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Class Meeting: Tues. & Thurs. 1:00-2:15—Integ. Learning Ctr. S131 
 
Professor Lauren McCarthy               Office Phone: (413) 545-1991 
Office: 438 Thompson Hall         Office Hours: Wednesdays 2:00-4:00  
Email: mccarthy@legal.umass.edu (best way to reach me)        and by appointment 
Course Webpage: moodle.umass.edu 
 
Teaching Assistant:  
Lauren Woodard 
Email: lwoodard@anthro.umass.edu 
Office Hours: Tues. and Thurs. 10-11, Machmer E-24 
 
Course Description            
It is always an exciting time to study Russia, but the events of the past year have made it a 
particularly important time to do so.  After almost 75 years of Soviet communism and a difficult 
decade of transition away from communism, Russia is again burnishing its muscle on the world 
stage.  In the first several months of 2014, it displayed this in both peaceful (hosting the 2014 
Winter Olympics in Sochi) and non-peaceful ways (annexing the territory of Crimea from Ukraine).  
Over the past 15 years, it has turned from a country reeling from a transition away from 
Communism to a strong state with strong economic growth and a renewed sense of national identity 
and purpose.  Yet there are important questions still to be asked and answered about where Russia is 
headed.  The goal of this class is to give you the analytical tools and the historical background to 
understand and intelligently debate and discuss the past, present and future of Russia.  This class is 
designed for you to gain a comprehensive view of both Western and Russian perspectives on 
Russia’s development over the past century and to look at both high politics and every-day life.  We 
will explore two historical time periods, the Soviet period (1917-1991) and the Transition period 
(1991-2000) before turning to the current Putin regime (2000-present).  This broad sweep will help 
us to better understand the political, economic, legal and social patterns that we see today. 
 
Texts              
There are three required books listed below, which are available at the Textbook Annex.  Copies 
have also been placed on reserve in the library.  Note that the Wegren book is available as an e-
book through the library.   
 
McAuley, Mary (1992) Soviet Politics 1917-1991, Oxford University Press 
Treisman, Daniel (2011) The Return: Russia’s Journey from Gorbachev to Medvedev, Free Press 
Wegren, Stephen (2013) Return to Putin’s Russia: Past Imperfect, Future Uncertain, Rowman & 
Littlefield (available as an e-book through the library) 
 
All other readings will be posted online on our Moodle course page. 
 
You are also strongly encouraged to keep up with and learn more about current events in Russia by 
following the news.  The following websites are excellent sources for English language news on 
Russia and many of them do a daily headline email if you would like to subscribe: 
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• The Moscow Times [best one-stop for news on Russia]: www.themoscowtimes.com 
• Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty: www.rferl.org   
• Johnson’s Russia List [translates Russian language news articles into English]: 

www.russialist.org 
• Russia Beyond the Headlines: www.rbth.com 
• RIA Novosti English [Russia’s main news agency]: www.en.ria.ru 
• Russia Today [Russian-run television station in English]: www.rt.com  
• The Monkey Cage [this is a more general blog about political science, but some of the most 

prominent academics studying Russia contribute here about current happenings in Russian 
politics]: http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/monkey-cage/ 

 
Assessments and Evaluations           
Midterm Exam (30%) 
This exam will test your knowledge from the first half of the course.  It will include term 
identifications, short answer questions and an essay and will take place in class.  There will be a 
review session the night before the exam, time and location to be announced. 
 
Final Exam (30%) 
This exam will test your knowledge from the second half of the course.  It will include term 
identifications, short answer questions and an essay.  There will be a review session before the 
exam, time and location to be announced. 
 
Research Paper (30%) 
This 8-10 page paper gives you the opportunity to engage more in-depth with a topic of your 
choice.  It will require you to craft a research question and find appropriate academic sources to 
answer it.  You will have wide latitude to determine what you would like to research as long as it is 
related to the broader themes of the course (politics, economics, law, society).  A paper proposal 
outlining your research question and 5 sources (at least 3 academic) will be due approximately one 
month before the paper is due so that we can check to make sure you are asking an appropriate 
question and your sources will work.  If your proposal does not meet the criteria, it will be returned 
to you and you will be asked to resubmit it.  If you do not turn in a proposal, you will not get 
credit for this assignment.  If you decide to change your topic after you have submitted your 
proposal, that is ok, but you must submit a new proposal and get approval before doing so.  If you 
decide on your topic early and would like to get started early, you do not have to wait until the 
proposal due date to turn in your proposal.  They can be turned in at any time.  More information on 
this assignment, including helpful places to look for academic sources, will be handed out later in 
the semester.   
 
