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PUBLICATIONS

Books
Clifton, C., Jr., Frazier, L., & Rayner, K. (Editors) (1994). Perspectives on sentence processing.

Hillsdale, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates.
Frazier, L, & Clifton, C., Jr. (1996). Construal. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press.
Crocker, M. W., Pickering, M., & Clifton, C., Jr. (Editors) (2000). Architectures and mechanisms for

language comprehension. Cambridge, England: Cambridge University Press.
Carreiras, M., & Clifton, C., Jr. (Editors) (2004).  The on-line study of sentence comprehension:

Eyetracking, ERP and beyond.  Brighton, UK: Psychology Press.

Journal articles and chapters
Clifton, C., Jr., Smith, K. H., and Carlson, C.  (1964).  Identification of relevant intra-maze cues in latent

learning.  Psychological Reports, 14, 967-974.  
Clifton, C., Jr., Kurcz, I., and Jenkins, J. J.  (1965).  Grammatical relations as determinants of sentence

similarity.  Journal of Verbal Learning and Verbal Behavior, 4, 112-117.  
Clifton, C., Jr.  (1966).  Response transfer as a function of verbal association strength.  Journal of

Experimental Psychology, 71, 780-763. 
Clifton, C., Jr.  (1966).  Initial transfer in the mediation of paired associates.  Journal of Experimental

Psychology, 71, 780-763.
Clifton, C., Jr.  (1966).  Some determinants of the effectiveness of priming word associates.  Journal of

Verbal Learning and Verbal Behavior, 5, 167-171.  
Clifton, C., Jr., and Odom, P.  (1966).  Similarity relations among certain English sentence

constructions.  Psychological Monographs, 80, No. 5 (Whole No. 613). 
Clifton, C., Jr.  (1967).  The implications of grammar for word associations.  In K. Salzinger and

S. Salzinger (Eds.), Research in verbal behavior and some neurophysiological implications (pp.
221-237).  New York:  Academic Press.

Boat, B., and Clifton, C., Jr.  (1968).  Verbal mediation in four-year-old children.  Child Development,
39, 505-514.  

Clifton, C., Jr., and Bogartz, R.  (1968).  Selective attention in children's dichotic listening.  Journal of
Experimental Child Psychology, 6, 483-491.  

Clifton, C., Jr.  Language acquisition.  (1970).  In T. Spencer and N. Kass (Eds.), Perspectives in child
psychology:  Research and review (pp. 127-163).  McGraw-Hill.  

Clifton, C., Jr., Clifton, R. K., Meyers, W. J., and Miller, F.  (1970).  Cardiac responses to attended and
ignored stimuli.  Psychonomic Science, 18, 361-362.

Clifton, C., Jr., and Birenbaum, S.  (1970).  Effects of serial position and probe delay in a memory scan
task.  Journal of Experimental Psychology, 86, 69-76.

Clifton, C., Jr.  (1971).  An economical system for collecting and reducing heart-rate data, using someone
else's small computer.  Behavior Research Methods and Instrumentation, 3, 261-263.  

Clifton, C., Jr., and Gutchera, K. D.  (1971).  Hierarchical search of two-digit numbers in a recognition
memory task.  Journal of Verbal Learning and Verbal Behavior, 10, 528-542.  

Clifton, C., Jr., Cruse, D., and Gutchera, K. D.  (1972).  Recoding processes in recognition:  Some effects
on presentation rate.  Memory & Cognition, 1, 387-394.

Cruse, D., and Clifton, C., Jr.  (1973).  Recoding strategies and the retrieval of information from



memory.  Cognitive Psychology, 4, 157-193.
Clifton, C., Jr., and Tash, J.  (1973).  Effect of syllabic word length on memory-search rate.  Journal of

Experimental Psychology, 99, 231-235.  
Clifton, C., Jr.  (1973).  Must overlearned lists be scanned?  Memory & Cognition, 1, 121-123.  
Cruse, D., and Clifton, C., Jr.  (1975).  Constructing visual images from verbal descriptions.  Bulletin of

the Psychonomic Society, 6, 585-588.
Clifton, C., Jr., and Brewer, E.  (1976).  Partially selective search of memory for letters and digits. 

