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E-mail: abmcmanus@umass.edu  E-mail: apezeshk@polsci.umass.edu 
Office:  Thompson 512   Office:  Thompson 8 
Office Hours: Tues. 1-2 and Fri. 2-3, or by   Office Hours:  Wed. 12-2, or by appointment 

appointment   
 
Kira Tait      Luz Maria Sanchez Duque 
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Course Overview 
Legal 250 fulfills both the Social and Behavioral Sciences (SB) and the United States Social and 
Cultural Diversity (U) general education requirements. 
 
Law is traditionally studied vocationally. That is, students of the law often learn about it strategically, in 
order to eventually write legislation, advocate for a client, or decide cases. In this Gen Ed course, 
students will be introduced to a different way of studying law, one rooted in the interdisciplinary field of 
legal studies (sometimes known as “law and society”) that draws on knowledge, methodologies and 
critical theories from several SB disciplines.  Rather than studying law as an enterprise that operates 
autonomously, this course introduces students to the study of law as an object that cannot be understood 
apart from the social, political, and cultural contexts in which it exists.  As a U course, some of the 
contexts considered are race and ethnicity, social class, gender, sexual orientation, and nationality.  With 
these goals in mind, this course will explore how law permeates human life and, conversely, how human 
life permeates law.  The course has units that explore the following questions: What is law? How do 
judges make decisions?  What is law’s relationship to society?  How are laws enforced?  Can law 
change society?  How is law represented in popular culture? 
 
Learning Goals 
Legal 250 is intended to stretch students’ minds, broaden their experiences, and prepare them for a 
lifetime of learning about and questioning the role of law in society.  The readings, lectures, films, class 
discussion, papers, quizzes and examinations in Legal 250 are designed to meet core general education 
goals including: 
 

• addressing fundamental questions, ideas, and methods of analysis in the social sciences 
• using analytical, quantitative, qualitative, and critical thinking to frame questions, synthesize 

information, and develop awareness of the relationships among culture, self, and others 
• communicating orally and in writing, working in groups, and developing information and 

technological literacy 
• applying these methods of analysis to real world problems  

   
Readings  
There is no textbook for this class.  All readings are posted on the Moodle course page.  All readings are 
required and should be completed for the date that they are listed on the syllabus.  I strongly suggest 
completing the readings in the order they are listed on the syllabus and preparing questions to bring to 
class if you have any trouble understanding them. 
 
You are required to bring copies of the readings to discussion sections (a tablet or laptop on which you 
have access to the readings is permissible).  
 
 
 
 



Grades 
Grades will be computed on the following basis: 

94-100% = A    
90-93% = A−  
86-89% = B+ 
83-85% = B  

80-82% = B−   
76-79% = C+  
73-75 % = C  
70-72% = C− 

66-69% = D+ 
60-65% = D 
< 60% = F  

 
Borderline grades are those that fall up to .50 below the above cut-offs. They will be rounded up, and the 
higher grade given, only when the TA reports that participation in section has been strong. So, for 
example, a student with a final average of 86.49 is ineligible to have her grade bumped. He will receive 
a B. But a student with a final average of 86.50 is eligible and will be assigned a B+ if the graduate 
instructor reports that her participation in section was strong.  Individual assignment grades will not be 
rounded. 
 
Please come to the instructor and/or teaching assistants with any questions or problems you may have 
with the class material. If you have concerns regarding your grade at any point, please see us as soon as 
possible to help address ways to improve your mastery of the course material.  The sooner you contact 
us regarding concerns, the more we can do for you.  We will not be able to accommodate students who 
contact us at the end of the semester with concerns about their grade.  
 
Exams: Midterm and Final (25% each) 
There will be two exams, a midterm and a final.  Both are closed book.  The exams will consist of 
multiple choice and essay questions that will ask you to recall, analyze, synthesize, apply, and evaluate 
the material presented to you.  The midterm will test material from the first half of the course.  The final 
will test material from the second half of the course. 
 
