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Justice On and Off the Field                  Fall 2012 
Legal 397JF                TTh 11:15-12:30—Bartlett 109 
 
Professor Lauren McCarthy 
Office: 438 Thompson Hall 
Office Phone: (413) 545-1991 
Office Hours: Wednesdays 1:30-3:30 and by appointment 
Email: mccarthy@legal.umass.edu 
Course Webpage: moodle.umass.edu 
 
Course Description 
The fields of sports have been the sites of some of the greatest barrier breaking, both physical as 
well as societal. Yet they have also caused scores of injustice.  Sports can create and affirm 
nationalistic divisions and gender inequalities.  The same society that racially integrated baseball 
before any other major state institution desegregated arguably exploits college athletes whose 
labor is unpaid while their universities and athletic conferences make millions of dollars from 
their performance.  Nations who welcome the world to their Olympic Games often do so at the 
cost of making their cities unaffordable to their residents and spending millions of dollars that 
could be used to alleviate poverty instead.  For an institution that prides itself on rules and fair 
play, these outcomes ask us to rethink what sports are all about.  This course asks you to look 
critically at what is usually thought of as leisure or entertainment and to think deeply about the 
ways in which sports reflects the justice concerns in today’s society.   
 
Course Materials 
There is one required textbook listed below, which is available at the Textbook Annex.  The 
remaining readings will be posted online on our Moodle course page. 
 

 Roger Abrams (2010) Sports Justice, Northeastern University Press: Lebanon, NH 
(abbreviated in syllabus as SJ) 

 
Grades 
Grades will be calculated on the following basis:  
 Class attendance and participation, including plagiarism tutorial (10%) 
 Observation paper (15%)  
 Midterm (20%) 
 Research Paper (25%)  
 Final (30%) 

 
Please come to me with any questions or problems you may have with the class material. If you 
have concerns regarding your grade at any point, please see me as soon as possible to help 
address ways to improve your mastery of the course material.  The sooner you contact me 
regarding concerns, the more I can do for you.  If you wait until the end of the semester to 
contact me about concerns with your grade, I will not be able to do much to help you. 
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Attendance  
Attendance is mandatory.  If you do not attend, you cannot participate.  If you miss more than 
three classes unexcused your grade may be lowered and if you miss more than six classes 
unexcused, you risk receiving a failing grade in the course.  I follow the UMass policy on 
attendance: absences will be excused only in cases of verifiable illness (doctor’s note required), a 
death in the immediate family, jury duty, military service, and religious holidays.  
 
If you are more than five minutes late to class, you will be considered absent.  If you anticipate 
that you will have problems with on-time attendance, please discuss them with me in advance. 
You may also be considered absent if you conduct business unrelated to class (reading the 
newspaper, completing a crossword puzzle, text messaging, etc.) during class.   
 
Class Participation 
We will begin each class with a 10-15 minute discussion on the readings.  Discussion questions 
will be provided in advance on our Moodle course page and I expect that you will come to class 
prepared to have something to say.  I encourage you to think about issues in the readings in 
addition to these questions, but at a minimum, have thought about the discussion questions.  
These questions are fair game for me to ask any of you in class.   
 
This course will cover a number of topics on which you may have different opinions from your 
classmates (and me).  Differences in opinion make the best basis for discussion as long as they 
are accompanied by respectful listening and consideration of people’s points even if you do not 
agree with their views.  If you are not actively speaking and participating in class discussions, 
you can also receive participation points by coming to my office hours or arranging something 
with me to discuss the readings (nothing scary).  
 
Observation Paper 
This 3-5 page paper will require you to attend a sporting event (professional, college or club) and 
write up a critical observation of what you see and hear there, connecting it with the themes of 
the course.  I will accept your submissions throughout the semester depending on when you 
attend (or participate in) your event.  You must write the observation and turn it in within two 
weeks of the event.  Though this paper will not technically be due until the last day of class, I 
encourage you to attend your event and write the paper early.   
 
