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Human Rights and Wrongs                   Fall 2013 
Legal 375              TTh 11:15-12:30—Bartlett Hall 109 
 
Professor Lauren McCarthy                Office Phone: (413) 545-1991 
Office: 438 Thompson Hall         Office Hours: Wednesdays 2:00-4:00  
Email: mccarthy@legal.umass.edu          and by appointment 
Course Webpage: moodle.umass.edu 
 
Course Description            
During the course of the twentieth century, there has been an incredible transformation in the 
international sphere.  We now live in the age of rights.  States have become increasingly willing 
to bind themselves to treaties that undermine their own sovereignty and in doing so have become 
more and more deeply entrenched in the international human rights system.  But, despite the fact 
all states claim to uphold human rights, in reality, they are frequently ignored with little to no 
consequence for the violators.   
 
This course is an introduction to the concepts, laws and debates surrounding the international 
human rights system.  In the first part of the course, we look at where the idea of human rights 
came from and how those ideas turned into an international system to uphold them.  We then 
turn to some of the difficulties that a commitment to human rights creates.  How are they 
enforced in practice?  Do states actually follow the human rights agreements that they sign?  And 
more fundamentally, who is included and excluded in the international human rights system?  In 
the third section of the course, we explore responses to human rights violations, both at the 
individual, societal and international level.  The final section of the course takes an in depth look 
at two cases of massive human rights violations, the Rwandan Genocide and the civil war and 
genocide in the former Yugoslavia, examining the prospects for getting justice after the human 
rights abuses have ended. 
 
Texts               
There is one required book listed below, which is available at the Textbook Annex.  A copy has 
also been placed on reserve in the library.  The remaining readings will be posted online on our 
Moodle course page. 
 
Elizabeth Neuffer (2001) The Key to my Neighbor’s House: Seeking Justice in Bosnia and 
Rwanda, Picador Press: New York. 
 
Assessments and Evaluations 
Reading Quizzes (25%) 
There will be a 10 minute quiz each Thursday at the beginning of class on the readings from that 
week and the TWO previous classes.  There will be a total of 10 quizzes during the semester.  
Quizzes will consist of a combination of objective/factual and short answer questions.  Students 
who arrive late to class will not be given extra time to complete the quiz.  Missed quizzes cannot 
be made up.  You will be allowed to drop your lowest two quiz grades. 
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Country Report and Presentation (15% + 5% for presentation) 
Each student will write a 4-5 page double-spaced paper on a country of their choice focusing on 
the major human rights issues in the country.  This will be followed by a brief (3-5 minute) 
presentation to the class about their country and two selected major human rights issues there.  
No overlapping countries allowed.  Sign up for your country on Moodle by Friday, September 
20.  
 
Submission to an International Human Rights Body (30%) 
This assignment asks you to choose one particular case/issue from your country and prepare a 
submission to one of the international human rights bodies concerning the situation.  You may 
choose an issue that does not have to do with your country, but you need to clear it with me.  The 
assignment and an example of a submission are posted on the Moodle course page.   
 
Bosnia/Rwanda paper (20%) 
This assignment is based on the book that you will be reading in the final section of the semester 
“The Key to My Neighbor’s House.”  In this assignment, you will be asked to connect the book 
to the broader themes of the course.   
 
Class Participation (5%) 
I expect this classroom to be a participatory learning environment, with students listening and 
responding to one another actively but respectfully.  This course will cover a number of sensitive 
topics on which you may have different opinions from your classmates (and me).  Differences in 
opinion make the best basis for discussion as long as they are accompanied by respectful 
listening and consideration of people’s points even if you do not agree with their views.   
 
Though much of the class will be conducted in lecture format, there will be breaks for discussion 
and debates on the themes and topics for each day.  Two discussion questions are provided for 
each class on our Moodle page.  I will ask them, so please be prepared to discuss them in class.   
 
