Westfield

Greek Course

The following pages from the Westfield Greek
Course are posted here with permission of the
author, J. E. Hunt, 4, Ardsley Road, Ashgate,
Chesterfield S40 4DG, England. The course is
described on the third page of these materials. The
Greek readings offered here deal with Greek
religious practices, seafaring, the Greek world,
commerce, and the rivalry of Athens and Sparta.
They are suitable for use at the very beginning of
Greek instruction and could easily serve as the basis
for a one- to two-week unit on Greek and the Greeks
in a Latin class.
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WESTFIELD GREEK COURSE

L m

This course was written for children with no knowledge

of Latin. Accordingly the word-order in the early part
has been Anglicised so that, initially, while the alphabet
and voosbulary are still strange, tramslation is limited
to simple word-for-word substitution. A more natural order
is uged when the Definite Artiole has been tabulated.
Older children, especially those who have already begun
Latin, will be expected to romp through the early parts
at a correspondingly greater apeed.

'Second, the reading passages which deal with Greek life
are meant to be starting-points for further exploration
of the topiocs. In this way the study of the language and
oivilisation combine to produce a good general education.

Third, lack of space precludes the inclusion of an
" adequate mumber of exercises to practise morphology and
syntax. Such as are included should be regerded simply
as. indicating the sort of exercises which may be helpful.
. Similar ones can easily be invented.

Fourth, Greek was meant to be heard rather then seen, and
" unless the children are encoutaged to read aloud either
" singly or together in chorus with the teacher, their
;. knowledge of Greek vocabulary is likely to be hazy and
" inaccurate. The dialogues in the section about Sparta and
* in Chapter Four of "The Theseus Saga' have been written
especially for oral practice.: o

Pifth, experience has shown that 1t 1s necessary to go

over passages at least twice, once orally in class, then
. for written homework in order to become familiar with new
. vocabulary. Retention of vocabulary seems to be much more
. of a problem in Greek than in Latin.

Copyright:

J.E, Hunt,

4, Ardsley Road,
Ashgate,
CHESTERFIELD.
S40 4G



INTRODUCTION

The Greeks lived close to nature, and therefore were well
acquainted with that feeling of awe and mystery which
suddenly steals over one in the countryside, at the
sight of some imposing landscape, dappled sunlight
on leaves, & spring tumbling down a hillside,
the silence of a mid-summer day, or the rustling
of leaves in the cool of the evening. Such
moments of ecstacy seemed to the Greeks to be
the work of some god, and so it was logical to
feel that the gods were everywhere present, that
the whole earth was full of gods. So all over
the countryside there were shrines to —arious
gods and goddesses, little altars, hs ps of
stones, sacred trees, caves of Pan, offerings

to the nymphs, the Naiads in the rivers, the
Dryads in the trees, the Oreiads in the
mountains, as well as sanctuaries to the
powerful Olympian deities in whose honour

great temples were built.

Temples were not used fo- public worship like
our churches are: they were monuments built %o
the glory of a particular %od or goddess, and
‘they acted as a house for the god's statue ‘
which was the symbol of his presence. On the
next page is a reconstruction of the interior
of the Parthenon at Athens with the huge statue
.of Athene which was made ¢f gold and ivory.

To these gods a Greek would, in time of need,
pray for help and protection; and to do this
-he would offer a "LIBATION™ - that is, he
would pour out some wine over an altar or
tomb and address the god as he did so. The
prayer would be acoompanied by some offering,
such as fruit, flowers, a precious cup, or an
expensive robe. Sometimes the offering
expressed gratitude for some favour reoceived.
The temples at Olympia and Delphi, where games
were held, were filged with offerings from
viotorious athletes. S3hrines near the sea
were oluttered with oars and bits of ships
and armour that ship-wrecked sailors had
dedicated there in thamksgiving for a safe
return %o land. -







So much for private prayer:
public worship was centred on
the SACRIFICE and this ococupied
a large place in the religion
of the Greeks.

The sacrifice began with & long
procession which passed through

the streets and squares and ended

up at the sanctuary, a wide, open
‘space surrounding an altart 1large
enough to hold the sacrificial
victims, the priest, the magistrates,
temple-servants, girls carrying
baskets of offerings, magnificently
dressed knights on horse-back, and
the vast crowds of spectators. The
altar was in the open-air, not only
to accommodate the crowds but also
because smoke from the sacrifices
would soon have made the air indoors - -
unbreathable. A TLIBATION

The animals were made fast either on a table or to a ring set in
the ground in front of the altar,

The noise of the crowd stills as the celebrants wash their hands
to purify themselves, and take handfuls of barlsy-grains. Then the
priest or priestess utters a prayer and scatters the barley-grains.
Next the victims' throats are cut, the muzzles being pressed
backwards to allow the blood to spurt into the air towards the
altar. Then the animals are cut up, their thighs (which were
considered to be the choicest parts were wrapped in fat and burnt
in the fire on top of the altar, while the priest poured libations
of wine over them. Flames and smoke from the roasting flesh

rose into the airp mingling with the pungent smell of incense, to
the music of reed-flutes and the singing of a choir.

When the thighs had been consumed in the fire, the rest of the meat
was put on a spit and roasted; then all those taking part :
joined in a banquet and ate the meat together. This was usually

the only time a Greek ate meat since cattle were scarce.