Memory & Cognition, 4, 616-626.  
Clifton, C., Jr., Sorce, P., and Cruse, D.  (1977).  The translation effect in memory search.  Cognitive

Psychology, 9, 1-30.  
Clifton, C., Jr., and Cruse, D.  (1977).  Time to recognize tones:  Memory scanning or memory strength? 

Quarterly Journal of Experimental Psychology, 29, 709-726.  
Clifton, C., Jr., Sorce, P., Schaye, P., and Fiszman, A.  (1978).  Translation between languages in

memory search.  American Journal of Psychology, 91, 237-249.  
Slowiaczek, M. L., and Clifton, C., Jr.  (1980).  Subvocalization and reading for meaning.  Journal of

Verbal Learning and Verbal Behavior, 19, 573-582.  
Clifton, C., Jr., and Slowiaczek, M. L.  (1981).  Integrating new information with old knowledge. 

Memory & Cognition, 9, 142-148.  
Frazier, L., and Clifton, C., Jr.  (1981).  Comprehending sentences with multiple filler-gap dependencies. 

University of Massachusetts Occasional Papers in Linguistics, 7, 81-120.  
Clifton, C., Jr.  (1982).  Reasons for studying relations among sentences:  Comments on Mr. Kuroiwa's

paper.  Hiroshima Forum in Psychology, 8, 84-87.  
Clifton, C., Jr.  (1983).  Psycholinguistic factors reflected in the eye:  Comments on the session.  In

K. Rayner (Ed.), Eye movements in reading:  Perceptual and language processes (pp. 269-272). 
New York:  Academic Press.  

Frazier, L., Clifton, C., Jr., and Randall, J.  (1983).  Filling gaps:  Decision principles and structure in
sentence comprehension.  Cognition, 13, 187-222.

Rayner, K., Slowiaczek, M. L., Clifton, C., Jr., and Bertera, J. H.  (1983).  Latency of sequential eye
movements:  Implications for reading.  Journal of Experimental Psychology:  Human Perception
and Performance, 9, 912-922.  

Cutler, A., and Clifton, C., Jr.  (1984).  The use of prosodic information in word recognition.  In
H. Bouma and D. G. Bouwhnis, Attention and Performance X (pp. 183-196).  Hillsdale, NJ: 
Erlbaum.  

Clifton, C., Jr., Frazier, L., and Connine, C.  (1984).  Lexical expectations in sentence comprehension. 
Journal of Verbal Learning and Verbal Behavior, 23, 696-708.  

Frazier, L., Taft, L., Roeper, T., Clifton, C., Jr., and Ehrlich, K.  (1984).  Parallel structure:  A source of
facilitation in sentence comprehension.  Memory & Cognition, 12, 421-430.  

Connine, C., Ferreira, F., Jones, C., Clifton, C., Jr., and Frazier, L.  (1984).  Verb frame preferences: 
Descriptive norms.  Journal of Psycholinguistic Research, 13, 307-319.  

Ferreira, F., & Clifton, C., Jr.  (1986).  The independence of syntactic processing.  Journal of Memory
and Language, 25, 348-368.

Clifton, C., Jr., & Frazier, L.  (1986).  The use of syntactic information in filling gaps.  Journal of
Psycholinguistic Research, 15, 209-224.

Clifton, C., Jr., & Ferreira, F.  (1987).  Discourse structure and anaphora:  Some experimental results.  In
M. Coltheart (Ed.), Attention and Performance XII (pp. 635-654).  Hillsdale, NJ:  Erlbaum.

Frazier, L., & Clifton, C., Jr.  (1987).  Thematic relations in parsing.  In T. D. Seely (Ed.), University of
Massachusetts Occasional Papers in Linguistics (Vol. 9):  Psycholinguistics.  Amherst, MA: 
GLSA.

Connine, C. M., & Clifton, C., Jr.  (1987).  Interactive use of lexical information in speech perception. 
Journal of Experimental Psychology:  Human Perception and Performance, 13, 291-299.