If you are not actively speaking and participating in class discussions, you can also receive 
participation credit by coming to my office hours or arranging something with me to discuss the 
readings.  
 
A Note on Grades: 
Please come to me with any questions or problems you may have with the class material. If you 
have concerns regarding your grade at any point, please see me as soon as possible to help find 
ways to improve.  The sooner you contact me regarding concerns, the more I can do for you.  I 
will not be able to accommodate students who contact me at the end of the semester with 
concerns about their grades. Extra credit is not offered for grade improvement.  Late 
assignments will be penalized half a grade per 24 hours late starting at the due time. 
 
Calendar of Major Assessments 
Sign up for Country on Moodle            Friday, September 20th at 5 p.m.  
Country Report          Friday, October 4th at 5 p.m. 
Human Rights Body Submission              Friday, November 8th at 5 p.m. 
Final Paper            Saturday, December 14th at 5 p.m. 
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Classroom Policies and Procedures 
Attendance 
Attendance is mandatory.  If you miss more than three classes unexcused your grade may be 
lowered and if you miss more than six classes unexcused, you risk receiving a failing grade in 
the course even if you fulfill all the rest of the assignments.  I follow the UMass policy on 
attendance: absences will be excused only in cases of verifiable illness (doctor’s note required), a 
death in the immediate family, jury duty, military service, and religious holidays.  
 
If you are more than five minutes late to class, you will be considered absent.  If you anticipate 
that you will have problems with on-time attendance, please discuss them with me in advance. 
You may also be considered absent if you conduct business unrelated to class (reading the 
newspaper, completing a crossword puzzle, text messaging, etc.) during class.   
 
Laptops and Other Technology 
To minimize distractions during class time, laptop use is not permitted in the classroom except 
when it is part of a documented disability accommodation. 
 
Please turn off your cell phones before class begins.  As a reminder: texting is distracting to your 
instructors and fellow classmates, not to mention impolite. 
 
Special Needs 
Both I and the University of Massachusetts Amherst are committed to providing an equal 
educational opportunity for all students. If you have a documented physical, psychological, or 
learning disability on file with Disability Services (DS), Learning Disabilities Support Services 
(LDSS), or Psychological Disabilities Services (PDS), you may be eligible for reasonable 
academic accommodations to help you succeed in this course. If you have a documented 
disability that requires accommodation, please notify me within the first two weeks of the 
semester so that we may make appropriate arrangements.  You may also find it helpful to contact 
the Disability Services Center, 231 Whitmore, ds@edu.umass.edu if you have questions about 
campus policies and services. 
 
Academic Integrity 
Academic dishonesty of any form will not be tolerated in this course.  The University of 
Massachusetts Amherst defines academic dishonesty as: “the attempt to secure unfair advantage 
for oneself or another in any academic exercise.”  This includes cheating, fabrication, plagiarism 
or facilitating dishonesty.  Please familiarize yourself with the university’s policies at, 
http://www.umass.edu/dean_students/codeofconduct/acadhonesty/   
 
All papers will be submitted in hard copy to me and electronically through Moodle to be scanned 
by Turnitin.  Turnitin scans all papers for possible plagiarism and is very good at detecting 
phrases borrowed from sources without attribution, or from other students.  If you have any 
questions about what constitutes academic misconduct, you should ask me.  Better to be safe 
than sorry!   
 
I require all my students to complete a brief tutorial on plagiarism from the University of 
Southern Mississippi.  It should take you no more than 15 minutes.  When you are finished you 
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must take the quiz and email it to me.  Scores of 8/10 and above are acceptable.  
http://www.lib.usm.edu/legacy/plag/plagiarismtutorial.php 
 
If you have taken a class with me before and have already completed this quiz, you do not have 
to do it again. 
 
Schedule of Readings and Assessments                
 

Date  Topic Assignment to Be Completed 
BEFORE this class 

Tues. 
9/3 

Introduction to the Course None 

Thurs. 
9/5 

 

Part I: History, Theory and the 
International Human Rights Landscape 
 
What are Human Rights? 

