Instructions for Coding Video Data
1. Turn the left computer on (the left computer tower is next to the right computer monitor).

2. Open “The Observer XT 7.0” from the desktop of the left computer.

3. Go to:

a. File(Open

b. Open the MULTI folder

c. Open the MULTI green icon file (Note: this is for accessing MULTI coding only. Future studies will have their own folders & files)

4. From the toolbar, click on “Observe” & go to:

a. New

b. Observation

5. In the window that opens:

a. Type in the Name bar: MULTI_(subject #)_(age of subject)(initials of coders). Ex: MULTI_1_6JA for MULTI subject #1 who is 6 months of age and coded by a lab assistant with the initials JA. 

b. Type in the Description: male or female. (Note: each study may have its own relevant details that need to be placed here)

c. Click OK

6. The media file will open. Double-click on the correct video (The one with the same study name, subject number, and age)

7. Before starting your observation, make sure you:

a. Make the video window bigger so that you can see the baby and his/her eyes accurately

b. Play the video once through to get a sense of baby’s angles, eyes, and the flow of the video

c. Set the play speed to 0.2 using the playback recording panel in the bottom right corner. You will see it is initially set to 1.0

8. Close the opened “event log”. Go to Observe(New(Event Log

a. This opens a new event log (Event Log 2)

9. Start Observation by clicking green circle in the playback recording panel

10. Use the keypad to code videos. (It is the black key pad labeled with 2 familiarizations and 4 test trials)

a. The first blank screen (a white flash followed by dimming) starts Familiarization 1. There will often be several blank screens to start a video, begin coding by selecting “blank screen” on the keypad when the last of these blank screens occur. 

b. The next blank screen starts Test 1 Trial 1. Blank screens divide each coding section. The overall order is Familiarization 1, Test 1 Trial 1, Test 1 Trial 2, Familiarization 2, Test 2 Trial 1, and Test 2 Trial 2. The final blank screen is the end of coding. Let the video play out after selecting “blank screen” on the keypad

11. Double-Check your coding. Look over the test trials to make sure your times are accurate. 

12. To check the looking times you coded:

a. Go to the left-side observations scroll(scroll to the bottom(double-click behavior analysis

b. Set the number data to one decimal point by selecting the analysis tab in the screen that pops up( time option(edit to one decimal(click OK

c. Find your labeled observation on the left side of the screen and record the “total duration” looking time columns of each test trial in the appropriate excel sheet coding log. 

13. Save everything before closing

Tips:

(Everything is written on the key pad. 

(Make sure to select blank screen on the key pad before continuing on to the next coding section. 

(Watch the reflection of the screen in the baby’s eyes to get a sense of where they are looking. Remember, they must be looking at the screen for it to be a coded direction. If it is too high, low, left, or right, they are looking away. 

(If you coded using the wrong buttons or double-checked your work and found errors, you can highlight these errors and right-click delete them. Click on the place you were correctly coding last, and re-code the section that was deleted. 