Papers: Two (15% each)  
You are required to write two 4-5 page papers in which you’ll be asked to synthesize and apply what 
you have learned through reading, lecture, and class discussion. The topics and detailed instructions can 
be found on the Moodle page. Each of the two papers will be completed in two stages: a first draft, 
which will undergo peer review in discussion section, and a final draft, which will constitute your paper 
grade.  You are required to bring a hard copy of the first draft to section on the day it is due.  You will 
turn in a hard copy of the final draft to your TA’s mailbox and also upload the paper to Moodle where it 
will be run through the TurnItIn plagiarism detection software.  Late papers will be penalized 5 points 
per 24 hour period starting at 5:01pm on the day the paper is due. 
 
Section (20%): 
You will have three types of assignments for section.  The dates for each of the assignments appear on 
the course schedule below.  In calculating your section grade, your lowest two section scores will be 
dropped (so, your top 9 section scores will be counted). 

1) Reading Quizzes:  These are 5-10 minute, multiple choice/short answer quizzes on the material 
that was assigned to be read (or watched) for that day’s discussion section AND the two classes 
prior to that day’s discussion section. Each quiz is worth 10 points. You are awarded 5 of those 
10 points just for coming to section (3 for attendance, 2 for bringing the readings). Students who 
arrive late to class will not be granted extra time to complete the quiz.  If you are absent, you 
cannot make up the quiz—you will receive a zero. 



2) Writing Workshops:  You are required to bring a hard copy of the draft of your paper to section 
on the day specified in the course schedule below.  It must meet the minimum page requirement 
(4-5 pages) to receive credit.  This draft, along with your participation in peer review, will be 
worth your 10 section points on that day.  Failure to attend the peer review session or failure to 
submit a draft of your paper will result in a zero. 

3) Reading Response Papers:  Bring a hard copy to be turned in to your teaching assistant.  This 
should be between 1-2 pages double spaced and will respond to a prompt in the syllabus.  The 
goal is to help foster your participation in discussion section by having you think about the issues 
beforehand.  You should think of these responses more as a journal entry, in that they ask you to 
provide your own opinion on the prompt.  They will be graded as follows: 10 points for 
responding to the prompt in 1-2 typed, double-spaced pages; 5 points for minimal effort (such as 
only writing a few sentences); 0 points for not turning it in.  These reading responses cannot be 
made up or turned in late.   
 

Extra Credit 
There is one opportunity for extra credit in this class. The extra credit assignment is due in class no later 
than November 23, 2015. Extra credit assignments that are late will not be accepted. The extra credit 
assignment is based on the way law is portrayed in popular culture, specifically music. For the extra 
credit assignment, students will write a two page (double spaced) paper that discusses the lyrics to a 
song and explains how those lyrics connect to the law. More specifically, the paper calls for students to 
discuss the lyrics to a song that has a law-related theme and explain how the law is portrayed in those 
lyrics. In addition to the two page paper, students need to attach a copy of the lyrics to the song and a 
link to where the song can be streamed or viewed (such as YouTube). The extra credit assignment is 
worth up to 2 points on the student’s final grade in this class. This will be the only opportunity for extra 
credit in this class. I strongly encourage you to submit your extra credit assignments earlier than this 
date as I will be playing your law-related songs prior to class throughout the semester. By submitting 
your extra credit assignment early, your song may be played prior to class. A hardcopy of your extra 
credit assignment should be submitted to your Teaching Assistant. 
 
Calendar of Major Assignments 
Final Draft of Paper #1                   Thursday, October 15th at 5 p.m. 
Midterm Exam                    Wednesday, October 21st in class. 
Final Draft of Paper #2      Wednesday, November 26th at 5 p.m. 
Final Exam                 Monday, December 14th at 6 p.m. 
 
Note: Students may not pass this course without completing all four of these assessments. 
 