Connine, C. M., Clifton, C., Jr., & Cutler, A.  (1987).  Effects of lexical stress on phonetic categorization. 
Phonetica, 44, 133-146.



Clifton, C., Jr., & Ferreira, F.  (1987).  Modularity in sentence comprehension.  In J. Garfield (Ed.),
Modularity in knowledge representation and natural language understanding.  Cambridge, MA: 
MIT Press.

Clifton, C., Jr., & Frazier, L.  (1989).  Comprehending sentences with long-distance dependencies.  In M.
Tanenhaus & G. Carlson (Eds.), Linguistic structure in language processing.  Dordrecht:  Reidel,
in press.

Clifton, C., Jr., & Ferreira, F.  (1989).  Parsing in context.  Language and Cognitive Processes, 4,
SI77-SI104.

Rayner, K., Sereno, S., Morris, R., Schmauder, R., & Clifton, C., Jr.  (1989).  Eye movements and on-line
comprehension processes.  Language and Cognitive Processes, 4, SI21-SI50.

Frazier, L., & Clifton, C., Jr.  (1989).  Successive cyclicity in the grammar and the parser.  Language and
Cognitive Processes, 4, 93-126.

Clifton, C., Jr., & De Vincenzi, M.  (1990).  Comprehending sentences with empty elements (pp. 265-
284).  In D. Balota, G. B. Flores d'Arcais, & K. Rayner (Eds.), Comprehension processes in
reading.  Hillsdale, NJ:  Lawrence Erlbaum Associates.

Clifton, C., Jr.  (1991).  Syntactic modularity in sentence comprehension.  In R. R. Hoffman & D. S.
Palermo (Eds.), Cognition and the symbolic processes, Vol. 3:  Applied and ecological
perspectives.  Hillsdale, NJ:  Erlbaum.

Clifton, C., Jr., Speer, S., & Abney, S.  (1991).  Parsing arguments:  Phrase structure and argument
structure as determinants of initial parsing decisions.  Journal of Memory and Language, 30, 251-
271.

Schmauder, A. R., Kennison, S., & Clifton, C., Jr.  (1991).  On the conditions necessary for obtaining
argument structure complexity effects.  Journal of Experimental Psychology:  Learning, Memory,
and Cognition, 17, 1188-1192.

Clifton, C., Jr.  (1992).  Tracing the course of sentence comprehension:  How lexical information is used. 
In K. Rayner (Ed.), Eye movements and visual cognition:  Scene perception and reading (pp.
397-414).  New York:  Springer-Verlag.

Clifton, C., Jr. (1993). Thematic roles in sentence processing. Canadian Journal of Psychology, 47, 
Carreiras, M., & Clifton, C., Jr. (1993). Relative clause interpretation preferences in Spanish and English.

Language and Speech, 36, 353-372.
Gilboy, E., Sopena, J., Clifton, C., Jr., & Frazier, L. (1995).  Argument structure and association

preferences in Spanish and English compound NPs. Cognition, 54, 131-167. 
Kennison, S. M., & Clifton, C., Jr. (1995). Determinants of parafoveal preview benefit in high and low

working memory capacity readers: Implications for eye movement control.  Journal of
Experimental Psychology: Learning, Memory, and Cognition, 21, 68-81. 

Birch, S., & Clifton, C., Jr. (1995) Focus, accent, and argument structure: Effects on language
comprehension.  Language and Speech., 33, 365-391. (Preliminary version appeared as
“Investigating the focus-accent-argument structure relationship” in M. Dickey and S. Tunstall
(Eds), University of Massachusetts Occasional Papers in Linguistics volume19. Amherst, MA:
Department of Linguistics.)

Schafer, A., Carter, J., Clifton, C., Jr., & Frazier, L. (1996). Focus in relative clause construal. Language
and Cognitive Processes, 11, 135-163.

Frazier, L., Plunkett, B., & Clifton, C., Jr. (1996). Reconstruction and scope. In M. Dickey and S.
Tunstall (Eds), University of Massachusetts Occasional Papers in Linguistics volume 19.
Amherst, MA: Department of Linguistics.