Louis Henkin (2000) “Human Rights: 
Ideology and Aspiration, Reality, and 
Prospect” pp. 3-33 
 
Donnelly (2007) p. 7 

Tues. 
9/10 

 

Part I: History, Theory and the 
International Human Rights Landscape 
 
Theoretical Foundations of Human 
Rights: The Revolutions 

Hunt “The Revolutionary Origins of 
Human Rights” pp. 1-31 
 
Debates about the French Declaration of 
the Rights of Man and Citizen, 
excerpted from Hunt 

Thurs. 
9/12 

 
 

Part I: History, Theory and the 
International Human Rights Landscape 
 
The Universal Declaration and the 
Beginnings of the International Human 
Rights Regime 
 
READING QUIZ #1 

Glendon, Chapter 2, 10 and epilogue 
 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
 

Tues. 
9/17 

Part I: History, Theory and the 
International Human Rights Landscape 
 
The International Human Rights System 

Donnelly (2007) p. 79-83, 84-9 and 105-
109  
 
Steiner, Alston and Goodman, excerpts 
on ICCPR Human Rights Committee 

Thurs. 
9/19 

 
 

Part I: History, Theory and the 
International Human Rights Landscape 
 
Universal Jurisdiction and the 
International Criminal Court 
 
READING QUIZ #2 

Kissinger (2001) “The Pitfalls of 
Universal Jurisdiction” 
 
Roth (2001) “The Case for Universal 
Jurisdiction” 
 
Polgreen (2012) “Arab Uprisings Point 
to Flaws in Global Court” 

Fri. 
9/20 

Deadline for Choosing Country  
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5 
 

Tues.  
9/24 

 
 

Part I: History, Theory and the 
International Human Rights Landscape 
 
Regional Human Rights Bodies: Europe, 
Latin America and Africa 

Donnelly (2007), pp. 95-102 
 
Cardenas, “Global Governance” pp. 83-
101 
 

Thurs. 
9/26 

 
 

Part II: Questions and Challenges in 
International Human Rights 
 
Universality vs. Cultural Relativism 
Case Study: Female Genital Cutting and 
Circumcision 
 
READING QUIZ #3 

Slack, “Female Circumcision: A Critical 
Appraisal” pp. 439-476 
 
Eddy (2012) “In Germany Ruling over 
Circumcision Sows Anxiety and 
Confusion” 

Tues. 
10/1 

 
 

Part II: Questions and Challenges in 
International Human Rights 
 
Whose Rights are Human Rights? 

Donnelly (2003), “Group Rights and 
Human Rights” pp. 204-221 
 
Bunch “Women’s Rights as Human 
Rights” pp. 486-498 
 
Secretary of State Clinton’s Remarks on 
International Human Rights Day 

Thurs. 
10/3 

 
 

Part II: Questions and Challenges in 
International Human Rights 
 
Enforcing Positive Rights: ICESCR and 
Social and Economic Rights 
 
READING QUIZ #4 

Gauri and Brinks, pp. 14-28 
 
Sunstein, Cass, Designing Democracy: 
What Constitutions Do, Chapter 10: 
“Social and Economic Rights?  Lessons 
from South Africa” in (2001) pp. 221-
237 

Fri. 
10/4 

COUNTRY REPORT DUE by 5 PM 
(submit to Moodle) 

 

Tues. 
10/8 

Country Presentations  None 

Thurs. 
10/10 

 

Country Presentations--NO QUIZ None 

Tues. 
10/15 

NO CLASS 
UMass following Monday schedule 

 

Thurs. 
10/17 

 
 

Part II: Questions and Challenges in 
International Human Rights 
 
Why do States Commit to International 
Human Rights Conventions?  How are 
they Enforced? 
 
