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UCLA Freshman Cluster 
Program

Clusters are year-long, collaboratively 
taught, interdisciplinary courses that 
are focused on a topic of timely 
importance such as ‘the global 
environment’ or ‘interracial dynamics’.

●Strengthen the intellectual skills of entering freshmen
●Introduce freshmen to faculty research work
●Expose them to such ‘best practices’ in teaching as seminars and 
interdisciplinary study

●Optional
●open only to entering freshmen
●fall/winter quarters students attend lecture courses and small discussion  
sections/labs; spring quarter enroll in one of a number of satellite seminars dealing 
with topics related to the cluster theme
●benefits: students satisfy one third of general education requirements, fulfill the 
Writing II  requirement, receive priority enrollment in Writing I fall/winter quarter, 
receive  College Honors credit for three quarters
●GE Sophomore Seminar series for those who could not take GE Freshman 
Cluster. Fulfills GE Foundation area and seminar requirement.  One quarter: enroll 
in lecture course; next quarter, enroll in related seminar

University of 
Delaware

Discovery Learning 
Experience

A Discovery Learning Experience 
(DLE) is discovery-based and 
experiential learning that involves 
instructional experiences out-of-class 
and beyond typical curriculum 
courses. These enrichment 
experiences exist for students under 
the supervision of a faculty member.

●Students will apply critical thinking skills and academic 
knowledge/concepts to develop effective responses to, and make 
informed decisions about, problems or situations encountered in the 
course of the learning experience.

●Students will engage in reflection, which incorporates self-assessment 
and analysis of the learning that has occurred as a result of their 
participation in the DLE. At a minimum, students will be expected to 
examine and demonstrate what they have learned as a result of the DLE, 
how they have learned it, the impact of their learning on their personal 
and professional growth, and how to apply that learning in other 
situations or contexts.

●Required
●Three credits; can be completed through one three credit course or one to two 
credit courses adding up to three credits.
●Must be fulfilled through internship, study abroad, service learning, independent 
study, or undergraduate research program.
●Supervised and have ongoing faculty involvement. This must include written set of 
shared expectations, periodic meetings, and feedback on student progress.
●Reflective learning required, as well as a final product (oral, written, performative, 
display).
●May be integrated into a regular course if the DLE component is of "sufficient depth 
and complexity" to be worth the assigned number of credits.
●Students may register for DLE any semester, but should have “requisite academic 
knowledge and experience that they will need to successfully map their own 
learning”.
●DLE courses are generally faculty led, faculty initiated, implemented at the 
department level, though students may create a proposal for an individualized DLE.  
Faculty submit proposals for courses to carry the DLE designation to the University 
Faculty Senate Undergraduate Studies Committee (exception: all 
study abroad and service learning automatically receive DLE designation).
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Cal State Long 
Beach Capstone

“These last nine units in GE represent 
the culmination of the GE experience 
and are designed to reinforce 
knowledge and skills acquired from 
many areas.” Three types of capstone 
courses: Advanced Skills, Service 
Learning, and Interdisciplinary.

●to bring the strands of the General Education experience into focus
●to reinforce knowledge and skills acquired from many areas
●to incorporate depth in the form of more sophisticated tools and 
analysis

●Required
●All capstone courses must reinforce advanced college skills, including writing, 
synthesis and application of knowledge, analysis, critique, and research
●Advanced Skills: apply skills at a level above that of Explorations courses (breadth 
requirements). Examples: advanced composition, research and advanced methods, 
and presentation skills.
●Service Learning: Courses may include community service internships in social, 
health, support, school, or environmental programs or course that include 
components of university or community service along with other objectives.
●Interdisciplinary courses focus on a specific topic through comparative application 
or synthesis of knowledge using the theory and methodology from two or more 
disciplines.
●Maximum one Service Learning course and one Advanced Skills course can be 
taken

University of 
Missouri Capstone Experience

“The culminating college experience 
should focus on some feature of the 
student’s area of concentration and 
should require the disciplined use of 
skills, methodology, and knowledge 
taught throughout the undergraduate 
curriculum.” 

Examples include: 
-senior seminar with major project
-undergraduate thesis
-semester project with culminating 
paper or other project
-internship with reflective paper
-performance together with supporting 
assignments

●to bring reflection and focus to the whole of the college experience
●to encourage students to integrate facets of their area of concentration 
with important concepts from related disciplines

●Required
● “Capstone experiences will normally be embodied in an academic course.”
●Complete during last 45 hours of study
●Course selection from among those designated as capstone by student’s major 
department
●All departments must designate at least one course to serve as a capstone  
experience
● “Should fall within the purview of the student’s area of concentration, but should 
also draw upon knowledge acquired during the entirety of the student’s  education.”
●Course parameters: maximum 25 students per class, taught by full-time faculty
●Course proposals approved by school/division curriculum committee, and 
Capstone Subcommittee of the Committee on Undergraduate Education.

University of Massachusetts Amherst         ●         Office of Academic Planning and Assessment         ●           January 2009  



University
Name of GE 
component Description

Goals (in some cases formally articulated, in other cases gathered 
from program description) Structure/guidelines

Gen Ed Integrative Programs from other Public Universities

University of North 
Carolina, Chapel 
Hill

Cluster Programs

Cluster Programs provide an 
"integrative" interdisciplinary 
experience by approaching a single 
theme or object of study from a variety 
of disciplinary perspectives.