Research Paper 
This 6-8 page paper will ask you to do in-depth research on a contemporary issue in sports and 
justice, broadly conceived.  I encourage you to pick something that is interesting and exciting to 
you.  It will make writing the paper a lot more fun.  The paper is due on Tuesday, November 20th 
at class time.  I will ask you to submit your topic and at least 5 scholarly bibliographic sources 
that you plan to use for your research via our Moodle course page by midnight on Tuesday, 
October 9th.  All paper topics must be approved in this way and you may be asked to re-write 
your paper topic submission if you do not follow the instructions, the topic is not narrow enough 
for this length of a paper or your sources are not scholarly in nature.  Students who do not have a 
topic approved prior to the paper due date will be unable to receive a passing grade on the 
written assignment.  Also, if you change your paper topic, you must inform me.  Papers that are 
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turned in on different topics than your proposal will raise a red flag.  Late papers will be 
penalized half a grade per 24 hours late (i.e. from an A to an A-) starting at class time. 
 
Exams 
There will be a midterm and a final exam.  The midterm is on October 16th and is an in-class 
exam consisting of short answer questions and essays.  The final is a 2-hour blue-book exam, 
with short answer questions and essays.  The date and time of the final is TBA.  Absence from 
examinations can be excused only for serious and unavoidable causes, such as confining illness. 
Make-up exams may be given only if the student notifies the instructor prior to the scheduled 
time of the exam and then provides some form of documentation from a professional (e.g., 
physician, psychologist, etc.) explaining why the exam had to be missed. Please note that you 
must attempt to contact me by email in advance of the exam. Make ups for exams will be 
scheduled at my convenience. 
 
Extra Credit 
There will be no opportunities for extra credit in this course.   
 
Other Course Policies 
Laptops 
To minimize distractions during class time, laptop use is not permitted in the classroom except 
when it is part of a documented disability accommodation. 
 
Email  
I will use the class list to communicate with the class and I expect that you will check your 
school email address regularly.  E-mail is also the best way to get in touch with me.  Please be 
aware that it may take me up to 24 hours to respond to your e-mail.  On the night before exams 
or other assignments are due, I can guarantee that I will answer any questions that I receive by 
email before 10pm.  After that, I may or may not be able to answer the question before 
assignment/exam is due. 
 
Special Needs 
Both I and the University of Massachusetts Amherst are committed to providing an equal 
educational opportunity for all students. If you have a documented physical, psychological, or 
learning disability on file with Disability Services (DS), Learning Disabilities Support Services 
(LDSS), or Psychological Disabilities Services (PDS), you may be eligible for reasonable 
academic accommodations to help you succeed in this course. If you have a documented 
disability that requires accommodation, please notify me within the first two weeks of the 
semester so that we may make appropriate arrangements.  You may also find it helpful to contact 
the Disability Services Center, 231 Whitmore, ds@edu.umass.edu if you have questions about 
campus policies and services. 
 
Academic Integrity 
Academic dishonesty of any form will not be tolerated in this course.  The University of 
Massachusetts Amherst defines academic dishonesty as: “the attempt to secure unfair advantage 
for oneself or another in any academic exercise.”  This includes cheating, fabrication, plagiarism 
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or facilitating dishonesty.  Please familiarize yourself with the university’s policies at, 
http://www.umass.edu/dean_students/codeofconduct/acadhonesty/   
 
All papers will be submitted in hard copy to me and electronically through Moodle to be scanned 
by Turnitin.  Turnitin scans all papers for possible plagiarism and is very good at detecting 
phrases borrowed from sources without attribution, or from other students.  If you have any 
questions about what constitutes academic misconduct, you should ask me.  Better to be safe 
than sorry!   
 