Course Schedule 
*All readings on Moodle course page 
 

Date  Topic/Class Activity Assignment to Be Completed BEFORE this 
class 

WEEK 1 
Wed. 
9/9 

Introduction to the Course No readings 

Section Introductions  No readings 



WEEK 2 
Mon. 
9/14 

 

Representations of Law 
 
How do people experience the law? 

Silbey, Susan and Patricia Ewick, “The Rule of 
Law—Sacred and Profane” Society 37:6 (2000) 
pp. 49-56.   

Wed. 
9/16 

What is Law? 
Natural Law Theory, Part I 

Martin Luther King, Jr., “Letter from a 
Birmingham City Jail,” April 16, 1963. 

Section 
 

READING RESPONSE PAPER #1 
Thinking about the legal frames 
suggested by Ewick and Silbey, how 
do you see the law playing a role in 
your everyday life and in interactions 
with others?  Give an example or two.  
Has there ever been a time where you 
have disobeyed the law because it 
seems immoral? 

No readings 

WEEK 3 
Mon. 
9/21 

 

What is Law? 
Legal Positivism 

HLA Hart, excerpt from “Positivism and the 
Separation of Law and Morals” Harvard Law 
Review 71:4, pp. 594-621 (1958).  

Wed. 
9/23 

 
 

What is Law? 
Natural Law Theory II: The “Inner 
Morality” of Law 

Fuller, Lon, excerpt from “Positivism and Fidelity 
to Law—A Response to Professor Hart” Harvard 
Law Review 71:4, pp.638-657 (1958).   
 
Excerpt from The Morality of Law, Yale 
University Press: New Haven CT (1969) pp. 33-
44.  

Section 
 
 

What is Law? 
Law in a-moral regimes 
 
READING/FILM QUIZ #1 

Watch the film Judgment at Nuremberg prior to 
section (about 3 hrs.).  Pay particular attention to 
the courtroom scenes (link posted on Moodle). 

WEEK 4 
Mon. 
9/28 

What is Law? 
Legal Consciousness: A Different 
Critique of Positivism 

Hendrik Hartog, “Pigs and Positivism” Wisconsin 
Law Review pp. 899-936 (1985).  

Wed. 
9/30 

Legal Decision Making 
Precedent and Legal Reasoning 

Llewellyn, excerpts from The Bramble Bush and  
Frank, “The Judging Process and the Judge’s 
Personality,” from Bonsignore, John J. et al. 2005. 
Before the Law: An Introduction to the Legal 
Process. Boston: Houghton Mifflin. 

Section 
 
 
 

Legal Decision Making 
Case(s) study: Domestic Violence 
 
READING QUIZ #2 

Bonsignore, John J. et al. 2005. Before the Law: 
An Introduction to the Legal Process. Boston: 
Houghton Mifflin, Sections 1.2-1.6, 1.8.  
 

WEEK 5 
Mon. 
10/5 

Legal Decision Making 
Extra-Legal Influences on Judicial 

Martin, Andrew D., Kevin M. Quinn, Theodore W. 
Ruger, and Pauline T. Kim. 2004. “Competing 



 
 

Decision Making Approaches to Predicting Supreme Court Decision 
Making.” Perspectives on Politics 2: 761-767. 
 
Adam Liptak “Judges with Daughters More Often 
Rule in Favor of Women’s Rights” New York 
Times, June 16, 2014. 
 
Samuel G. Freedman “Among Justices, 
Considering a Divide Not of Gender or Politics, 
but of Beliefs” New York Times, July 11, 2014. 

Wed. 
10/7 

Legal Decision Making  
Juries as Decision Makers 

Alexis de Tocqueville, “Trial by Jury in the United 
States” from Bonsignore, John J. et al. 2005. 
Before the Law: An Introduction to the Legal 
Process. Boston: Houghton Mifflin. 
 
Butler, Paul. 2011. “Jurors Need to Know That 
They Can Say No,” New York Times, December 
20, 2011. 
 
Fagan, Jeffrey, and Bernard E. Harcourt. 2014. 
“Professors Fagan and Harcourt Provide Facts on 
Grand Jury Practice In Light of Ferguson 
Decision.” Columbia Law School.  
 
