
Human Trafficking and Modern Day Slavery 
 
Professor Lauren McCarthy 
Legal Studies and Political Science 
438 Thompson Hall 
Mccarthy@legal.umass.edu 
Office Hours: Tuesdays 2-4pm, or by appointment 
 
Class meetings: Mondays 11:15-12:05  
 
Welcome to your First Year Seminar!  This class is meant to be a low-stress environment where you 
have the opportunity to get to know me and your fellow students while at the same time learning about a 
pressing topic that affects millions of people worldwide—human trafficking.  
 
This class is one credit and is graded on a pass/fail basis.  You will be expected to attend and participate 
in all the meetings and to do the readings beforehand (~20 pages per week).  You may want to bring a 
copy of the readings to class to help facilitate discussion.  All readings are posted on the course Moodle 
page (moodle.umass.edu).  There is a special out-of-class required meeting on Sunday October 4th when 
you will attend a panel discussion and opera on human trafficking called Cuatro Corridos.  Please 
discuss with me at the earliest possible moment if you think you will be unable to attend this meeting.  If 
you are interested in helping out with the opera or panel discussion, please talk to me.  You will have 
one additional assignment, a country briefing (more information at the end of the syllabus).  
 
For each of the class meetings, I have included questions for you to think about when doing the reading.  
Generally speaking, when you read articles for this class, I want you to think about the following 
questions: 

 What did you learn from the article that you didn’t know before? 
 Did the article challenge any pre-conceived notions you had about trafficking? 

 
You should also feel free to bring any questions to class that you have about the readings, whether they 
are points that you were unclear on or whether they are areas that you would like more information on.  I 
will do my best to answer these questions as you have them.  Unfortunately, with only one meeting per 
week, we will be able to only skim the surface of many of these important topics.  If you are interested in 
learning more about any of them, I have placed some resources on our course’s Moodle website.  
Finally, because human trafficking is first and foremost defined by the exploitation of one person by 
another, we will be reading and discussing material that covers abusive situations and may be graphic 
and difficult to read.  Please see me if you have concerns about this. 
 
General Class Policies: 

1) Be respectful to one another—I want this to be a space where everyone feels comfortable 
sharing their opinions.  On many topics, you will have opinions that differ from your classmates 
and me.  If you would like to debate or disagree, do so courteously and with regard for the fact 
that there often is no right answer.  Hopefully in the process of reading and discussing you will 
gain a broader perspective than what you began with. 

2) Be on time—our time each week is limited.  I expect that you will all be here ready to start class 
on time.  You may not miss more than one class meeting unexcused.  I follow the UMass policy 



on attendance: absences will be excused only in cases of verifiable illness (doctor’s note 
required), a death in the immediate family, jury duty, military service, and religious holidays. 

3) No cell phones or laptops—these electronic devices have changed the way we do things, but 
they can also be a distraction to you and your classmates.  I want you to be fully present in our 
discussions.  Unless you receive permission to have your devices out, I expect them to be turned 
off and put away as soon as class begins. 

 

Special Needs 

I am committed to providing an equal educational opportunity for all students. If you have a documented 
physical, psychological, or learning disability on file with Disability Services (DS), Learning 
Disabilities Support Services (LDSS), or Psychological Disabilities Services (PDS), you may be eligible 
for reasonable academic accommodations to help you succeed in this course. If you have a documented 
disability that requires accommodation, please notify me within the first two weeks of the semester so 
that we may make appropriate arrangements.  You may also find it helpful to contact the Disability 
Services Center, 231 Whitmore, ds@edu.umass.edu if you have questions about campus policies and 
services. 

Course Schedule 
 
Week 1 (9/14): Introductions  
 
Week 2 (9/21): What is trafficking?  
Reading:  

 McCarthy “Human Trafficking and the New Slavery” (2014) Annual Review of Law and Social 
Science (read “Introduction” and “Framing the Problem” section) 

 David Feingold “Think Again, Human Trafficking” (2005) Foreign Policy. 
Discussion Questions: 

 Did these readings challenge any preconceived notions you had about trafficking?  If so, which?   
 How would you define human trafficking? 
 What kind of a problem is HT? 