I require all my students to complete a brief tutorial on plagiarism from the University of 
Southern Mississippi.  It should take you no more than 15 minutes.  When you are finished you 
must take the quiz and email it to me.  Scores of 8/10 and above are acceptable.  
http://www.lib.usm.edu/legacy/plag/plagiarismtutorial.php 
 
Schedule and Assigned Readings 
Please complete the readings for the day on which they are assigned. 
 
Tuesday, September 4: Introduction to the Course 

 No readings assigned 
 
Part I: Sports as Rules and Moral Orders 
Thursday, September 6: What are Sports?  Why Study Them? 

 D. Stanley Eitzen, “American Sport in the New Millennium” in Sport in Contemporary 
Society: An Anthology, pp. 10-15 

 SJ—Introduction 
 
Tuesday, September 11: Sports and Informal Rules Regimes 

 David Fagundes, (2012) “Talk Derby to Me: Intellectual Property Norms Governing 
Roller Derby Pseudonyms,” Texas Law Review, pp. 1099-1131 

 Doug Glanville, “Taking One for the Team.  Or Not,” New York Times Op-Ed section, 
May 23, 2012 

 
Thursday, September 13: The Formal Organizing Structures of Sports 

 Stefan Szymanski and Andrew Zimbalist “Chapter 5: Fans, Franchises and Financial 
Failure” in National Pastime: How Americans Play Baseball and the Rest of the World 
Plays Soccer, pp. 116-145 
 

Tuesday, September 18: Subverting the Moral Order of Sports: Cheating and Doping 
 D. Stanley Eitzen, “Ethical Dilemmas in American Sport: The Dark Side of Competition” 

in Sport in Contemporary Society: An Anthology, pp. 161-170 
 Michael Shermer, “The Doping Dilemma” Scientific American, April 2008, pp. 82-89 
 NY Times Room for Debate “Should Doping Be Allowed in Sports?” August 7, 2012 
 Jonathan Vaughters “How to Get Doping out of Sports” New York Times, August 11, 

2012 
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Thursday, September 20: Subverting the Moral Order of Sports: Cheating and Doping, 
Part II 

 Charles Yesalis and Michael Bahrke, “Anabolic-Androgenic Steroids: Incidence of Use 
and Health Implications” in Sport in Contemporary Society: An Anthology, pp. 199-217 

 Luke Harding “Forgotten Victims of East German Doping Take their Battle to Court” 
The Guardian, October 31, 2005 

 In-class film: “Doping for Gold” 
 
Part II: Athletes and Rights 
Tuesday, September 25: Criminal Remedies 

 SJ Chapters 1 and 7 
 

Thursday, September 27: Civil Remedies 
 Ken Belson, “For NFL, Concussion Suits May Be Test for Sport Itself” New York Times, 

December 29, 2011 
 Excerpts from In Re: National Football League Players’ Concussion Injury Litigation 

(Plaintiffs’ Amended Master Administrative Long-Form Complaint), July 17, 2012 
 
Tuesday, October 2: Freedom of Movement and Contract 

 SJ Chapter 9 
 Stefan Szymanski and Andrew Zimbalist “Chapter 9” in National Pastime: How 

Americans Play Baseball and the Rest of the World Plays Soccer, pp. 99-115 
 
Part III: Sports, Gender and Sexuality 
Thursday, October 4: Title IX 

 SJ Chapter 6 
 Andrew Zimbalist “Testing Title IX: Amy Cohen and Brown University” in Equal Play: 

Title IX and Social Change, ed. Nancy Hogshead-Makar and Andrew Zimbalist, pp. 140-
151. 

 
PAPER TOPIC DUE TUESDAY OCTOBER 9TH BY MIDNIGHT TO MOODLE 
 
Tuesday, October 9:  NO CLASS—MONDAY SCHEDULE 
 
Thursday, October 11: Title IX, Part II 

 Jessica Gavora, “Tilting the Playing Field: Schools, Sports, Sex and Title IX” in Equal 
Play: Title IX and Social Change, ed. Nancy Hogshead-Makar and Andrew Zimbalist, 
pp. 197-217 

 Nancy Hogshead-Makar, “A Critique of Tilting the Playing Field: School, Sports, Sex 
and Title IX” in Equal Play: Title IX and Social Change, ed. Nancy Hogshead-Makar and 
Andrew Zimbalist, pp. 218-238 

 Katie Thomas, “Long Fights for Sports Equity, Even With a Law” New York Times, July 
28, 2011.  