Casselman, Ben. 2014. “It’s Incredibly Rare For A 
Grand Jury To Do What Ferguson’s Just Did.” 
FiveThirtyEight, November 24, 2014. 

Section 
 

Writing Workshop #1 Paper #1: First Draft DUE (bring hard copy to 
section meeting) 

WEEK 6 
Mon. 
10/12 

No Class—Columbus Day  
(Note: Monday sections meet on 
Tuesday 10/13) 

 

Tues. 
10/13 

Guest Lecture—Ardeshir Pezeshk 
“Legal Decisionmaking in War” 

Readings TBA 

Wed. 
10/14 

 

Law’s Relationship to Society 
The theoretical tradition of Max 
Weber 

No readings, use the time to finish up your paper 

Thurs. 
10/15 

 Final Draft of Paper #1 Due in Your T.A.’s 
Mailbox By 5 p.m. 

Section Law’s Relationship to Society 
 
READING/FILM QUIZ #3 

Watch PBS Frontline documentary “The Plea,” 
link on Moodle  (about 90 minutes). 

WEEK 7 
Mon. 
10/19 

Law’s Relationship to Society 
The theoretical tradition of Max 

Pershbacker and Bassett, “The End of Law,” from 
Bonsignore, John J. et al. 2005. Before the Law: 



Weber, applied An Introduction to the Legal Process. Boston: 
Houghton Mifflin. 

Tues. 
10/20 

Evening Review Session for Midterm Location and Time TBA 

Wed. 
10/21 

MIDTERM EXAM  

Section No section meetings this week No section meetings this week 
WEEK 8 

Mon. 
10/26 

Law’s Relationship to Society 
The theoretical tradition of Karl Marx 

Bonsignore, John J. et al. 2005. Before the Law: 
An Introduction to the Legal Process. Boston: 
Houghton Mifflin, Sections 5.0-5.1. 

Wed. 
10/28 

Law’s Relationship to Society 
The theoretical tradition of Karl Marx, 
applied  

Galanter “Why the Haves Come Out Ahead” from 
Bonsignore, John J. et al. 2005. Before the Law: 
An Introduction to the Legal Process. Boston: 
Houghton Mifflin. 

Section READING RESPONSE PAPER #2 
How do you think Marx (or a Marxist) 
would interpret the recent Supreme 
Court decisions on campaign 
finance—Citizen’s United and 
McCutcheon? (1-2 pgs. double spaced) 

Stone, Geoffrey R. “Explaining Citizen’s United” 
The Huffington Post Blog, January 22, 2010. 
 
Hasen, Richard L. “The Numbers Don’t Lie” Slate, 
March 9, 2012. 
 
Liptak, Adam. “Supreme Court Strikes Down 
Overall Political Donation Cap” New York Times 
and “Before and After the Supreme Court’s 
Ruling” Graphic, April 2, 2014. 

WEEK 9 
Mon. 
11/2 

Law’s Relationship to Society 
The theoretical tradition of Emile 
Durkheim 

Erickson, Kai, excerpt from Wayward Puritans: A 
Study in the Sociology of Deviance John Wiley & 
Sons Inc.: New York (1963) pp. 137-158.  

Wed. 
11/4 

 

Law’s Relationship to Society 
The theoretical tradition of Emile 
Durkheim, applied 

LaChance, Daniel, “Last Words, Last Meals, and 
Last Stands: Agency and Individuality in the 
Modern Execution Process” Law & Social Inquiry 
32:3 (2007), pp.701–724.  

Section READING QUIZ #4  
WEEK 10 

Mon. 
11/9 

Guest Lecture—Luz Maria Sanchez 
Duque and Kira Tait 
“Making Rights Real—Enforcing 
Socio-economic Rights” 

Readings TBA 

Wed. 
11/11 

NO CLASS—VETERANS DAY  

Section Writing Workshop #2 First Draft of Paper #2 Due 
WEEK 11 

Mon. 
11/16 

Why do People Obey the Law? Tyler, Tom Why Do People Obey the Law?, pp. 3-
6; 40-56 

Wed. The Enforcement of Law Liptak, Adam. 2007. “Does the Death Penalty 



11/18 Punishment and Deterrence Save Lives? A New Debate,” New York Times, 
November 18, 2007. 
 
