Prof. Andrew Donson

505 Herter Hall 

Tel. 545-6676

Email: adonson@german.umass.edu

Website: http://www.people.umass.edu/adonson/

Spring 2009

Office Hours: Mon & Fri 1:30 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.
                      
and by appointment

History / German 325:

The First World War
This class covers the narrative of the First World War and evaluates theories about its causes and consequences.  It explores why the war broke out and more specifically whether it was due to a general failure in European diplomacy, aggressive foreign policy aimed at solving Germany’s explosive domestic conflicts, or yearnings by all sorts for purification, heroism, and national aggrandizement.  The course also investigates the social and political upheaval after August 1914, including war enthusiasm, the Burgfrieden (the party truce), the split in the Socialist Party, the front experience and its myths, the exploitation of occupied territories, the mobilization of women and youth, the corporatist solutions in industrial-labor relations, the vicious debates over war aims, the massive deprivation on the home front, and the workers’ movement that ended the war in revolution.  Lastly, the course analyses the war’s consequences:  the overthrow of the Prussian-German state, the inflation, the Versailles Treaty, the culture of defeat, the political instability of the Weimar Republic, and the mobilization of the Nazi Party.  
To Purchase at Amherst Books (8 Main St, tel. 256-1547):

Beckett, Ian. The Great War.  2nd edition. Pearson-Longman, 2007.  
Joll, James, and Gordon Martel. The Origins of the First World War.  3rd Ed.  Pearson-Longman, 2007.  

Remarque, Erich Maria.  All Quiet on the Western Front.  Ballantine Books, 1987. 
Keylor, William, ed.  The Legacy of the Great War:  Peacemaking, 1919.  Houghton Mifflin, 1997.  

Ward, Candace, ed..  World War One British Poets:  Brooke, Owen, Sassoon, Rosenberg, and Others.  Dover Books, 1997.

All books are available on two-hour reserve at DuBois library.  I encourage students to buy used copies at amazon.com, barnesandnoble.com, alibris.com, and half.com.  Scanned copies of the readings for the first week are available on Spark so students have time to do a rush-order for a used copy of Joll’s Origins and regular orders of the other texts.  
To Download from Spark
Coursepack articles in .pdf format (see appendix), ready for downloading on February 6th.  I suggest that for a few dollars you have it bound at a copy shop, like Copycat on Pleasant St. in Amherst.
Spark 

All students must have an OIT account and regularly check the Spark site for this course.  The Spark site contains this syllabus, the coursepack, the reading assignments, a grade calculator, and handouts like exam review questions and paper topics.  You can also check your grades on assignments on Spark; rest assured that Spark prevents other students from seeing your grades.
Students not yet registered can access the course material through the UDrive by entering https://udrive.oit.umass.edu/adonson/Hist-Germ325/ into a web browser, making sure to type the last backslash, and then entering their OIT user name and password.

Assignments and Grade Distribution

	
	Percentage of final grade

	Discussion 
	10

	11 Reading Assignments
	(not graded, see below) 40

	Midterm exam
	15

	Final exam
	15

	1 Essay, 5-10 pages
	20

	Bonus on Reading Assignments
	2

	Total
	102


Letter grade equivalencies:  A=92.5-100; A-=89.5-92.4; B+=87.5-89.4; B=82.5-88.4; B-=79.5-82.4; C+=77.5-79.4; C=72.5-78.4; C-=69.5-72.4; D+=67.5-69.4; D=59.5-68.4; F=below 59.5.

Discussion
The discussion grade is based on attending, participating, and coming prepared – that is, bringing the reading questions and the books, coursepack material, or both.  Students who want to save paper can bring their laptops to class in lieu of a paper copy of the coursepack.
Reading Assignments

Students’ written weekly reading assignments are ungraded—that is, students will receive 100% if they submit them on time and make a good-faith effort to answer all the questions.  Answers do not need to be in complete sentences but do give sufficient information.  The assignments will be posted one week prior to the due date on Spark.  

Typed answers are preferred.  Students who handwrite their answers must have them approved and returned by me in the minutes before discussion class.  Students with handwritten assignments who come late to class must turn in their assignments to Prof. Donson immediately upon entering.

Students need to complete eleven of the thirteen assignments on time to receive a perfect grade.  If they complete more, they will get bonus points.  The final reading assignment grade depends on the raw reading assignment score.  The raw reading score = (sum of grades on the 13 assignments)/11.  The final reading assignment grade will be the raw reading score, if the latter is less than 100.  If it is greater than 100, the student will get 100 as a final reading assignment grade and bonus points added to the final grade according to this formula:  raw reading score/9.

One of the purposes of these assignments is to give students incentive to prepare for discussion in class.  