 
REVIEW SESSION FOR MIDTERM on MONDAY, OCTOBER 15, 5:00-6:30, 
LOCATION TBA 
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Tuesday, October 16:  IN-CLASS MIDTERM  
 
Thursday, October 18: Women in “Men’s” Sports 

 Christy Halbert (1997), “Tough Enough and Woman Enough: Stereotypes, 
Discrimination, and Impression Management among Women Professional Boxers” 
Journal of Sport & Social Issues 21:1, pp. 7-36 

 Liz Clarke (2012) “At London Olympics Womens’ Athletes’ Wardrobes are Source of 
Debate” Washington Post, July 26 

 
Tuesday, October 23: GLBT Athletes and Sports  

 SJ Chapter 3 
 Eric Anderson, In the Game: Gay Athletes and the Cult of Masculinity, pp. 6-9, 21-30, 

97-108 
 
Part IV: Sports and the World 
Thursday, October 25: Sports and International Relations 

 Lincoln Allison and Terry Monnington “Sport, Prestige and International Relations” 
Government and Opposition 37:1, pp. 106-134 

 
Tuesday, October 30: Sports and Globalization 

 Arturo J. Marcano Guevara and David P. Fidler, “Chapter 2: The Globalization of 
Baseball” from Stealing Lives: The Globalization of Baseball and the Tragic Story of 
Alexis Quiroz, pp. 8-53 

 
Thursday, November 1: Sports and Globalization, Part II 

 Richard Cashman (2010) “Impact of the Games on Olympic Host Cities: University 
Lecture on the Olympics” http://olympicstudies.uab.es/2010/docs/cashman_eng.pdf 

 Simon Romero, “Slum Dwellers are Defying Brazil’s Grand Design for Olympics” New 
York Times, March 4, 2012 

 Robert Skidelsky, “Turning Olympic Success into Economic Gold” The Moscow Times, 
August 22, 2012 

 Andrew Zimbalist, “3 Reasons Why Hosting the Olympics is a Loser’s Game” The 
Atlantic, July 2012 

 
Part V: Sports and Identity 
Tuesday, November 6: Sports and National Identity 

 George Orwell (1945) “The Sporting Spirit” 
 Sanna Inthorn (2003) “The Death of the Hun?: National Identity and German Press 

Coverage of the 1998 Football World Cup” European Journal of Cultural Studies 5(1) 
 
Thursday, November 8: Sports and National Identity, Part II 

 Ayelet Shachar “Picking Winners: Olympic Citizenship and the Global Race for Talent” 
Yale Law Journal (2010-2011) pp. 2088-2118, 2121-2129 
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Tuesday, November 13: Sports and Group Identity 
 Andrei Markovits and Lars Rensmann (2010) “Chapter 5: A Counter Cosmopolitan 

Backlash? The Politics of Exclusion, Racism and Violence in European and American 
Sports Cultures” in Gaming the World, pp. 213-51, 264-8 
 

Thursday, November 15: Sports as Reconciliation 
 John Sugden (2010) “Critical Left-Realism and Sports Interventions in Divided 

Societies” International Review for the Sociology of Sport 45(3). 
 In-class film: “The 16th Man” 

 
Tuesday, November 20: Sports as Resistance 
PAPER DUE—BRING HARD COPY TO CLASS 

 No readings today (discussion will be on last Thursday’s film and readings) 
 
Thursday, November 22: NO CLASS—HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 
 
Part VI: The NCAA and College Athletics 
Tuesday, November 27: Amateurism and the Myth of the “Student-Athlete” 

 Taylor Branch “The Shame of College Sports” The Atlantic, October 2011 
 Seth Davis “Response to Taylor Branch” Sports Illustrated, September 21, 2011 
 SJ Chapter 4 

 
Thursday, November 29: Should College Athletes be Paid? 