“Rethinking Mandatory Sentencing” The Week, 
September 20, 2013. 
 
Jones, Andrea. 2014. “The Nation’s Shame: The 
Injustice of Mandatory Minimums,” Rolling Stone, 
October 7, 2014. 
 
Optional: Watch John Oliver’s commentary on 
mandatory minimums: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pDVmldTurqk 

Section 
 

READING RESPONSE PAPER #3 
What are the positives and negatives 
of civil forfeiture?  Is it a fair form of 
deterrence and punishment?  Do you 
think there a way to balance the 
positives and the negatives through 
reform? (1-2 pgs. double spaced) 

Stillman, Sarah “Taken: The Use and Abuse of 
Civil Forfeiture” New Yorker, August 12, 2013. 
 
Optional: Watch John Oliver’s commentary on 
civil forfeiture: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3kEpZWGgJk
s 

WEEK 12 
Mon. 
11/23 

The Enforcement of Law 
Policing and Discretion 

Jacob, Herbert “The Police” from Law and Politics 
in the United States (2nd Ed.) Harper Collins: New 
York, pp. 103-117. 
 
Venkatesh, Sudhir “How Cops Really Want to 
Police” New York Times, June 18, 2008.  

Wed. 
11/25 

No Class—Happy Thanksgiving! Final Draft of Paper #2 Due in your TA’s 
mailbox by 5 p.m. 

Section No Section on Friday or Monday  
WEEK 13 

Mon. 
11/30 

Can Law Change Society?  
Case Study of School Desegregation, 
Part I: Lead-up to Brown v. Board of 
Education 

Strum, Philippa. 2014. “‘We Always Tell Our 
Children They are Americans’: Mendez v. 
Westminster and the Beginning of the End of 
School Segregation,” Journal of Supreme Court 
History, 39: 307-328. 

Wed. 
12/2 

Can Law Change Society?  
Case Study of School Desegregation, 
Part II: Brown v. Board of Education 
and Theories of Legal Change 

Excerpt from Rosenberg, Gerald N., The Hollow 
Hope: Can Courts Bring about Social Change? 
University of Chicago Press: Chicago IL (1991), 
pp. 9-36. 
 
Brown v. Board of Education Supreme Court 
decision. 

Section Can Law Change Society?  
 
READING QUIZ #5 

Feeley, Malcolm “Hollow Hopes, Flypaper, and 
Metaphors” Law & Social Inquiry, 17(4) (1992), 
pp. 745-754, 756-760. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3kEpZWGgJks
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3kEpZWGgJks


WEEK 14 
Mon. 
12/7 

 
 

Can Law Change Society?  
Case Study of School Desegregation, 
Part III: Where are we 60 Years after 
Brown v. Board? 

Hannah-Jones, Nikole “Segregation Now: 
Investigating America’s Racial Divide” 
ProPublica, April 16, 2014. 
 

Wed. 
12/9 

 
 

Representations of Law 
 
Law Goes to Hollywood! 

Kohm, Steven A. “The People’s Law versus Judge 
Judy Justice: Two Models of Law in American 
Reality-based Courtroom TV” Law & Society 
Review, 40:3 (2006), pp. 693-727.  

Section No Section on Friday  
Sun. 
12/13 

Review Session for Final Time and location TBA 

Mon. 
12/14 

FINAL EXAM 6pm (same classroom)  

 
 
Classroom Policies and Procedures 
Attendance  
Although not required, attendance at lecture is highly recommended.  Please be aware that material will 
be presented in lecture that will not appear in the readings and which you will be expected to know for 
exams, so it is also in your interest to attend.  If you miss class for an excusable reason and would like to 
receive the notes for that class, please contact the undergraduate teaching assistant, Daniel Myers 
(dmyers@umass.edu) with your supporting documentation and he will send you the notes. 
 