Truitt, F., Clifton, C., Jr., Pollatsek, A., & Rayner, K. (1997) The perceptual span and the eye-hand span
in sight reading music. Visual Cognition, 4, 143-161.

Frazier, L., & Clifton, C., Jr. (1997). Construal: Overview and some recent evidence. Invited paper,
Journal of Psycholinguistic Research, 26, 277-297. (To appear as well in University of
Edinburgh HCRC Technical Report, Underspecification, edited by M. Poesio.)

Clifton, C., Jr., Kennison, S., & Albrecht, J. (1997) Reading the words her, his, and him: Implications for
parsing principles based on frequency and structure. Journal of Memory and Language, 36, 276-



292.
Albrecht, J. E., & Clifton, C., Jr. (1998). Accessing singular antecedents in conjoined phrases. Memory

& Cognition, 26, 599-610.
Adams, B. A., Clifton, C., Jr., & Mitchell, D. C. (1998). Lexical guidance in sentence processing.

Psychonomic Bulletin and Review, 5, 265-270.
Frazier, L., & Clifton, C., Jr. (1998) Comprehension of sluiced sentences. Language and Cognitive

Processes, 13, 499-520. 
Speer, S. R., & Clifton, C., Jr. (1998). Plausibility and argument structure in sentence comprehension.

Memory & Cognition, 26, 965-978.
Frazier, L., & Clifton, C., Jr. (1998) Sentence reanalysis, and visibility. In J. D. Fodor & F. Ferreira

(eds.), Reanalysis in sentence processing (pp 143-176). Amsterdam: Kluwer.
Traxler, M. J., Pickering, M. J., & Clifton, C., Jr. (1998) Adjunct attachment is not a form of lexical

ambiguity resolution. Journal of Memory and Language, 39, 558-592.
Clifton, C., Jr., Frazier, L., & Deevy, P. (1999). Feature manipulation in sentence comprehension. Rivista

di Linguistica, 11, 11-39.
Carreiras, M., & Clifton, C., Jr. (1999). Another word on parsing relative clauses: Eyetracking evidence

from Spanish and English. Memory & Cognition, 27, 826-833.
Clifton, C., Jr., Cutler, A., McQueen, J. M., & van Ooijen, B. (1999). The processing of inflected forms

(commentary on Clahsen et al.). Behavioral and Brain Sciences, 22, 1018-1019.
Frazier, L., & Clifton, C., Jr. (2000). On bound variable interpretations: The LF-Only hypothesis. Journal

of Psycholinguistic Research, 29, 125-139.
Clifton, C., Jr. (2000). Evaluating models of human sentence processing. In M. Crocker, M. Pickering, &

C. Clifton (eds.), Architectures and mechanisms for language comprehension (pp 31-55).
Cambridge, England: Cambridge University Press.

Pickering, M., Clifton, C., Jr., & Crocker, M. (2000). Architectures and mechanisms in language
comprehension. In Crocker, M., Pickering, M., & Clifton, C., Jr. (eds), Architectures and
mechanisms for language comprehension (pp 1-28). Cambridge, England: Cambridge University
Press.

Traxler, M. J., Pickering, M. J., Clifton, C., Jr & van Gompel, R. (2000). Architectures and mechanisms
for sentence processing: Is syntactic parsing a form of lexical ambiguity resolution? In M. D.
Vincenzi & V. Lombardo (Eds.), Cross-Linguistic perspectives on language processing (pp. 149-
174). Dordrecht: Kluwer Academic Publishers.

Cutler, A., & Clifton, C., Jr. (2000). Blueprint of the listener. In P. Hagoort & C. Brown (Editors),
Neurocognition of language processing, pp 123-166. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Schafer, A., Carlson, K., Clifton Jr., C., & Frazier, L. (2000). Focus and the interpretation of pitch
accent: Disambiguating embedded questions. Language and Speech, 43, 75-105.

Frazier, L., Munn, A., & Clifton, C., Jr. (2000). Processing coordinate structures. Journal of
Psycholinguistic Research, 29, 343-371. 

Clifton, C., Jr., Bock, J., & Radó, J (2000). Effects of the focus particle “only” and intrinsic contrast on
comprehension of reduced relative clauses. In A. Kennedy, R. Radach, D. Heller, & J. Pynte
(Eds), Reading as a perceptual process, pp 591-620. Amsterdam: Elsevier. 