Reading Response Paper (10%) 
Once during the course of the semester, you will write a 2-3 page response paper to one day’s 
readings.  You must submit your response paper within one week of the readings that you will be 
responding to.  The timing of this paper and selection of the readings is up to you, but all papers 
must be turned in by the last day of class.  The paper should thoughtfully engage with the readings 
for that day’s class.  It should contain a short summary of the main points of the readings, any 
criticisms that you might have, a discussion of how they have helped you to understand Russia 
better, and questions that have arisen for you that you feel remain to be answered.  Normal 
standards for written assignments apply.  In other words, proofread your papers carefully to make 
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sure they are free of grammatical and spelling errors.  You should email your response to the 
instructor: mccarthy@legal.umass.edu.  Like the research paper, this is another opportunity for you 
to engage more deeply with a topic that you find interesting.   
 
A Note on Grades: 
Please come to your TA or me with any questions or problems you may have with the class 
material. If you have concerns regarding your grade at any point, please see one of us as soon as 
possible to help find ways to improve.  The sooner you contact us regarding concerns, the more we 
can do for you.  We will not be able to accommodate students who contact us at the end of the 
semester with concerns about their grades. Extra credit is not offered for grade improvement.  
Late assignments will be penalized half a grade per 24 hours late starting at the due time. 
 
Letter grades in this course correspond to numerical averages in the following way: Grades in the A 
range are issued for final averages in the 90-100 range; B grades for final averages in the 80-89 
range; C grades for final averages in the 70-79 range; D grades for final averages in the 60-69 
range; and F grades for any final average below 60. If the second digit in the grade is a 0, 1, or 2, a 
“minus” sign is appended to the letter grade; if the second digit is a 3, 4, 5, or 6, neither a “minus” 
nor a “plus” sign is appended to the letter grade; if the second digit is a 7, 8, or 9, a “plus” sign is 
appended to the letter grade. For example, an average of 80-82 is a B-; 83-86 is a B; 87-89 is a B+.   
 
Classroom Policies and Procedures          
Attendance 
Lecture and the readings are complementary, not a substitute for one another.  Lectures will assume 
your familiarity with the materials assigned for that day and build on them.  Material will be 
presented in lecture that will not appear in the readings and which you will be expected to know for 
exams, so it is also in your interest to attend.  If you miss class for an excusable reason and would 
like to receive the notes for that class, please contact your teaching assistant with supporting 
documentation.  I follow the UMass policy on attendance: absences will be excused only in cases of 
verifiable illness (doctor’s note required), a death in the immediate family, jury duty, military 
service, and religious holidays.   If you anticipate that you will have problems with on-time 
attendance, please discuss them with me in advance.  
 
Absence from examinations can be excused only in serious and unavoidable causes, such as 
confining illness. Make-up exams may be given only if the student notifies the instructor prior to the 
scheduled time of the exam and then provides some form of documentation from a professional 
(e.g., physician, psychologist, etc.) explaining why the exam had to be missed. Please note that you 
must attempt to contact your instructor by email in advance of the exam. Make ups for exams will 
be scheduled at her convenience. 
 
Laptops and Other Technology 
To minimize distractions to other students, laptop and tablet use is permitted only in the last three 
rows of the classroom.  Please turn off your cell phones before class begins.  As a reminder: texting 
is distracting to your instructors and fellow classmates, not to mention impolite 
 
Special Needs 
Both I and the University of Massachusetts Amherst are committed to providing an equal 
educational opportunity for all students. If you have a documented physical, psychological, or 
learning disability on file with Disability Services (DS), Learning Disabilities Support Services 
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(LDSS), or Psychological Disabilities Services (PDS), you may be eligible for reasonable academic 
accommodations to help you succeed in this course. If you have a documented disability that 
requires accommodation, please notify me within the first two weeks of the semester so that we may 
make appropriate arrangements.  You may also find it helpful to contact the Disability Services 
Center, 231 Whitmore, ds@edu.umass.edu if you have questions about campus policies and 
services. 
 
If you are a student who speaks English as a second or additional language, please see your teaching 
assistant if you anticipate or encounter any difficulties with the reading and writing requirements of 
this course. 
 
Academic Integrity 
Academic dishonesty of any form will not be tolerated in this course.  The University of 
Massachusetts Amherst defines academic dishonesty as: “the attempt to secure unfair advantage for 
oneself or another in any academic exercise.”  This includes cheating, fabrication, plagiarism or 
facilitating dishonesty.  Please familiarize yourself with the university’s policies at, 
http://www.umass.edu/dean_students/codeofconduct/acadhonesty/   
 
Written work that is plagiarized, in part or in whole, in thought or in word, may result in a grade of 
F for the assignment and possibly the course. The student may also be referred to the student 
conduct committee. 
 