●encourage students to make connections as they cross disciplinary 
boundaries to explore issues or solve problems

●Optional
●One of two ways of fulfilling the junior and senior level "Supplemental Education" 
requirements.
●Students take the "core" course of the cluster, plus two courses in the cluster.
●The courses need not be taken in a particular order, though faculty sometimes 
strongly encourage students to take the core course first.
●Students must select courses from at least two Arts & Sciences Divisions.
●No more than one course may come from the student's primary major.
●Courses must be non-introductory.

University of 
Maryland CORE Capstone

CORE Capstone courses offer one 
way of fulfilling the Advanced Studies 
general education requirement.

(stated goals for Advanced Studies generally)
●encourages students to build upon the strengths and interests they 
discovered in Distributive Studies courses or explore areas of academic 
interest they have not yet pursued.
●allows students to broaden their perspectives, acquire critical analysis 
skills in fields outside their major, and reflect on relationships between 
different views of the world.

●Optional
●One CORE Capstone course may be taken to fulfill one of the two required upper 
division courses outside of the student's major.
●Only an option if the student's major program offers it.

University of 
Maine, Orono Capstone Experience

The Capstone Experience is a 
required component of the General 
Education program.  It is taken as a 
course in the senior year.

●to draw together the various threads of the undergraduate program that 
bear directly upon the academic major in an experience that typifies the 
work of professionals within the discipline

●Required
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Portland State 
University (notes 
on overall General 
Education 
program)

General Education consists of 
mentored inquiry sections, extends 
through the student's program for four 
years, and integrates carefully 
articulated goals.

●Inquiry and Critical Thinking: Students will learn various modes of 
inquiry through interdisciplinary curricula -- problem-posing, investigating, 
conceptualizing -- in order to become active, self-motivated, and 
empowered learners.
●Communication Students will enhance their capacity to communicate in 
various ways -- writing, graphics, numeracy, and other visual and oral 
means -- to collaborate effectively with others in group work, and to be 
competent in appropriate communication technologies.
●The Diversity of Human Experience: Students will enhance their 
appreciation for and understanding of the rich complexity of the human 
experience through the study of differences in ethnic and cultural 
perspectives, class, race, gender, sexual orientation, and ability.
●Ethics and Social Responsibility:  Students will expand their 
understanding of the impact and value of individuals and their choices on 
society, both intellectually and socially, through group projects and 
collaboration in learning communities.

●Freshman Inquiry -- Exploration: A year long sequence of courses
          -Introduces students to general education goals and opportunities in
           university life.
          -Courses are interactive and theme-based, using an interdisciplinary
           approach to exploring topics.
          -Faculty members teach courses as teams.
          -Each faculty member is paired with an upper division student (peer
            mentor) who leads the smaller mentor inquiry sections.
          -Classes include lecture and group dialogue on course content, student-
            led discussions based on homework, and creative opportunities.
●Sophomore Inquiry -- Communication: 
          -Students continue to build communication skills (class dialogue,
            individual and group presentations, writing/research)
          -Emphasis on the human experience, inquiry and critical thinking, ethical
           and social responsibility. 
●Upper Division Cluster -- Individualization:
          -Clusters of courses across a variety of disciplines
          -By this time, students are expected to be proficient in writing, research,
           discussion, computer and inquiry skills.
          -Students can design an individualized program based on the theme they 
           found most interesting in the Sophomore Inquiry courses, and what will
           best support their overall academic goals.
●Senior Capstone -- Cooperation:
         -Courses are designed to build cooperative learning communities by
          taking students out of the classroom and into the field.
         -All interests, knowledge, skills developed to this point are brought
          together in a community project.
         -Students from different majors work as a team to find solutions for issues
          that are important to them.

Portland State 
University

Senior Capstone 
(details)

●Required
●Six credits hours are completed in a single capstone project.
●Students meet with their academic advisors to discuss possibilities.
●Capstone Fair offers opportunities to learn about course offerings and meet the 
instructors.
●Can range over one, two or three terms depending upon the project (typically two 
terms long).
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OTHER WAYS OF DESCRIBING INTEGRATIVE GE:

Washington State University:  The breadth requirements in General Education reflect our historical experience of how new knowledge has been acquired and how it is likely to be acquired in the future. Consequently, the curriculum facilitates 
the acquisition of a working knowledge of a broad range of scholarly methods, from the arts and humanities to the sciences. One of the goals of General Education is to assist students to understand the characteristic ways of acquiring 
knowledge in different fields of study and their methods of verification and communication. Increasingly, higher education is about learning how to learn; the General Education curriculum therefore prepares students for continued life-long 
learning, equipping them with research skills and a general competence in evaluating information and constructing knowledge. 
Kalamazoo College: Connections: discovering ways in which knowledge, skills, and ideas from one course or discipline inform those from another, as well as ways in which the interplay of academic study and off-campus experience provides 
fresh insight and deepened comprehension of one's self and the world.
Miami University (Ohio): Capstone Experience: integrates liberal learning with specialized knowledge and emphasizes sharing of ideas, synthesis, and critical, informed reflection as significant precursors to action and 
includes student initiative in defining and investigating problems or projects.
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