Bock, J. S., & Clifton, C., Jr. (2000). The role of salience in conceptual combination Memory &
Cognition, 28, 1378-1386.

Clifton, C., Jr. (2000). Psycholinguistics: Syntax and grammar. Encyclopedia of Psychology Oxford:
Oxford University Press. Pp. 364-367.

Clifton, C., Jr., & Duffy, S. (2001). Sentence comprehension: Roles of linguistic structure. Annual
Review of Psychology, 52, 167-196.

Frazier, L., & Clifton, C., Jr. (2001). Parsing coordinates and ellipsis: Copy á. Syntax, 4, 1-22.
Carlson, K., Clifton, C., Jr., & Frazier, L. (2001). Prosodic boundaries in adjunct attachment. Journal of

Memory and Language, 45, 58-81.
Clifton, C., Jr. (2001). Sentence comprehension, psychology of. International Encyclopedia of the Social

and Behavioral Sciences, vol 20 (pp 13911-13917), N. J. Smelser & P. B. Bates, Editor.



Amsterdam: Elsevier Science.
Rayner, K., & Clifton, C., Jr. (2002). Language processing. In D. Medin (Volume Editor)  Stevens

Handbook of Experimental Psychology, Third Edition: Volume 2, Memory and Cognitive
Processes (pp 261-316). New York: John Wiley and Sons, Inc.

Koh, S., & Clifton, C., Jr. (2002). Resolution of the antecedent of a plural pronoun: Ontological
categories and predicate symmetry. Journal of Memory and Language, 46, 830-844.

Meseguer, E., Carreiras, M., & Clifton, C., Jr. (2002). Overt reanalysis strategies and eye movements
during the reading of mild garden path sentences. Memory & Cognition, 30, 551-561.

Birch, S., & Clifton, C., Jr. (2002). Effects of varying focus and accenting of adjuncts on the
comprehension of utterances. Journal of Memory and Language, 47, 571-588.

Treiman, R., Clifton, C., Jr, Meyer, A. S., & Wurm, L. H. (2003). Language comprehension and
production.  Comprehensive Handbook of Psychology, Volume 4: Experimental Psychology.
New York: John Wiley & Sons, Inc. Pages 527-548.

Frazier, L., & Clifton, C., Jr. (2002). Processing 'd-linked' phrases. Journal of Psycholinguistic Research.,
31, 633-660.

Clifton, C., Jr., Carlson, K., & Frazier, L. (2002).  Informative prosodic boundaries.  Language and
Speech, 45, 87-114.

Alonso-Ovalle, L, Fernández-Solera, S., Frazier, L., & Clifton, C. Jr. (2002). Null versus overt pronouns
and the Topic-Focus articulation in Spanish. Rivista Linguistica/Italian Journal of Linguistics,
14, 151-170.

Rayner, K., Juhasz, B., Ashby, J., & Clifton, C, Jr. (2003). Inhibition of saccade return in reading. Vision
Research, 43, 1027-1034.

Clifton, C., Jr., Traxler, M. J. Mohamed, M. T., Williams, R. S., Morris, R. K, & Rayner, K. (2003). The
use of thematic role information in parsing: Syntactic processing autonomy revisited. Journal of
Memory and Language, 49, 317-334.

Kambe, G., Duffy, S. A., Clifton, C. Jr., Rayner, K. (2003). An eye movement contingent probe
paradigm. Psychonomic Bulletin & Review, 10, 661-666.

Frazier, L., Clifton, C., Jr., & Carlson, K. (2004). Don't break or do: Prosodic boundary preferences.
Lingua, 114, 3-27.

Carreiras, M., & Clifton, C., Jr. (2004). On the on-line study of language comprehension. In M. Carreiras
and C. Clifton, Jr. (Eds), The on-line study of sentence comprehension: Eyetracking, ERP, and
beyond. Brighton, UK: Psychology Press.

Clifton, C., Jr., & Frazier, L. (2004). Should given information come before new? Yes and No.  Memory
& Cognition, 32, 886-895.