READING QUIZ #5 

Koh, “How is International Human 
Rights Law Enforced?” pp. 1408-1417 
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Tues. 
10/22 

 

Part II: Questions and Challenges in 
International Human Rights 
 
Do States Follow their Human Rights 
Obligations? 
 
Case Study: Convention on Torture 

Simmons pp. 256-266, 273-306 

Thurs. 
10/24 

Part III: Responses to Human Rights 
Violations 
 
NGOs, Transnational Advocacy Networks 
and the “Boomerang Effect” 
 
READING QUIZ #6 

Keck and Sikkink, pp. 1-37 
 

Tues. 
10/29 

 
 

Part III: Responses to Human Rights 
Violations 
 
Sanctioning to Stop Human Rights 
Violations 

Klotz and Crawford, “How Sanctions 
Work: A Framework for Analysis” pp. 
25-39 
 
Neier “Economic Sanctions and Human 
Rights” pp. 291-307  

Thurs. 
10/31 

 
 

Part III: Responses to Human Rights 
Violations 

 
Humanitarian Intervention and the 
Responsibility to Protect (R2P) 
 
READING QUIZ #7 

Evans excerpts “From Humanitarian 
Intervention to R2P” pp. 708-722 
 
Seybolt 30-45 and 267-281 
 
 

Tues. 
11/5 

Part III: Responses to Human Rights 
Violations 
 
Humanitarian Intervention in the 1990s 

Wheeler, pp. 172-207 
 
 

Thurs. 
11/7 

 

Part III: Responses to Human Rights 
Violations 
 
Genocide and Humanitarian 
(Non)intervention: Rwanda and Darfur 
 
NO QUIZ 

Excerpts from the Genocide Convention 
 
Straus (2005) “Darfur and the Genocide 
Debate” 
 
Valentino (2007) “Still Standing By: 
Why America and the International 
Community Fail to Prevent Genocide 
and Mass Killing,” 

Fri. 
11/8 

SUBMISSION TO INTERNATIONAL 
HUMAN RIGHTS BODY DUE at 5PM 
(submit to Moodle) 

 

Tues. 
11/12 

 

Part IV: The Promise and Limits of 
Justice after Atrocities 
 

Neuffer (book) Prologue and Chapters 
1-2 
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Introduction to Transitional Justice 
Thurs. 
11/14 

 
 

Part IV: The Promise and Limits of 
Justice after Atrocities 
 
Nuremburg and Tokyo 
 
READING QUIZ #8 

Neuffer (book) Chapters 3-4 

Tues. 
11/19 

 
 

Part IV: The Promise and Limits of 
Justice after Atrocities 
 
War Crimes and Crimes Against 
Humanity 

Neuffer (book) Chapters 5-7 
 

Thurs. 
11/21 

 

Part IV: The Promise and Limits of 
Justice after Atrocities 
 
Ad Hoc International Criminal Tribunals: 
ICTR and ICTY 
 
READING QUIZ #9 

Neuffer (book) Chapters 8-9 

Tues. 
11/27 

 

Part IV: The Promise and Limits of 
Justice after Atrocities 
 
Truth Commissions 

Neuffer (book) Chapters 13-15 

Thurs. 
11/29 

NO CLASS 
Happy Thanksgiving! 

 

Tues. 
12/3 

 
 

Part IV: The Promise and Limits of 
Justice after Atrocities 
 
Community-Based Justice: Gacacas in 
Rwanda 

Neuffer (book) Chapters 16-17, 
Afterword and Epilogue 

Thurs. 
12/5 

Part IV: The Promise and Limits of 
Justice after Atrocities 
 
Wrap up and Final Discussion of Book 
 
READING QUIZ #10 

Choose one chapter in Neuffer’s book 
that we did NOT read (10, 11, or 12)  

Sat. 
12/14 

FINAL PAPER DUE at 5 PM 
(submit to Moodle) 

 

 