Hence, assignments turned in late without a legitimate excuse will be marked down 40 points.  There is no penalty for turning in the assignments early.  In terms of your final grade, a late reading assignment will in the final calculation receive a 71.

Some examples:

	Reading Assignment
	Grades, Student A
	Grades, Student B
	Grades, Student C
	Grades, Student D

	1
	100
	100
	100
	100

	2
	100
	100
	100
	100

	3
	100
	60
	60
	60

	4
	100
	100
	0
	0

	5
	100
	60
	60
	60

	6
	100
	100
	100
	0

	7
	100
	100
	100
	100

	8
	100
	100
	0
	0

	9
	100
	100
	100
	100

	10
	100
	100
	60
	60

	11
	100
	100
	60
	0

	12
	100
	100
	100
	100

	13
	100
	100
	100
	60

	Final Reading Assignment Grade
	100
	100
	85.4
	67.2

	Bonus 
	2
	1.2
	0
	0


An additional incentive to complete the reading assignments:  All of the questions on the exams will come from the reading assignments.
Exams
The exams will consist of about eight short-answer questions based on the reading questions.  Students chose about seven to answer.  The final exam is not cumulative:  It covers only the reading and lecture material after week 7.  Prof. Donson will post a list of the possible exam questions ten days before the exam.

Paper
Papers may be on any topic on the history of the First World War.  Students are not expected to consult outside readings, but they can write a research paper if they wish, provided they must submit a brief proposal and bibliography and get approval by May 1st.   Topics and style sheets for the five- to ten-page paper will be available two weeks before the draft of the paper is due.  Students may rewrite their papers for a higher grade as many times as they wish provided they submit a first draft by May 4th.

Turnitin.com
Students must submit their papers (not reading assignments) to turnitin.com to be verified for their originality before they are due.  Turnitin is available through Spark.
Student Responsibilities

· A late paper without a legitimate excuse may be marked down five points for each day it is late.  Students who speak to Prof. Donson promptly about late papers will have fewer points deducted than those who avoid the issue.

· Paper not submitted to turnitin.com will receive a grade of zero.

· Please give Prof. Donson a paper copy of your paper as well as submitting it electronically to turnitin.com.

· Late reading assignments will be marked down forty points.  The last day to submit late assignments is May 11th 
· Papers and reading assignments may not be emailed unless you receive prior written permission and have a legitimate reason.

· There will be no make up for exams without a legitimate excuse.

· Legitimate excuses:  To receive a legitimate excuse, a student should show good faith by contacting Prof. Donson in person or by email or telephone before the paper is due or the exam is given.  Some examples of a legitimate excuse are illness or death of a friend or family member (there are others as well).  Having too much homework is not a legitimate excuse.

· Please retain a second copy of your paper until it is returned.

· Please hold all graded assignments until you receive your final grade.

· Please respect a 24-hour moratorium on discussing any individual grade. 

· For all written assignments, use of internet sites is unacceptable.  Students must write about texts assigned unless they receive prior written permission.

· Plagiarizing or cheating, including passing off someone else’s work as your own, is a serious violation of academic integrity.  If you are panicked and can’t finish your paper or assignment, plan to hand it in late and take a penalty of a few points.  We happily work with students who are having trouble.  We reserve the right to lower the grade of a student caught plagiarizing or cheating or to fail him or her for the entire course.  Students found to have committed acts of academic dishonesty may also face suspension or expulsion from the University.  Note that we regularly use tools like turnitin.com, which makes detecting plagiarism easy.  For the University of Massachusetts’s academic honesty policy, see www.umass.edu/dean_students/rights/acad_honest.htm
Calendar
· Numbers in parenthesis are the reading lengths in pages without notes.

· Reading assignments are due Mondays except for week 4, when it’s due on Wednesday, and week 12, when it’s due on Tuesday.
· A numeral before the author of reading indicates it is in the coursepack (under that number)

Week 1, Jan 26-30:  The July Crisis; and the alliance system

Reading assignment #1

Beckett, 1-21 (17pp)
Joll and Martell, 1-87 (77pp)
Week 2, Feb 2-6:  Arms race; domestic crises; and world trade

Reading assignment #2 

Joll and Martell, 87-219 (120pp)
Week 3, Feb 9-13:  Imperialism, mood of 1914; the Western, Eastern, Balkan, and other Fronts
Mon Feb 9:  Last day to drop with no record
Reading assignment #3

Joll and Martell, 219-307 (76pp)
Beckett, 55-148 (63pp)

Week 4, Feb 16-20: “The Greatest War Novel of All Time”

Mon, Feb 16:  No class.  Presidents Day 
Reading assignment #4

Remarque, All Quiet on the Western Front, entire

.
Week 5, February 23-27:  Tactics and cohesion; 