All papers will be submitted in hard copy to me and electronically through Moodle to be scanned by 
Turnitin.  Turnitin scans all papers for possible plagiarism and is very good at detecting phrases 
borrowed from sources without attribution, or from other students.  If you have any questions about 
what constitutes academic misconduct, you should ask me.  Better to be safe than sorry!   
 
Calendar of Major Assessments          
Midterm Exam             Thurs., October 16 
Paper Proposal Due             Mon., November 3 
Final Day for submitting Reading Response Paper           Thurs., December 4 
Research Paper Due              Mon., December 1 
Final Exam           Thurs., December 11 
 
Schedule of Readings and Assessments               
  
Date  Topic/Class Activity Reading to Be Completed BEFORE this class 

WEEK 1 
Tues. 
9/2 

Introduction to the Course No readings 

 
Thurs. 
9/4 
 

The Soviet Union: The Beginnings McAuley, Chapters 1-2 
 
Chivers, “With Lenin’s Ideas Dead, What to Do 
With His Body?” New York Times, October 5, 
2005 
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WEEK 2 
Tues. 
9/9 
 

The Stalin Period McAuley, Chapters 3-4 
 
Figes, The Whisperers, pp. 122-125 and 300-315 

Thurs. 
9/11 

The Soviet Economic System Ericson, (1991) The Classical Soviet-Type 
Economy:  Nature of the System and 
Implications for Reform, The Journal of 
Economic Perspectives, 5(4) pp. 11-27 [how the 
Soviet economy was supposed to work] 
 
Ledeneva (1998), Russia’s Economy of Favours: 
Blat, Networking and Informal Exchange, 
Cambridge University Press, pp. 1-9, 25-38, 86-
92 [how the Soviet economy actually worked] 

WEEK 3 
Tues. 
9/16 

The Soviet Legal System Kaminskaya, Final Judgment: My Life as a 
Soviet Defense Attorney, Simon & Schuster, pp. 
51-62 , 173-205 [political trials] 
 
Feifer, Justice in Moscow, Simon & Schuster, 
pp. 29-46 [everyday justice] 

Thurs. 
9/18 
 
 

The Khrushchev Era 
 
Guest Lecture: Professor William 
Taubman, Amherst College 

Taubman, William, Khrushchev: The Man and 
His Era Norton Press, pp. 270-299 
 
McAuley, Chapters 5 and 6 

WEEK 4 
Tues. 
9/23 

Stagnation and the Collapse: 
Brezhnev, Gorbachev, Glasnost and 
Perestroika 

Treisman, Ch 1, 5 

Thurs. 
9/25 

How did the Russian people 
experience perestroika and the 
collapse? 
 
Guest Lecture: Lauren Woodard 

Reis, Nancy (1997) Russian Talk: Culture and 
Conversation During Perestroika, Cornell 
University Press, pp. 15-19 and 83-125 
 
Yurchak, Alexei (2006), Everything Was 
Forever Until It Was No More: The Last Soviet 
Generation, Princeton University Press, pp. 1-10 

WEEK 5 
Tues.  
9/30 
 
 

The Political Transition Treisman, Ch. 2 
 
Remnick “How Russia is Ruled,” The New York 
Review of Books, April 9, 1998, parts 1 and 3 [an 
alternative view to Treisman] 

Thurs. 
10/2 
 

The Economic Transition Treisman, Ch. 6 
 
Brady, Kapitalizm, pp. 49-62 [oligarch’s origins] 
 
LaFraniere, “The Cashless Society: Bartering 
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Chokes Russian Economy,” The 
Washington Post, Sept. 3, 1998 [the reality of 
the transition for businesses] 

WEEK 6 
Tues. 
10/7 
 

The Legal Transition Solomon and Fogelsong, Courts and Transition 
in Russia: The Challenge of Judicial Reform, 
Westview Presss, pp. 3-25 
 
Hendley, “Rewriting the Rules of the Game in 
Russia: The Neglected Issue of the Demand for 
Law” East European Constitutional Review, 8, 
pp. 89-95 

Thurs. 
10/9 

Chechen Wars and Terrorism Treisman, Ch. 8 
 
Politkovskaya, “A Dirty War” from Pilger, ed. 
Tell Me No Lies: Investigative Journalism that 
Changed the World, pp. 411-432 [an 
investigative journalist’s account of the war] 

WEEK 7 
Tues. 
10/14 

No Class—Monday Schedule   

Wed. 
10/15 

Evening Review Session for 
Midterm 

Location and Time TBA 

Thurs. 
10/16 

MIDTERM  

WEEK 8 
Tues. 
10/21 

Legacies of the Soviet and 
Transition Period 

No readings, start on readings for next class 

Thurs. 
10/23 

The Putin (and Medvedev) Era—An 
Introduction 

Treisman, Ch. 3 entire and Ch. 4 pages 134-162 

WEEK 9 
Tues. 
10/28 
 
 