Attendance at section is required.  If you miss more than three sections for unexcused reasons your final 
grade in the course will be lowered a full letter grade.  For each additional unexcused absence your final 
grade will be lowered an additional letter grade.  If you are absent from a section for an excusable 
reason, contact the undergraduate teaching assistant with your documentation and he will excuse your 
absence.  Please note that notes for section will not be provided in the case of an excused absence.  
Because the lowest two section grades will be dropped, there is no opportunity to make up sections.  The 
wise among you will save those absences for true emergencies. 
 
I follow the UMass policy on attendance: absences will be excused only in cases of verifiable illness 
(doctor’s note required), a death in the immediate family, jury duty, military service, and religious 
holidays.   
 
Power Point Presentations 
The power point presentation will be made available one day before class on the course Moodle page.  I 
recommend that you bring a printout to class to facilitate note-taking. 
 
Laptops and Other Technology 
To minimize distractions to other students, laptop and tablet use is permitted only in the last three rows 
of the classroom and only for note-taking purposes. If a student is discovered using his or her laptop for 
any other purposes, such as surfing the internet, that student will forfeit the opportunity to use his or her 
laptop for the remainder of the semester. Note that the Teaching Assistants will periodically observe 
students’ use of laptop computers to ensure compliance with this policy. I also want to draw your 



attention to the following article, reviewing studies that suggest using laptops in class may actually 
inhibit learning: http://www.newyorker.com/tech/elements/the-case-for-banning-laptops-in-the-
classroom. 
 
Please turn off and put away your cell phones before class begins.  Unless you receive prior approval 
from the professor, students are prohibited from using their cell phones during class, regardless of 
whether they are used for calling, surfing the web, or for text messaging purposes.   
 
Classroom Decorum 
The university environment is a wonderful place for the exchange of the ideas and this course is no 
exception.  Learning includes being open-minded and respectful of ideas that are different than yours 
and may challenge your existing beliefs. This course includes discussion of controversial topics on 
which not everyone will agree. While I strongly encourage students to express their thoughts during 
lecture and section, it must always be done in a spirit of respect and courtesy.  If a student is unable to 
conduct him or herself in a way that is conducive to a learning atmosphere, that student will be asked to 
leave. This includes demonstrating respect for your fellow students, as well as for the Professor and 
Teaching Assistants. For example, it is unacceptable to come to class late, leave class early, sleep during 
class, or surf the internet during class. 
 
Email Etiquette  
Email is the preferred means of communication for the Professor and Teaching Assistants outside of 
office hours. When you email the Professor or your Teaching Assistant, remember that this is equivalent 
to a professional communication that you would have with your boss so you need to follow some basic 
rules. First, insert the course title and number (Legal 250) into the subject line of your message. Second, 
plainly identify yourself and articulate the content of your message clearly. This means you should not 
use text message speak. Finally, before you email the Professor or your Teaching Assistant, you should 
review the syllabus and the course’s Moodle page. It is very likely that you can find an answer to your 
question(s) there.  
 
Moodle 
Students are responsible for all materials and announcements posted on Moodle 
(https://moodle.umass.edu/). If I need to correspond with the entire class or make an announcement, I 
will use the Moodle email, so do not ignore these emails.  Students’ grades will be available for viewing 
on the course’s Moodle page under the “Grades” tab in the left hand menu bar. If you are having trouble 
with Moodle, you should contact the Helpdesk at http://www.it.umass.edu/support/moodle/help-students 
as the Professor and Teaching Assistants will not be able to assist you with problems related to Moodle. 
 