 
Week 3 (9/28): Measuring Trafficking  
Reading:  

 McCarthy “Human Trafficking and the New Slavery” (2014) Annual Review of Law and Social 
Science (read “Definitions and Measurement” section) 

 David Feingold “Trafficking in Numbers: The Social Construction of Human Trafficking Data.” 
In Sex, Drugs, and Body Counts: The Politics of Numbers in Global Crime and Conflict, ed. P. 
Andreas, K. Greenhill, (2010) pp. 46–74. 

Discussion Questions: 
 Why is it so difficult to measure trafficking? 
 Can you think of any way to improve this? 
 How important do you think it is to have specific measurements of how big of a problem it is? 

 
**Special Required Event (10/4): Cuatro Corridos panel and opera** 
 



Week 4 (10/5): Discussion of Cuatro Corridos and panel (no readings) 
 
Week 5 (10/13 Tuesday): Debates over sex trafficking and prostitution  
Reading: Joyce Outshoorn “The Political Debates on Prostitution and Trafficking of Women” (2005). 
Social Politics: International Studies in Gender, State and Society 

 Where do you fall in the abolitionist vs. sex work debate? 
 How do you think this debate has influenced discussions about trafficking and anti-trafficking 

policies? 
 
Week 6 (10/19): Other forms of trafficking  
Reading:  

 McCarthy “Human Trafficking and the New Slavery” (2014) Annual Review of Law and Social 
Science (read “Focus on Sex Trafficking and Prostitution” section) 

 Surtees “Trafficked Men as Unwilling Victims” (2008) St. Antony’s International Review 
Discussion Questions: 

 Why do you think the focus of anti-trafficking efforts has primarily been on women trafficked for 
sexual exploitation? 

 What are some of the unique problems that men face as victims of trafficking? 
 
Week 7 (10/26): Categorizing trafficking victims  
Reading:  

 McCarthy “Human Trafficking and the New Slavery” (2014) Annual Review of Law and Social 
Science (read “Victim/Agent Dichotomy” section) 

 Rhacel Salazar Parrenas “Introduction: The Indentured Mobility of Migrant Hostesses” Illicit 
Flirtations: Labor, Migration and Sex Trafficking in Tokyo (2011). 

Discussion Questions: 
 What types of people usually get categorized as trafficking victims?  What types of people get 

left out?   
 How does Parrenas’ on-the-ground research make you think differently about what it means to be 

defined as a trafficking victim?   
 What makes the women in Parrenas’ study vulnerable? 

 
Week 8 (11/2): The business of trafficking  
Reading:  

 Louise Shelley, “Chapter 4: The Business of Human Trafficking” Human Trafficking: A Global 
Perspective (2010) 

Discussion Questions: 
 What are the different ways that the trafficking business can be organized? 
 What do you think the most effective solutions would be for limiting or shutting down these 

businesses?   
 Does each model require a different type of solution? 

 
Week 9 (11/9): Using the legal system to fight human trafficking  
Reading:  

 McCarthy “Human Trafficking and the New Slavery” (2014) Annual Review of Law and Social 



Science (read “Policy Adoption and Implementation” section) 
 Amy Farrell, Colleen Owens and Jack McDevitt “New Laws but Few Cases: Understanding the 

Challenges to the Investigation and Prosecution of Human Trafficking Cases” (2014) Crime Law 
and Social Change. 

 Listen to (or read the transcript of) NPR’s coverage of a new program helping law enforcement 
track down human traffickers: http://www.npr.org/2015/07/06/420594946/investigators-use-new-
tool-to-comb-deep-web-for-human-traffickers 

Discussion Questions: 
 Why is it so hard to prosecute and convict traffickers? 
 How might technology help to overcome some of these difficulties? 

 
Week 10 (11/16): Helping trafficking victims  
Reading:  

 Rebecca Surtees “Listening to Victims: Experiences of Identification, Return and Assistance in 
South Eastern Europe” (2007): read introduction and chapter 6 (this is fairly long, so you may 
skim parts). 

Discussion Questions: 
 What kinds of assistance do trafficking victims receive and how does that differ from what they 

say they need? 
 What do you think could be done to assist trafficking victims better? 