The Dual State and Legislative 
Politics 

Sakwa and Remington Chapters from Wegren 

Thurs. 
10/30 
 
 

Regional Politics and the Power 
Vertical 

Petrov and Slider Chapter from Wegren 
 
“Understanding Russian Regionalism,” 
Problems of Post-Communism, 54(2) (March-
April 2007), 72-74  

WEEK 10 
Mon. 
11/3 

Paper Proposal Due Turn hard copy in to professor’s mailbox by 
5pm  

Tues. 
11/4 

Economic Recovery Sutela chapter from Wegren 
 
Popova, “Barter Making A Major Revival” The 
Moscow Times, April 13, 2009 
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Thurs. 
11/6 
 

Law in the Putin Era Ledeneva, 2008. “Telephone Justice in Russia” 
Post-Soviet Affairs, 24(4) 324-350 
 
Hendley, Kathryn. 2009. "‘Telephone Law’ and 
the ‘Rule of Law’: The Russian Case" Hague 
Journal on the Rule of Law, 1: 241–262 
 
Sinitsyn, “Russia's Laws Are Always 
Negotiable” The Moscow Times, July 29, 2014 

WEEK 11 
Tues. 
11/11 

NO CLASS—VETERAN’S DAY  

Wed. 
11/12 

Corruption  Karklins. 2005. “Typology of Corrupt Acts” in 
The System Made Me Do It: Corruption in Post-
Communist Societies. ME Sharpe, p. 25 
 
Taylor. 2011, State Building in Putin’s Russia: 
Policing and Coercion after Communism, 
Cambridge University Press, pp. 162-172 
[corruption in law enforcement] 
 
Rimskii. 2013, “Bribery as a Norm for Citizens 
Settling Problems in Government and Budget-
Funded Organizations,” Russian Politics and 
Law, 51(4), pp. 8, 11-24 [bribery] 
 
Weiss, “Putin’s Criminal Olympics” The Daily 
Beast, January 27, 2014 [example of high level 
corruption] 
 
Eremenko, “Daching: How to Get Beat Up in 
the Russian Countryside” The Moscow Times, 
August 10, 2014 

Thurs. 
11/13 

State-Society Relations Evans Chapter from Wegren 
 
Ioffe “The Most Dangerous Blogger in the 
World” The New Republic, July 18, 2013 
 
Lally “Trial of Bolotnaya 12 Seen as a Warning 
against Challenging the Kremlin” Washington 
Post, October 30, 2013 

WEEK 12 
Tues. 
11/18 
 
 

Society and National Identity Greene and Robertson “Identity, Nationalism, 
and the Limits of Liberalism in Russian Popular 
Politics” PONARS Eurasia Policy Memo No. 
323, June 2014  
 



8 
 

Reuters. “‘Patriot’s Handbook’ May Give 
Insight Into Putin's Thoughts” The Moscow 
Times, June 19, 2014  
 
Aron “Why Vladimir Putin says Russia is 
Exceptional” The Wall Street Journal, May 30, 
2014. 

Thurs. 
11/20 

Migration (and Xenophobia) Reeves, Madeline. 2013. “Clean Fake: 
Authenticating Documents and Persons in 
Migrant Moscow,” American Ethnologist, 40(3): 
508-524. 
 
Shakirov, Mumin “Diary of an Uzbek 
Gastarbeiter” opendemocracy.net, March 18, 
2009 
 
“Xenophobia and Migrants” 2013. Russian 
Analytical Digest No. 141  

WEEK 13 
Tues. 
11/25 
 

Foreign Policy Part I—Background 
and Colored Revolutions 

Treisman, Ch. 9  
 
Tsygankov chapter in Wegren 

Thurs. 
11/27 

NO CLASS--THANKSGIVING  

WEEK 14 
Mon. 
12/1 

Final Paper Due Submit a hard copy of your TAs mailbox by 
5pm 

Tues. 
12/2 
 

Foreign Policy Part II—The Ukraine 
Crisis 

Taylor “Putin's Own Goal” Foreign Affairs, 
March 6, 2014 
 
TBA 

Thurs. 
12/4 

Conclusion—Where is Russia 
Headed? 

Treisman, Ch. 10 
 
Wegren chapter in Wegren (Ch. 1) 

Wed. 
12/10 

Final Exam Review Session Location and Time TBA 

Thurs. 
12/11 

Final Exam 1:00-3:00pm  
(same classroom) 

 

 