 Andrew Zimbalist (1999) Unpaid Professionals, pp. 36-53 
 Mark Emmert “Paying College Athletes is a Terrible Idea” Wall Street Journal, January 

11, 2012 
 Joe Nocera “Let’s Start Paying College Athletes” New York Times, December 30, 2011 
 Donald Remy “Why the New York Times’ Nocera is Wrong” NCAA Website, January 

2012 
 George Dohrmann “Pay for Play” Sports Illustrated, November 7, 2011 

 
Tuesday, December 4: Legal Battles and the NCAA  

 New York Times series on NCAA Justice by Joe Nocera 
 Excerpts from: Consolidated Complaint of O’Bannon v. NCAA  
 NCAA Student-Athlete Statement 
 NCAA Division I Manual, click on the highlighted sections from the following webpage 

to read more: http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/money-and-march-
madness/etc/ncaa-manual.html 

 
Thursday, December 6: Costs and Benefits of Big-Time Sports Programs 

 Charles Clotfelter (2011) Big Time Sports in American Universities, pp. 177-206 
 Mark Blaudschun (2012) “UMass Football in Uphill Battle with FBS Move” Boston Globe, May 

4 
 Executive Summary from the Freeh Report on Penn State, pp. 13-18 
 New York Times Timeline on Penn State Scandal  
 NYT Room for Debate: Should the NCAA Punish Penn State? 



Legal Studies 397JF: Justice On and Off the Field 
Observation Paper 
 
For this paper you will need to attend a sporting event (professional, university or club) and write 
a critical observation of what you see and hear there.  You will need to remove yourself from the 
role of player or fan and act as a keen and neutral observer, as though you are an alien who was 
dropped into the stadium and tasked with bringing back a detailed report on the culture that you 
observe (WARNING: This is not as easy as it sounds).  This will, at a minimum, involve taking a 
notebook and pen/pencil to the game and may involve separating yourself from your friends that 
you attend with.  
 
Your paper must be turned in within 2 weeks of the event you observe or by the last day of class, 
whichever occurs first.  It should be turned in as a hard copy to me and uploaded to our Moodle 
website.  The paper will be graded based on the quality and thoughtfulness of your observations 
as well as the quality of your writing.  It should begin with a factual description of the event that 
you have attended (date, time, place) and a description of the sport’s basic rules (no more than 
1.5 pages total for the factual description + description of the rules).  The rest of the paper should 
be devoted to an analytical description of what you have observed there, drawing some 
conclusions about the nature of the sporting event and what it represents about the culture more 
generally.  
 
Here are some questions to guide your thinking while you’re doing your observation.  You are 
not required to address all of them in the paper, but they should help you to focus on some 
noteworthy aspects of the event you attend: 

 In addition to the formal rules of the game, what informal norms do you see? 
 What behaviors are valued by the crowd?  Do they correspond to the rules/objectives of 

the game? 
 How does the home crowd act towards the opposing team?  Do they insult them?  On 

what basis? 
 Are their particular ideas of masculinity/femininity/sexuality that are on display in the 

game (think about uniforms, rules, behaviors, etc.)? 
 How do members of the team express approval/dissatisfaction with each other? 
 Were you surprised by any behavior that you witnessed in the audience or on the 

field/ice, etc?  Why or why not? 
 
Technical Requirements: 

 3-5 pages 
 Times New Roman (or something similar), double spaced, 12 point font, 1 inch margins 
 Page numbers and stapled!!! 
 See paper-writing guide (on Moodle) for more specifics 

 
 
 
 


	Justice On and Off the Field Syllabus-F12.pdf
	Observation Paper Assignment.pdf