Reading assignment #5

1.   Hull, Absolute Destruction, 159-81, 199-262 (73pp)

2.   Ashworth, Trench Warfare (35pp)
3.   Stumpf, Mutiny and Revolution  (17pp)
4.   Smith, Between Mutiny and Obedience (18pp)
Week 6, March 2-6: Grand strategy; war technologies; prisoners of war
Friday March 6:  No Class.  (Prof. Donson is giving a paper on WWI and Early Nazis, Univ. Düsseldorf)
Reading assignment #6

Beckett, 149-281 (90pp)
5.   Rachamimov, POWs (45pp)
Week 7, March 9-13:  Poetry
Wed, March 11:  Exam

Reading assignment #7

World War One British Poets, ed. Candace
March 16-20:  No class.  Spring break.

Week 8, March 23-27:  State mobilization of the home front

Tue, March 24:  Last day to drop with W
Reading assignment #8

Beckett, 282-437 (105pp) 
6. Evans, “Racial Studies of POWs” (25pp)
Week 9, March 30 – April 3:  War and society; the German home front

Reading assignment #9

Beckett, 437-54, 471-97 (43pp)

7. Chickering, Imperial Germany pp (94)
Week 10, April 6-10:  Revolution; radical communism
Friday, April 17:  No Class. (Prof. Donson is giving a paper on WWI at UNC Charlotte)

Reading assignment #10

Beckett, 498-551, 457-97 (66pp)

8.   Eric Weitz, Creating German Communism (40pp)

Week 11, April 13-15: Women; fascism; memory

Mon, April 20:  No class.  Patriots Day

Tue, April 21:  Follow Monday schedule

Reading assignment #11

Beckett, 454-71, 597-71 (60pp)

9.  Ernst Jünger, Storm of Steele (4pp)
10. Donson, “Why Did German Youths Become Fascists?” (20pp)

11. Nolte, “Mussolini,” (27pp)
12.  Frevert, Women in German History (16pp)

Week 12 Apr 21-24:  Peacemaking

Reading assignment #12

Keylor, Legacy of the Great War, 1-117 (118pp)
Week 13 April 27 – May 1:  Peacemaking
Fri, May 1:  Last day to get approval to write research paper.
Reading assignment #13

Keylor, Legacy of the Great War, 118-259 (140pp)
Week 14 May 4-8:  Open
Week 15 May 11:  Open

Mon, May 11:  Papers due.
Final Exam:  Date to be announced

History / German 325:  The First World War
Coursepack

Prof. Andrew Donson

1. Isabel Hull, Absolute Destruction:  Military Culture and the Practices of War in Imperial Germany (Ithaca, New York:  Cornell Univ. Press, 2005), 159-81, 199-262, 291-232.

2. Tony Ashworth, Trench Warfare 1914-1918: The Live and Let Live System (New York:  Holmes & Meier, 1980), 1-23, 204-13, 224-26.

3. Richard Stumpf, War, Mutiny and Revolution in the German Navy: The World War I Diary of Seaman Richard Stumpf, ed. Daniel Horn (New Brunswick: Rutgers, 1967), 415-33.
4. Leonard Smith, Between Mutiny and Obedience:  The Case of the French Fifth Infantry Division during World War I (Princeton:  Princeton Univ. Press, 1994), 157-74.

5. Alon Rachamimov, POWs and the Great War:  Captivity on the Eastern Front (New York:  Berg, 2002), 87-132.

6. Andrew Evans, “Anthropology at War:  Racial Studies of POWs during World War I,” in Worldly Provincialism:  German Anthropology in the Age of Empire, ed. H. Glenn Penny and Matti Bunl (Ann Arbor:  The Univ. of Michigan Press, 2003), 198-229.

7. Roger Chickering, Imperial Germany and the Great War, 1914-1918 (New York:  Cambridge, 1998), 94-188.

8. Eric Weitz, Creating German Communism, 1890-1990 (Princeton:  Princeton Univ. Press, 1997),  62-99.

9. Ernst Jünger, Storm of Steel (1920), in Sources of the West, ed. Mark Kishlansky (New York:  Pearson, 2006), 247-50.

10. Why Did German Youth Become Fascists?  Nationalist Males Born 1900 to 1908 in War and Revolution,” Social History 31 (2006):  337-58.Ute Frevert, Women in German History: From Bourgeois Emancipation to Sexual Liberation (New York:  Berg, 1993), 151-67.

11. Ernst Nolte, “Mussolini,” Three Faces of Fascism (New York:  Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1966), 151-78. 
12. Ute Frevert, Women in German History:  From Bourgeois Emancipation to Sexual Liberation (New York:  Berg, 1993), 151-67. 
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