American 

Revolution
Discussion:  What factors helped

March 17, 19 – SPRING BREAK

FYI: Tues, March 24, Last day to drop with "W"
Tues March 24: The Caribbean: The Forgotten Chapter




Read: Andrew Jackson O'Shaughnessy, An Empire Divided: The American 




Revolution and the British Caribbean

Discussion: How does including Britain’s colonies in the Caribbean alter your view of the Revolution?  How can we explain why the North American colonies chose to revolt, when the island colonies did not?

Thurs March 26: 
NO CLASS MEETING: USE THIS TIME TO PREPARE GROUP 




PRESENTATION
PART III: Revolutionary Settlements

Tues March 31: Drafting the Federal Constitution

Read Woody Holton, “Lionizing the Beard,” in a special issue on the Constitution of Common-Place 

(http://www.historycooperative.org/journals/cp/vol-02/no-04/)

and 

Beth Twiss-Garraty, “Object Lessons: Relics, Reverence, and Relevance,” at

http://common-place.dreamhost.com//vol-02/no-04/lessons/index.shtml

ALSO revisit the “Charters of Freedom” exhibit, for its discussion of the Constitution and its full text.

Discussion: What role did ideology play in shaping the Federal Constitution? What was the central division that had to be overcome at the Constitutional Convention? What were the main lines of argument in the constitutional debates?  What were the main concerns of the Federalists? Were they valid?  How did the Anti-Federalists respond?  How have Americans understood these questions in the intervening years?



Song:  Who can sing the Schoolhouse Rock version of the Preamble?



(By now you should know that I am not kidding. We will sing it.)

Recommended Websites: The Federalist Papers:  http://www.law.ou.edu/hist/federalist/
James Madison’s daily notes from the Convention can be found at: http://avalon.law.yale.edu/subject_menus/debcont.asp

Thurs April 2: Our Bill of Rights GUEST SPEAKER Dinah Mayo-Bobbee


Read: National Archives On-Line exhibit, “Charter of Freedom” section of the Bill 

of Rights: http://www.archives.gov/national-archives-experience/charters/bill_of_rights.html
PART IV: Legacies: Inventing the American Revolution

Tues April 7:
Aftermaths, Consequences and Upshots


Read: Bob Blythe, "All Men Are Created Equal" : The Power Of An Idea



http://www.nps.gov/revwar/unfinished_revolution/01_all_men_are_created_equal.html


Thurs April 9:
Manufacturing Memory


Lecture: Inventing the Boston Tea Party

Read: Young, Shoemaker, Part II 

Gross, “Commemorating Concord”

FIND IN ONLINE JOURNAL “COMMON-PLACE” AT http://www.common-place.org/vol-04/no-01/gross/
Cray, “Commemorating the Prison Ship Dead: Revolutionary Memory and 

the Politics of Sepulture in the Early Republic, 1776-1808,” The William 

and Mary Quarterly, 3rd Ser., Vol. 56, No. 3 (Jul., 1999), pp. 565-590.

PART V: The Revolution Alive and Well

Tues April 14:Remembering Philadelphia: Contemporary Struggles over the Liberty Bell, the President’s House, and Slavery in the Capitol City


READ: Edward Lawler, Jr, “The President's House in Philadelphia:
The Rediscovery of a Lost Landmark,” which is found at


http://www.ushistory.org/presidentshouse/plans/pmhb/index.htm;


in addition to article, thoroughly browse website.

Thurs April 16: Class time set aside for group meetings 

Monday April 20:  PATRIOT’S DAY.  CELEBRATE!

TUESDAY APRIL 21: Monday class schedule will be followed

Thurs April 23: Presentations 
Tues April 28:
  Presentations 

Thurs April 30: Presentations 
Tues May 5:
  No Class

Thurs May 7:
 Presentations 

Tuesday May 12: LAST CLASS: What are the many meanings of the American Revolution?
TAKE HOME EXAM ISSUED AT THE END OF LAST CLASS; RESPONSES DUE TO MY OFFICE FRIDAY, MAY 15th, BETWEEN 1:30 p.m. and 5:00 p.m.  

FINAL EXAMS MUST BE DELIVERED BY HAND BY THE AUTHOR DURING THAT PERIOD.