Everyone felt himself no longer an individual but a member of a
community, and for this reason the Greeks attached great importance
to these religious occasions. It was a holiday, a day of rejoicing,
a day when each citizen felt he belonged to his fellows and his city.
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The Greeks coﬁsibered the Vocétion of men end women to be

quite distinct from each other. The men took charge of
everything to do with life outside the home;. work, politics,
legal matters, business affairs, errands, shopping; the wife

on the other hand looked efter the household, supervising SlEVLS,
pPlanning the prpaisions, .end weaving. They were also
responsgible for‘trimming the lemps and fetching water from

the public fountains - which was her one excuse for leaving

the house and gossiping with her friends.~

Men preferred their oﬂﬁ oompany, at work, shopping, or

gossiping in the AGORA™ (markét—place) taking exercise in

the GYMNASIA, or et their banquets and SYMPOSIA (drinking-parties).
Wives were kept not for their company 80 much as for looking
after the houschold end producing lugitimate offspring to be

the heirs of their husband's estate. Uften husbend and wife

met only for breekfast and the lete. evening meal,

However at some festivals both men and .women were allowed

to attend - so long as they sat separately!



THE S EA

Greece is a land of limestone
mountains, narrow valleys, few
rivers an& many islands. %here
are a few fertile plains but
these alternate with wild
mountain country. So over-
land communications were
difficult. The Greeks
therefore used the

sea as the obvious
method of travel.’
The Greeks were
very much a
sea=faring’
people.
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4.

As the cities grew in size, they ceased deing self-supporting
and relied increasingly on imported goods. Athens, for
example, lacked fertile plains for griowing ocorn, and be?an
to build up a flourishing trade by exporting olive oil (which
was used for butter, soap, lamp-o0il, cooking-oil and for
annointing one's body with after exercise), wine, honey, and
ottery; and importing corn and luxury goods from the Pontus
?Black Sea).

The merchant vessels sailed in convoys and were protected from
pirates and enemy ships by the navy. In 395 B.C. there are
records that a convoy which was intercepted contained 170 ships.
Fifty-five years later a convoy of 230 vessels was captured.

The speed of these vessels was three or four knots; and they
could travel about 90 miles in twenty-four hours.

There were three principal sea routes; to the Pontus, to Egypt,
and to Sicily - all of them fertile corn-producing areas.

The Greek polis relied heavily on its farmers, but the Greek
farmer lived a precarious existence at the best of times, and
as the family small-holdings were subdivided again and again
for each generation of sons, the point soon came when efficient
farming was impossible. At this Juncture the site of a new
cit{ overseas would be annexed, and the impoverished peasant
would give up his bit of land in his home-country in return for
a larger share of land in the new colony.

Colonisation stimulated trade and influstry. The new lands

could sometimes grow crops different from the old lands, and
colonies sften brought the Greeks into contact with barbarian
(i.e. non-Greek) peoples who had interesting things to sell

and whose way of 1ife was different from their own. So not

only did the exchange of goods become brisker but new contacts
brought new ideas and techniques, and the standard of civilisation
slowly began to rise. '
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6.

Pelops was famous on two counts.

First, his father Tantalus had heard that the gods were
gupposed to know everything, and, to see if this was true,
he invited them all to a meal.

When they came to the meat course, he served up some very
tasty and well-cooked steak. Demeter, who was still absorbed
in grief for the loss of her daughter Persephone, noticed
nothing wrong and ate her fill. The other gods didn't touch
it - which was just as well! For Tantalus had chopped up
his own son Pelops, and cooked him!

The gods ordered Hermes to put the bits of Pelops back into
the cauldron and bring him back to life. Demeter however

had eaten his shoulder; so she gave him an ivory one instead.
That is why the descendants of Pelops had one shoulder that
never became sun-burnt.

Secondly, Pelops was famous for outwitting Oenemaus, who was
king of Pisa in the Peloponnese.

Oenemaus had been told by an oracle that whoever married his
daughter would kill him. So he took great pains to prevent
his daughter ever getting married. S

He ocouldn't of course refuse point-blank; so he promised to
give his daughter in marriage to whoever should beat him in
a chariot-race, &nd that whoever was beaten should be put to
death. He thought this was a safe plan because his horses
were the fastest in Greece! Indeed, many suitors had been
overtaken and killed before Pelops came to Pisa.

Pelops cheated. He managed to bribe Oenemaus' charioteer by

promising him half the kingdom if he won the race and became

king of Pisa. So the charioteer took out the linch-pins

which held the wheels on, and in the race the chariot of

ggggmaus broke down and Oenemaus himself was thrown out and
ed.,

So Pelops married his daughter and became king of Pisa.
However he was unwilling to honour his word to the charioteer,
and one day as they were driving along & narrow cliff-path,

he pushed the charioteer out of the chariot into the sea.

As he sank, the charioteer cursed Pelops and his whole race.
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ﬁUMMARY OF THE MEANINGS OF
THE WORD “Kal ™

I

Kal means “AND”
and  also  “ALso”
and  even  “EVEN"
w both  Kai s

mean "BOTH_ __AND",
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AN ATHENIAN AND A SPARTAN HAVE A CONVERSATION
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