 
Week 11 (11/23): US Advocacy on Trafficking: Trafficking in Person’s Report  
Reading:  

 Anne Gallagher “Improving the Effectiveness of the International Law of Human Trafficking: A 
Vision for the Future of the US Trafficking in Persons Reports” (2011). Human Rights Review  

 Jason Szep and Matt Spetalnick “Special Report: State Department Watered Down Human 
Trafficking Report” (2015) Reuters, August 3. 

 Skim through the 2015 TIP Report, especially the methodology section. 
http://www.state.gov/j/tip/rls/tiprpt/2015/  

Discussion Questions: 
 How has the TIP report been useful?  
 What are some of its problems? 
 Do you think the TIP report is fair? 

 
Week 12 (11/30): Country Presentations 
 
Week 13 (12/7): Continue presentations, final discussion and wrap up  
 
  



Country Briefing Assignment 
 
You will learn about the trafficking situation in a country of your choosing and write a 1-1.5 page 
briefing sheet for the class along with a 2-3 minute informal presentation of what you have found.  Most 
of you will present on the second to last week of class (November 30th) with a few of you presenting on 
the final day (December 7th).  The briefing can be in whatever format you would like, but should include 
information on what types of trafficking are found in the country, what steps the country has taken to 
combat trafficking and what it still needs to do to improve its response to trafficking.  Imagine that your 
audience for both the briefing and the presentation is someone who knows a lot about trafficking in 
general but hardly anything about your specific country.  What would that person absolutely need to 
know before going there on a visit to discuss trafficking with officials of that country?   
 
To do this assignment well, you will need to collect a lot of information and know a lot about the 
trafficking situation in your country.  Only then will you be able to boil it down to the essentials for your 
readers.  Sometimes a short assignment like this can be even harder to do than writing a longer research 
paper but there are many careers out there where the ability to get your point across succinctly are highly 
valued so it’s worth practicing this skill now.   
 
There are many different sources of information that you can consult.  You are required to look at what 
has been written about your country in each of the following reports and find one additional source to 
read that focuses specifically on your country.  This can be an academic article, book, or report, but not a 
newspaper article.  The additional source should be cleared with me first.  If you are having trouble 
finding information on your country, please consult me. 
 
The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime releases a biannual report on human trafficking 
around the globe divided by region and country.  http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/human-
trafficking/publications.html 
 
The United States Department of State’s Trafficking in Persons (TIP) Report provides yearly 
ranking and narrative for all countries around the world.  http://www.state.gov/j/tip/rls/tiprpt/ 
 
The Global Slavery Index contains estimates of enslaved populations in each country and case studies 
of over 30 individual countries.  http://www.globalslaveryindex.org/ 
 
Resources for finding country-specific information: 
 
The International Organization for Migration has been one of the leading international organizations 
in fighting trafficking around the world and most, if not all, of their national bureaus have implemented 
some form of anti-trafficking program. Publications page contains invaluable information on reports and 
materials that they have produced in each individual country where they work, can be searched with 
“trafficking” + country name. 
http://publications.iom.int/bookstore/index.php?main_page=index&language=en 
 
The Protection Project produces its own graphic representations in an annual report as well as 
producing independent reports on trafficking in individual countries.  
http://www.protectionproject.org/resources/ 



 
Gozdziak and Bump’s bibliographies contain books, articles and reports (see resources section of 
Moodle page for links).  
 
Academic Integrity Statement 
The work you turn in for this course must be your own.  Academic dishonesty of any form will not be 
tolerated.  The University of Massachusetts Amherst defines academic dishonesty as: “the attempt to 
secure unfair advantage for oneself or another in any academic exercise.”  This includes cheating, 
fabrication, plagiarism or facilitating dishonesty.  Please familiarize yourself with the university’s 
policies at, http://www.umass.edu/dean_students/codeofconduct/acadhonesty/  Academic dishonesty 
will result in a failing grade for the course. The student may also be referred to the student conduct 
committee.  If you have any questions about what constitutes academic misconduct, ask.  Better to be 
safe than sorry! 