Grade Disputes 
A great deal of time is invested in grading student assignments. If a student wishes to dispute a grade, he 
or she must follow the following process.  First, he or she must review the comments on the assignment 
carefully.  Second, within a week of receiving the assignment back, he or she must make an appointment 
to discuss it with their Teaching Assistant.  If this discussion does not resolve the concerns, he or she 
may make an appointment with the professor to discuss a possible re-grade.  Note, unless the grade 
dispute is solely a calculation error, the professor is the ONLY person who can change a grade. In order 
to re-grade an assignment, the request must be submitted in writing. Students must articulate a clear 
explanation as to why they feel a different grade is in order, as well as what grade they believe to be 



more representative of their work. Merely “wanting” or “needing” a higher grade is not a sufficient 
reason. Students should also note that if work is reviewed for a grade dispute, the entire work is 
reviewed, not simply the specific aspect being disputed by the student. Grade disputes will not be 
considered if the process is started past the one-week statute of limitations. Note that the Family 
Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) prohibits the Professor and the Teaching Assistants from 
discussing grades via email or telephone. Accordingly, grade disputes must be handled during office 
hours. 
 
Make Up Policy 
Students are expected to complete all assignments by the due date and take all exams at the scheduled 
time.  Absence from examinations can be excused only in serious and unavoidable causes, such as 
confining illness. Make-up exams may be given only if the student notifies the instructor prior to the 
scheduled time of the exam and then provides some form of documentation from a professional (e.g., 
physician, psychologist, etc.) explaining why the exam had to be missed. Failure to present this 
documentation within 5 days of the exam will make a student ineligible for a makeup exam.  Make ups 
for exams will be scheduled at the convenience of the professor or TA administering it.  Note that while 
the material tested will be the same, the questions and format may be different.  If you have a time 
conflict with the final exam, please inform the professor by the midterm date so that we can schedule a 
makeup. 
 
Special Needs 
We are committed to providing an equal educational opportunity for all students. If you have a 
documented physical, psychological, or learning disability on file with Disability Services (DS), 
Learning Disabilities Support Services (LDSS), or Psychological Disabilities Services (PDS), you may 
be eligible for reasonable academic accommodations to help you succeed in this course. If you have a 
documented disability that requires accommodation, please notify the professor or your TA within the 
first two weeks of the semester so that we may make appropriate arrangements and learn how to best 
meet your needs.  You may also find it helpful to contact the Disability Services Center, 231 Whitmore, 
ds@edu.umass.edu if you have questions about campus policies and services. 
 
If you are a student who speaks English as a second or additional language, please see your teaching 
assistant if you anticipate or encounter any difficulties with the reading and writing requirements of this 
course. 
 
Academic Integrity 
All work you turn in for this course must be your own.  Academic dishonesty of any form will not be 
tolerated.  The University of Massachusetts Amherst defines academic dishonesty as: “the attempt to 
secure unfair advantage for oneself or another in any academic exercise.”  This includes cheating, 
fabrication, plagiarism or facilitating dishonesty.  Please familiarize yourself with the university’s 
policies at: http://www.umass.edu/dean_students/codeofconduct/acadhonesty/   
 
Written work that is plagiarized, in part or in whole, in thought or in word, will result in a grade of F for 
the assignment and possibly the course. The student may also be referred to the student conduct 
committee. 
 

mailto:ds@edu.umass.edu


All papers will be submitted electronically through Moodle to be scanned by Turnitin.  Turnitin scans all 
papers for possible plagiarism and is very good at detecting phrases borrowed from sources without 
attribution, or from other students.  Lack of knowledge about proper citation procedure does not excuse 
academic dishonesty.  If you have any questions about what constitutes academic misconduct, ask.  
Better to be safe than sorry!   
 
Frequently Asked Questions 
Whom should I contact about… 
 
Getting into the class? The professor 
Difficulties/questions about course materials? Your teaching assistant and/or the professor  
Documenting an excused absence from 
lecture or section?  

The undergraduate teaching assistant  

Getting notes for an excused absence? The undergraduate teaching assistant 
Illness on the day of an exam? The professor 
Scheduling a make-up exam? The professor 
A grade I received on an assignment? Your teaching assistant, then the professor 
My final grade in the course? The professor 

 