Frazier, L., Clifton, C. Jr., & Carlson, K. (2005) Focus and VP ellipsis. In Shigeto Kawahara (Ed),
University of Massachusetts Occasional Papers in Linguistics, 30, pp 32-51. (Tech report series).

Frazier, L., Clifton, C., Jr., Rayner, K., Deevy, P., & Koh, S. (2005).  Interface problems: Processing
sentences in context. Journal of Psycholinguistic Research, 34, 201-231.

Ashby, J., & Clifton, C., Jr. (2005) The prosodic property of lexical stress affects eye movements in
silent reading: Evidence from eye movements. Cognition, 96, B89-B100.

Ashby, J., Rayner, K., & Clifton, C., Jr. (2005). Eye movements of highly skilled and average readers:
Differential effects of frequency and predictability. Quarterly Journal of Experimental
Psychology, 58A, 1065-1086.

Frazier, L., & Clifton, C., Jr. (2005). The syntax-discourse divide. Syntax, 8, 154-207.
Clifton, C., Jr., Fanselow, G., & Frazier, L. (2006) Amnestying Superiority Violations: Processing

Multiple Questions. Linguistic Inquiry, 37, 51-68.
Staub, A., & Clifton, C., Jr. (2006). Syntactic prediction in language comprehension: Evidence from

either....or Journal of Experimental Psychology: Learning, Memory, and Cognition, 32, 425-436.
Staub, A., Clifton, C., Jr., & Frazier, L. (2006). Heavy NP shift is the parser's last resort: Evidence from

eye movements. Journal of Memory and Language, 54, 389-406.
Arregui, A., Clifton, C., Jr., Frazier, L., & Moulton, K. (2006).  Processing Elided VPs with Flawed

Antecedents: the Recycling Hypothesis.  Journal of Memory and Language, 55, 232-246.



Frazier, L., & Clifton, C., Jr. (2006).  Ellipsis and discourse coherence. Linguistics and Philosophy, 29,
315-346.

Frazier, L., Carlson, K., & Clifton, C., Jr.. (2006). Prosody is central to language comprehension. Trends
in Cogntive Science, 10, 244-249.

Clifton, C., Jr., Frazier, L., & Carlson, K. (2006). Tracking the What and Why of Speakers' Choices: 
Prosodic Boundaries and the Length of Constituents. Psychonomic Bulletin & Review, 13, 854-
861.

Frazier, L., Clifton, C., Jr., & Carlson, K. (2007). Focus and VP ellipsis. Language and Speech, 50, 1-21.
Clifton, C., Jr., Staub, A., & Rayner, K. (2007). Eye movements in reading words and sentences. Invited

chapter, in R. Van Gompel, M. Fisher, W. Murray, and R. L. Hill (Eds.) Eye movement research:
A window on mind and brain. Oxford: Elsevier Ltd. Pp. 341-372.

Stolterfoht, B., Frazier, L., & Clifton, C., Jr. (2007) Adverbs and sentence topics in processing English.
In S. Featherston and W. Sternfeld (Eds), Roots: Linguistics in search of its evidential base.
Berlin: Mouton De Gruyter, pp 361-374.

Swets, B., Desmet, T., Clifton, C. Jr., & Ferreira, F. (2008). Underspecification of syntactic ambiguities:
Evidence from self-paced reading. Memory & Cognition , 36, 201-216.

Frazier, L., Clifton, C. J., & Stolterfoht, B. (2008). Scale structure: Processing minimum standard and
maximum standard adjectives. Cognition, 106, 299-324.

Mohamed, M., & Clifton, C., Jr. (2008). Processing Inferential Causal Statements: Theoretical
Refinements and the Role of Verb Type. Discourse Processes, 45, 24-52. 

Koh, S., Sanford, A., Clifton, C., Jr., & Dawydiak, E. J. (2008). Good-enough representation in plural
and singular pronominal reference: Modulating the Conjunction Cost  In J.Gundel & N. Hedberg
(Eds), Reference: Interdisciplinary Perspectives. Oxford: Oxford University Press. Pp 123-142.
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